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IN TH E H O U S E

In tro d u ced : 2/9/70
R e fe rre d : J u d ic ia r y

BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY 
REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An/Act relating to the disposition of st and

f/und prop^a^y."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS |4 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 47. LOST AND FOUND PROPERTY.

Sec. 34.47.KJ10/ DUTY OF FINDER. A finder of property the value 

of which exceeds $2,0 shall, if he has reason to believe that it is 

lost, within 10 days of the finding return it to the owner or report 

the finding to and depositN^he property with the office of the state 

troopers nearest the place where the property was found.

Sec. 34.47.021/. DUTIES OF STATE TROOPERS. (a) The office of 
I \

the state troopers with which propertV is deposited under this chapter

shall accept and retain it, and shall give the finder a receipt which

specifies the date of delivery, the place, where found, the name of

the finder, and a description of the property.

(b) The state troopers shall give notice of their possession 

of the property to any person they have reason to believe has a 

proprietary Interest in the property, and to the occupant or owner 

of the premises where the property was found if it was found in a 

place other than a public street, highway or building.

(c) Property so held shall be delivered to the owner upon a 

showing of ownership and upon payment of expenses incurred in holding 

and preserving the property.
/

Sec. 34.47.p30. PERIOD OF HOLDING. (a) Perishable property
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shall b e  s o l d  by the s t at e  t r o o p e r s  as s o o n  as p o s s i b l e  in a m a n n e r  

w h i c h  is r e a s o n a b l e  u n d e r  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

(b) P r o p e r t y  h a v i n g  no v alue a n d  p r o p e r t y  h a v i n g  o n l y  s a l v a g e  

value, as d e t e r m i n e d  by th e  state t r o o p e r s ,  may be d e s t r o y e d  if u n­

cla i m e d  20 days a f t e r  the o w n e r  is n o t i f i e d  or if r e a s o n a b l e  e f fo r t s  

to locate the o wn e r  are u n s u c c e s s f u l .

(c) P r o p e r t y  h a v i n g  a v a l ue  of $500 or less s h a l l  be h e l d  for 

not less th a n  s i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r  date of deposit.

(d) P r o p e r t y  h a v i n g  a v a l u e  e x c e e d i n g  $500 b u t  less t h a n  $5 , 0 0 0 

shall be h e l d  for not less t h a n  one y e a r  a f t e r  d ate o f  deposit.

(e) P r o p e r t y  h a v i n g  a v alue e x c e e d i n g  $ 5 , 0 0 0  s h a l l  be h e l d  for 

not less t h a n  threei y e a r s  a f t e r  date of deposit.

Sec. 34.47.040. S T O R A G E  O F  P R OPERTY. F o u n d  p r o p e r t y  d e p o s i t e d  

w i t h  the state t r q o p e r s  s h a l l  be stored, for the p u r p o s e  of p r e s e r v i n g  

it, in any p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  f a ci l i t y  w h i c h  the state t r o o p e r s  d e e m  

a p p r o p r i a t e .

Sec. 34.47.050. D I S P O S I T I O N  OF P R O P E R T Y . (a) If the o w n e r

fails to c l a i m  W e  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  five days a f t e r  the e n d  of the
/

p e r i o d  set by sec. 30 of this chapter, the p r o p e r t y  s hall be d e l i v e r e d  

to the f in d e r  u p o n  p a y m e n t  of the e x p e n s e s  o f  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  this 

c h a p t e r  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to s uc h  p ro perty.

(b) If the o w n e r  fails to c laim a n d  the f i n d e r  r e f u s e s  to accept 

the p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  five days a f t e r  the e n d  of the p e r i o d  set by 

sec. 30 of this chapter, th e  p r o p e r t y ,  except m o n e y  or i n s t r u m e n t s ,  

s h a l l  be s o l d  at p u b l i c  a u c ti o n .

Sec. 34 .47.0 p 0 . M E T H O D  O F  SALE. (a) F o u n d  p r o p e r t y  s h a l l  be 

s old a t  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  in the f o l l o w i n g  manner:

(1) the p r o p e r t y  to be s o l d  s h al l  be l i s t e d  by d e s c r i p t i o n  

an d  p u b l i s h e d  in a n e w s p a p e r  of g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  the 
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a r e a  n e a r e s t  to w h e r e  the p r o p e r t y  is held, once a w e e k  for two c o n­

secu t i v e  weeks;

(2) the p u b l i c a t i o n  n o t i c e  sh a l l  state the time an d  p lace

of sale;

(3) all sales s hall be m a d e  b e t w e e n  ni n e  o ' c l o c k  in the 

m o r n i n g  a n d  f o u r  o 'c lock in the after no o n ;

(4) w h e n  the sale is of p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  capable of m a n u a l  

d e livery, it s h a l l  be in v i e w  of t h o s e  w h o  a t t e n d  the sale;

(5) the p r o p e r t y  s h a ll  be s o l d  in p a r c e l s  w h i c h  are likely 

to b r i n g  the h i g h e s t  price.

(b) T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of this s e c t i o n  do not a p p l y  to sales a u t h o r­

iz e d  u n d e r  sec. 3 0 (a) of this chapter.

Sec. 3 4 . 4 7 . 0 7 0 /  D I S P O S I T I O N  OP P R O C E E D S  OP S AL E  A N D  U N C L A I M E D  

MONEY. Any p r o c e e d s  of sales c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  a n d  any 

m o n e y  h e l d  by the p o l i c e  at the e x p i r a t i o n  of the p e r i o d  of t i m e  set 

by sec. 30 of this c h a p t e r  a n d  u n c l a i m e d  d u r i n g  the p e r i o d  set by 

sec. 50 of thi s  c h a p t e r  s h al l  be p a i d  to the g e n e r a l  fun d  of the state.

Sec. 34.47.08/5. D E S T R U C T I O N  O P  P R O P E R T Y .  (a) The state t ro o p e r s  

s hall k e e p  a r e c o r d  of the p r o p e r t y  w h i c h  is d e s t r o y e d,  p u r s u a n t  to 

sec. 30(b) of this chapter, r e a s o n a b l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  p r o p e r t y  

d e s t r o y e d , i n d i c a t i n g  the date a n d  p l a c e  w h e r e  d e s t r o y ed .  The r e c o r d  

s hall be s i g n e d  by the e x e c u t i n g  o f f icer, and  s h a l l be m a i n t a i n e d  

for one y e a r  f r o m  the date of d e s t r u c t i on .

(b) Th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of an a u t o m o b i l e  or m o t o r c y c l e ,  p u r s u a n t  

to this c h apter, s ha l l  be r e c o r d e d  as r e q u i r e d  by (a) of this s e c t i o n  

and s h a l l be r e p o r t e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e .  S uch r e p o r t  shall 

su p p l y  all v e h i c l e  n u m bers, m o t o r  n u m b e r s  and r e g i s t r a t i o n  numbers, 

if a n y .

Sec. 34.4 7 . ^ 9 0 .  D O N A T I O N  OP  C E R T A I N  P R O P E R T Y .  A p o l i c e  agency 
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h o l d i n g  f ound bi cycles, o t h e r  toys or c l ot h i n g  may, u p o n  e x p i r a t i o n  

of the p e r i o d  for w h i c h  such p r o p e r t y  m ust be held, and if the o w n e r  

or f i n d e r  doe s  not c l a i m  it, t u r n  o ver suc h  p r o p e r t y  to any agency, 

ins t i t u ti o n ,  l i c e n s e d  h o m e  or o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  c ares for 

o r p h a n e d  c h i l d r e n  or wards of the court, for d i s t r i b u t i o n  an d  use by 

the children. P r o p e r t y  so t u r n e d  o v e r  to such a g e n c y  ma y  not be s o l d  

by that agency w i t h o u t a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of a court.

Sec. 34.47.1.00. R E T E N T I O N  O P  L O S T  P R O P E R T Y  AS L A R CE N Y .  A p e r s o n
/

w h o  finds lost p r o p e r t y  and, w i t h o u t  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  

of this chapter/, a p p r o p r i a t e s  it to his o w n  use or to the use of
I

a n o t h e r  w h o  is not e n t i t l e d  to it, is g u i l t y  of l a r c e n y  an d  is p u n i s h­

able as p r o v i d e d  by AS 11.20.140. A f i n d e r  is e x c u s e d  if he d e l i v e r s  

the p r o p e r t y  or i n s t r u m e n t  to a m e m b e r  of the p o l i c e  f o rc e  of any
y

p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  of the state or to the p e r s o n  in ch a r g e  of or 

in p o s s e s s i o n  of the p r em i s e s  w h e r e  found, unless he h a d  r e a s o n  to 

b e l i e v e  suc h  p e r s o n  w o u l d  not comply w i t h  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of thi s  

c h a p t e r .

Sec. 34.47. lit/. P U N I S H M E N T  PO R  V I O L A T I O N  O F  CHAPT E R .  A p e r s o n
/

w h o  vi o l a t e s  a pro/vision of this chapter, ex c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in sec. 

100, is g u i l t y  o f  a m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  s hall be p u n i s h e d  by a fine of not 

m o r e  tha n  $100, or j~imprisonment not to e x c e e d  three m o n t h s ,  or both.
J

Sec. 34.47.126. D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  this chapter, u n l e s s  the cont e x t
I
j

o t h e r w i s e  requires;,

(1) "finder" means a p e r s o n  w h o  first t akes p o s s e s s i o n  of 

lost property;

(2) " f o u n d  p r o p e r t y "  m ea n s  lost p r o p e r t y  w h i c h  a f i n d e r  

takes int o  his po s s e ss i o n ;

(3) " lost p r o p e rt y "  m e a n s  p r o p e r t y  w h i c h  is lost, m i s p l a c e d ,  

a b a n d o n e d  or s t o l e n t and for w h i c h  n o  s t o r a g e  p r o c e d u r e  or f i n a l
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d i s p o s i t i o n  p r o c e d u r e  is o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by statute;

(4) "prop e r t y " m e a n s  all p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  

i n s t r u m e n t s ,  money, goods, c h attels, th i n g s  in action, and e v i d e nc e s  

of d e b t .

* Sec. 2. AS 2 8 . 3 0 . 0 1 0  /  28.30 .0 4 0 ;  and AS 1 1 . 2 0 . 2 6 $  are repealed.
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