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Orig ina l  sponsor:  Rules Committee byreques t  o f  the Governor Offered : 3/27/70Refe rred :  Rules

IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  TH E J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 639 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to the d i s p o s i t i o n  of lost a nd  f o u n d

p r o p e r t y ."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 34 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  47. L O S T  A N D  F O U N D  PROPERTY.

Sec. 34.4 7 . 0 1 0.  DUT Y OF FIND E R .  A f i n d e r  of p r o p e r t y  the v alue 

of w h i c h  e x c e e d s  $20 shall, if  he has r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  t hat it is 

lost, w i t h i n  10 days o f  the f i n d i n g  r e t u r n  it to the o w n e r  or r e p o r t  

the f i n d i n g  to and d e p o s i t  the p r o p e r t y  w i t h  the o f f i c e  o f  the state 

t r o o p e r s  n e a r e s t  the p l a c e w h e r e  the p r o p e r t y  was found, or i f  no state 

t r o o p e r  is a v a i l a b l e  he s h a l l  d e p o s i t  it w i t h  the n e a r e s t  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  

o f  a p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  of the state.

Sec. 34.47 . 0 2 0.  D U T I E S  O F  S T A T E  TR O O PE R S .  (a) Th e  o f f i c e  of 

the s tate t r o o p e r s  w i t h  w h i c h  p r o p e r t y  is d e p o s i t e d  u n d e r  this c h a pt e r  

s h a l l a c c e p t  a n d  r e t a i n  it, an d s h a l l  give the f i n d e r  a r e c e i p t  w h i c h  

s p e c i f i e s  the d a t e  o f  d e l i v e r y ,  the p l a c e  w h e r e  found, the n a m e  of 

the f i n d e r,  a n d  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of the pro p e r t y.

(b) The s t a t e  t r o o p e r s  sh a l l ,  by  c e r t i f i e d  m a i l  w i t h  r e t u r n  re c e ip  

r e q u e s t e d ,  giv e w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n  of the p r o p e r t y  to 

any p e r s o n  they h a v e  r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  has a p r o p r i e t a r y  i n t e r e s t  in 

the p r o p e r t y ,  an d  to the o c c u p a n t  or o w n e r  o f  the p r e m i s e s  w h e r e  the 

p r o p e r t y  w a s  f o u n d  if it was f o u n d  in a p l a c e  o t h e r  t h a n  a p u b l i c  str e e t

h i g h w a y  or b u i l d i n g .

(c) P r o p e r t y  so h e l d  s h a l l  be  d e l i v e r e d  to the o w n e r  u p o n  a
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s h o w i n g  of o w n e r s h i p  and u p o n  p a y m e n t  o f  e x p e n s e s 'i n c u r r e d  in h o l d i n g  

a n d  p r e s e r v i n g  the p r o perty.

Sec. 34.47.030. P E R I O D  OP HOLDING. (a) P e r i s h a b l e  p r o p e r t y  

s h a l l  be s o l d  by the s tate t r o o p e r s  as soo n  as p o s s i b l e  in a m a n n e r  

w h i c h  is r e a s o n a b l e  u n d e r  the cir cu m s t a n c e s.

(b) P r o p e r t y  h a v i n g  no  v alue and p r o p e r t y  h a v i n g  o nly s a l v a g e  

value, as d e t e r m i n e d  by the s t a t e  tr o o p e r s,  may be d e s t r o y e d  if u n­

cla i m e d  20 days a f t e r  the o w n e r  is n o t i f i e d  o r  i f  r e a s o n a b l e  effo r t s 

to lo c a t e  the o w n e r  are u n su c c e s s f u l .

(c) P r o p e r t y  h a v i n g  a f air m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  $500 o r  less s h a l l  be 

h e l d  for n o t  less t h a n  six m o n t h s  s f te r  dat e  o f  deposit.

(d) P r o p e r t y  h a v i n g  a f air m a r k e t  v a l u e  e x c e e d i n g  $500 b u t less 

t han $ 5 , 0 0 0  s h a l l  be h e l d  for n o t  .less tha n  on e y e a r  a f t e r  da t e  of 

d e p o s i t .

(e) P r o p e r t y  h a v i n g  a fair m a rk e t  v a lu e  e x c e e d i n g  $5 , 0 00  s h al l  

be h e l d  for not less tha n  t hr e e  years a f t e r  date of deposit.

Sec. 34.47.040. S T O R A G E  OF PROPERTY. P o u n d  p r o p e r t y  d e p o s i t e d  

w i t h  the s t a t e  t r o o p e rs  s h a l l  be stored, for the p u r p o s e  of p r e s e r v i n g  

it, in any p ub l i c  or p r i v a t e  fa c i l i t y  w h i c h  the st a t e  t r o o p e r s  d e e m  

a p p r o p r i a t e .

Sec. 34.47.050. D I S P O S I T I O N  OF PROPERTY. (a) If the o w n e r  

fails to c l a i m  the p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  five days a f t e r  the e n d  o f  the 

p e r i o d  set by sec. 30 o f  this chapter, the p r o p e r t y  s h a ll  be d e l i v e r e d  

to the f i nd e r  u p o n  p a y m e n t  o f  the e x p e n s e s  of a d m i n i s t e r i n g  this 

c h a p t e r  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to such property.

(b) I f  the o w n e r  fails to c l a i m  a nd  the f i n d e r  r e f u s e s to a c c e p t  

the p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  five days a f t e r  the en d of the p e r i o d  set by 

sec. 30 of this c h apter, the p r o p e r t y ,  exc e p t  m o n e y  or  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  

s h a l l  be so l d  at p u b l i c  auction.
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Sec. 3 4. 4 7 . 0 6 0 .  M E T H O D  O F  SALE. (a) Found' p r o p e r t y  s h a l l  be 

s o l d  at p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  In the f o l l o w i n g  m a n n e r :

(1) the p r o p e r t y  to b e  s o l d  s h a l l  be l i s t e d  by d e s c r i p t i o n  

and p u b l i s h e d  In a n e w s p a p e r  of g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  p u b l i s h e d  In the 

a r e a  n e a r e s t  to w h e r e  the p r o p e r t y  Is h e l d ,  once a w e e k  for two c o n­

se c u t i v e  w e e k s ;

(2) the p u b l i c a t i o n  n o t i c e  s h a l l  s t a t e  the t ime and  p l a c e

of sale;

(3) al l  sales s h a l l  be m a d e  b e t w e e n  nine o ' c l o c k  i n  the 

m o r n i n g  a n d  fou r  o ' c l o c k  in the a f t e r n o o n ;

(4) w h e n  the sale is of p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  c a p a b l e  of m a n u a l  

d e l i v e r y ,  it s h a l l  be in v i e w  of t h o s e  w h o  a t t e n d  the sale;

(5) the p r o p e r t y  should be s o l d  in parc e l s w h i c h  are likely 

to b r i n g  the h i g h e s t  p r i c e .

(b) The p r o v i s i o n s  o f  this s e c t i o n  do n ot  apply to sales a u t h o r­

ize d  u n d e r  sec. 3 0 (a) o f  this chapter.

Sec. 3 4 .4 7 . 0 7 0 .  D I S P O S I T I O N  OF P R O C E E D S  O F  SALE  A N D  U N C L A I M E D  

MONEY. Any p r o c e e d s  o f  sales c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  an d  any 

m o n e y h e l d  by the p o l i c e  at th e e x p i r a t i o n  o f  the p e r i o d  o f  t ime set 

by sec. 30 of this c h a p t e r  an d  u n c l a i m e d  d u r i n g  the p e r i o d  set by

sec. 50 of this c h a p t e r  s h a l l  be p a i d  to the g e n e r a l  fun d  of the state.

Sec. 3 4 . 4 7 . 0 8 0 .  D E S T R U C T I O N  OF PRO P E R TY .  (a) Th e  s t a t e  troopers 

s h a l l  k e e p  a r e c o r d  of the p r o p e r t y  w h i c h  is d e s t r o y e d ,  p u r s u a n t  to 

sec. 3 0 (b) of this c h a p t e r , r e a s o n a b l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  the p r o p e r t y  

d e s t r o y e d ,  i n d i c a t i n g  the d ate an d  p l a c e  w h e r e  destr o y e d .  The r e c o r d  

s hall be s i g n e d  by the e x e c u t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  a n d ' s h a l l  be m a i n t a i n e d  

for one y e a r  f r o m  the dat e  of  d e s t r u c t i o n .

(b) The d e s t r u c t i o n  of 'an a u t o m o b i l e  or m o t o r c y c l e ,  p u r s u a n t  

to this c h a p t e r ,  sh a l l  be r e c o r d e d  as r e q u i r e d  by (a) of  this s e c t i o n
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a nd shall be r e p o r t e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of Revenue. Suc h  r e p o r t  s h a l l  

su p p l y  all v e hi c l e  n u m be r s ,  m o t o r  n u m b e r s  an d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  n u m b e r s ,

If any.

Sec. 3^.47.090. D O N A T I O N  OF C E R T A I N  PRO PE R T Y .  A p o l i c e  a ge n c y  

h o l d i n g  found b i c y c l e s ,  toys or c l o t h i n g  may, u p o n  e x p i r a t i o n  

of the p e r i o d  for w h i c h  such p r o p e r t y  m ust b e  h el d ,  and If the o w n e r  

or f i n d e r  does not c l a i m  It, turn o v e r  such  p r o p e r t y  to any agenc y ,  

I n s t i t u t i o n ,  l i c e n s e d  ho m e  or o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  cares for 

o r p h a n e d  c h i l d r e n  or w a r d s  o f  the court, for d i s t r i b u t i o n  an d  use by 

the children. Pr o p e r t y  so t u r n e d  o v e r  to s uch ag en c y  may n o t  be s o l d  

by that agency w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of a court.

Sec. 34.47.100. R E T E N T I O N  OF L O S T  P R O P E R T Y  AS LA R C E N Y .  A p e r s o n  

w h o  finds lost p r o p e r t y  and, w i t h o u t  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  

o f  this phapter, a p p r o p r i t e s  it to his o w n  us e  or to the use of 

a n o t h e r  w h o  is not e n t i t l e d  to it, is gui l t y  c f  l a r c e n y  ar.d is p u n i s h­

able as p r o v i d e d  by AS 11.2 0 . 1 4 0 . A f i n d e r  is e x c u s e d  i f  h e  d e l i v e r s  

the p r o p e r t y  or i n s t r u m e n t  to a m e m b e r  of the p o l i c e  force of any 

p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  the s t a t e  or to the p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  o f  or 

in p o s s e s s i o n  of the pr e m i s e s  w h e r e  found, u n l e s s  he h a d  r e a s o n  to 

b e l i e v e  s uch p e r s o n  w o u l d  n o t  comply w i t h  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  this 

c h a p t e r .

Sec. 3 4 .4 7 .llO. P U N I S H M E N T  F O R  V I O L A T I O N  OF CHAPTER. A p e r s o n  

w h o  v i o l a t e s a p r o v i s i o n  of this chapter, except as p r o v i d e d  in sec. 

100, is guilty o f  a m i s d e m e a n o r  and s h al l  be p a n i s h e d  by a fine o f  not 

m o r e  t han $100, o r  i m p r i s o n m e n t  not  to e x c e e d  three mo n t h s ,  or both.

Sec. 34.47.120. D E FI N I T I O N S .  In this ch a p t e r ,  un le s s  the c o n t e x t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,

(1 ) "finder" means, a p e r s o n  w h o  takes p o s s e s s i o n  o f  lost 

p r o p e r t y  k n o w i n g  it to b e  lost p r o p e rt y ;
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(2) "i eund p r o p e r t y "  m o a n s  lost p r  p e r r y  w h i c h  a fi n d e r  

takes I n t o  his p o s s e s s i o n ;

(3) "lost p r o p e r t y '  m eans p r o p e r t y  w h i c h  is 1 st, m i s p l a c’d, 

a b a n d o n e d ,  or stolen;

(4) " p r o p e r t y "  m e a n s  all  p e r s o n a l  i r o p e r t y , in. la d i n g  

i n s t r u m e n t s ,  mo n e y ,  goods, c h a t t e l s ,  things i: acti o n,  a m  e v i d e n c e s  

of d e ^ t .

Sec. 3 4 . 4 7 . 1 3 0 .  A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  OF C H A P T E I . This c h a p t e r  does 

not s u p e r s e d e  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  of law e s t a b l i ; h i n s  procedi re for 

s t o r a g e  or f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  of p r o p e r t y  to wi icn a l i e n  has a t t a c h e d  

or p r o p e r t y  a l l e g e d  or k n o w n  to be s t o l e n  or e m be z z l e d .

* Sec. 2. AS 2 8 . 3 0 . 0 1 0  - 2 8 . 30 . 0 4 0 ;  a n d  AS 1 1 . < 0 . 2 6 0  are r e p e a l e d .
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