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BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY
IN THE HOUSE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 636
IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to game b r e e d i n g  an d  c o n t r o l l e d

s h o o t i n g  a r e a s . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 16 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  55- G A M E  B R E E D I N G  A N D  C O N T R O L L E D  S H O O T I N G  A R E A S  

A R T I C L E  1. L I C E N S I N G  A N D  R E G U L A T I O N  

Sec. 1 6 . 5 5 . 0 1 0 .  C R E A T I O N .  A game b r e e d i n g  an d  c o n t r o l l e d  

s h o o t i n g  a r e a  m a y  be e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  l i c e n s e d  as p r o v i d e d  i n  this 

c h a p t e r .

Sec. 1 6 . 5 5 . 0 2 0 .  R E Q U I R E M E N T S .  A g a m e  b r e e d i n g  and c o n t r o l l e d  

s h o o t i n g  a r e a  s h a l l

(1 ) c o n s i s t  of a c o n t i g u o u s  t r a c t  of p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  la n d  

h a v i n g  a n  a r e a  o f  not  l ess t h a n  240 acres;

(2 ) be o w n e d  b y  the l i c e n s e e  or h e l d  b y  the l i c e n s e e  u n d e r

a le a s e , the u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  of w h i c h  s h a l l  no t  be less t h a n  five

y e a r s  f r o m  the d a t e  of th e  g r a n t i n g  of the license;

(3 ) be a d a p t a b l e  for use as a g ame b r e e d i n g  and c o n t r o l l e d

s h o o t i n g  area;

(4) be of s u c h  n a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  g a m e  b i r d s  p r o p a g a t e d  and 

r e l e a s e d  i n  the a r e a  are n o t  l i k e l y  to be d i s e a s e d  or a m e n a c e  to 

o t h e r  game; a n d

(5 ) m e e t  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  p r o m u l g a t e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  

u n d e r  sec. 140 of t h i s  c h a pter.

Sec. 1 6 . 5 5 . 0 3 0 .  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A R E A  L I CE N S E .  An  a p p l i c a t i o n
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fo r  a game b r e e d i n g  and c o n t r o l l e d  s h o o t i n g  a r e a  s h a l l  be

(1 ) m a d e  to the d e p a r t m e n t  on a f o r m  p r o v i d e d  b y  the

d e p a r t m e n t ;

(2 ) a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  the a n n u a l  l i c e n s e  fee p r o v i d e d  for 

i n  AS 16.05 - 3 4 0;  and

(3 ) a c c o m p a n i e d  by a w r i t t e n  d e s c r i p t i o n  and a ma p  or 

s k e t c h  of the p r e m i s e s  to be u s e d  and its loca t i o n .

Sec. 16 . 5 5 . 0 4 0 .  I N S P E C T I O N .  U p o n  r e c e i p t  of a n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  

the d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  i n s p e c t  the p r o p o s e d  a r e a  d e s c r i b e d  in the 

a p p l i c a t i o n .  U p o n  i s s u a n c e  of a license, as p r o v i d e d  in sec. 50 of 

this chapter, a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the d e p a r t m e n t  may, fo r  the p u r p o s e  

of a s c e r t a i n i n g  the st a t e  of c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  this c h a p t e r  and 

a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  e n t e r  an d  i n s p e c t  a g ame b r e e d i n g  an d  

c o n t r o l l e d  s h o o t i n g  area. No p e r s o n  m a y  r e f u s e  e n t r y  or a c c e s s  to a 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the d e p a r t m e n t  w h o  r e q u e s t s  e n t r y  for p u r p o s e s  of 

i n s p e c t i o n  and w h o  p r e s e n t s  a p p r o p r i a t e  c r e d e n t i a l s ;  n o r  m a y  a p e r s o n  

i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  the i n s p e c t i o n .  Th e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  give the p e r s o n  

w h o  owns or is in c o n t r o l  of a game b r e e d i n g  an d  c o n t r o l l e d  s h o o t i n g  

a r e a  a re p or t  s e t t i n g  out all f acts w h i c h  r e l a t e  to c o m p l i a n c e  status. 

I n s p e c t i o n  of p r i v a t e  d w e l l i n g s  is not p e r m i t t e d  w i t h o u t  a s e a r c h  

w a r r a n t .

Sec. 16 . 5 5 . 0 5 0 .  L I C E N S E  I S S U A N C E.  If the  d e p a r t m e n t  finds 

tha t the a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  the p r o p o s e d  a r e a  m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 

sec. 20 of this c h a pter, the a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be g r a n t e d  a n d  a n o n -  

t r a n s f e r a b l e  l i c e n s e  issued.

Sec. l 6 . 5 5 . 0 6 0 .  R E N EWAL. A l i c e n s e  to o p e r a t e  a g ame b r e e d i n g  

a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  s h o o t i n g  a r e a  s h a l l  be i s s u e d  for a t e r m  of one y e a r  

a n d  ma y  be r e n e w e d  w i t h i n  30 days b e f o r e  its e x p i r a t i o n  by p a y i n g  

the a n n u a l  fee p r o v i d e d  f o r in A S  1 6. 0 5 . 3 4 0 .
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Sec. 1 6 . 5 5 . 0 7 0 .  F E N C I N G  A N D  POSTING. (a) The b o u n d a r y  of the 

l i c e n s e d  a r e a  s h a l l  be m a r k e d  by a fence an d  s h a l l  be p o s t e d  w i t h  

p r i n t e d  n o t i c e s  p r e s c r i b e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  not m o r e  t h a n  20 rods 

ap a r t .

(b) I n s t e a d  of m a i n t a i n i n g  a f ence w h e r e  a c u r r e n t l y  v i s i b l e  

b o u n d a r y  e x i s t s , the l i c e n s e e  m a y  po s t  t h e  r e q u i r e d  n o t i c e s  on eac h  

side of all r o a d w a y s  or o t h e r  e n t r a n c e s  l e a d i n g  i n t o  the a r e a  a n d  

a l o n g  the b o u n d a r i e s  at i n t e r v a l s  not e x c e e d i n g  40 rods apart.

W h e r e  u n f e n c e d  b o u n d a r y  lines pas s  t h r o u g h  f o r e s t s ,  b r u s h  land, 

b r i a r  t h i c k e t  or h i g h  w e e d  growth, the l i c e n s e e  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  a 

c l e a r e d  s t r i p  of five or m o r e  fee t  f r o m  w h i c h  b r u s h ,  w e e d s  or o t h e r  

h i g h  g r o w t h  is r e m o v e d  ann u al l y .

Sec. 1 6 . 5 5 . 0 8 0 .  B I R D  R E L E A S E  R E S T R I C T I O N S .  (a) O n l y  b irds of 

the f a m i l y  P h a s i a n i d a e  m a y  be p r o p a g a t e d  an d  r e l e a s e d  in a game 

b r e e d i n g  a n d  c o n t r o l l e d  s h o o t i n g  area.

(b) E a c h  b i r d  r e l e a s e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  s h a l l  be at least 14 

w e e k s  of age b e f o r e  l i b e r a t i o n  an d  m u s t  p o s s e s s  f u l l  adult pluma g e .

Sec. 1 6 . 5 5 . 0 9 0 .  H U N T I N G  S E A S O N  A N D  B A G  L I M I T S .  B i r d s  r e l e a s e d  

in a g a m e  b r e e d i n g  an d  c o n t r o l l e d  s h o o t i n g  a r e a  m a y  be t a k e n  at any 

t i m e  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to se x  or d a i l y  b a g . l i m i t s .

Sec. 1 6 . 5 5 . 1 0 0 .  H U N T I N G  L I C E N S E  R E Q U I R E D .  E a c h  p e r s o n  t a k i n g  

a gam e  b i r d  b y  s h o o t i n g  i n  an a r e a  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  s hall 

h a v e  a h u n t i n g  l i c e n s e  as r e q u i r e d  by AS 1 6 . 0 5 . 3 3 0  - 3^0.

Sec. l 6 .5 5 . H O .  B A N D I N G  O F  G AME BIRDS. (a) E a c h  b i r d  r e l e a s e d  

in a game b r e e d i n g  an d  c o n t r o l l e d  s h o o t i n g  a r e a  m u s t  be b a n d e d  w i t h  

a typ e  of l e g  b a n d  w h i c h  c a n n o t  be r e m o v e d  w i t h o u t  b r e a k i n g  or 

m u t i l a t i n g  the band.

(b) L e g  b a n d s  s h a l l  be p u r c h a s e d  b y  the l i c e n s e e  and s hall 

c o n t a i n  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  as the d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  require.

-3- H B  636 am

<?J L



I

Sec. 16.55.120. B I R D  R E GISTER. The l i c e n s e e  s h a l l  k e e p  a 

r e g i s t e r  w h i c h  s hall clea r l y sho w  the n u m b e r  a n d  k i n d  of each  g ame 

b i r d  p r o p a g a t e d  and r e l e a s e d  eac h  y e a r  and the d ate h a r v e s t e d ,  and 

shall m a k e  u n d e r  oath an a n n u a l  re p o r t r e v e a l i n g  r e g i s t e r  c o n t e n t s  

to the d e p a r t m e nt .

Sec. 16.55.130. U S E  OP H U N T I N G  DOGS. Birds may be taken in 

the training of dogs upon the premises of a game breeding and 

controlled shooting area at any time. Any individual or hunting 

party lawfully on a game breeding and controlled shooting area may 

be accompanied by hunting dogs.

Sec. 1 6 . 5 5 . 1^ 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  The  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  m a k e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  the p u r p o s e  of c a r r y i n g  out, a d m i n i s t e r i n g  and 

e n f o r c i n g  the p r o v i s i o n s  of this chapter.

Sec. 1 6 . 55 . 1 5 0 .  U N L A W F U L  ACTS. It s h a l l  be u n l a w f u l  fo r  a 

p e r s o n  to t a k e  any game b ird, or to r e m o v e  a game b i r d  from, or to 

co n s u m e  a ga m e  b i r d  in, an a r e a  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  u n l e s s  

th e  b i r d  ha s  b e e n  b a n d e d  as p r o v i d e d  in sec. 110 of this chapter.

Sec. 1 6 . 5 5 . 1 6 0 .  P E N ALTY. (a) A g ame b r e e d i n g  and c o n t r o l l e d  

s h o o t i n g  ar e a  m a i n t a i n e d  in v i o l a t i o n  of secs. 10 - 150 of this c h a p t e r  

is a n u i s a n c e  and ma y  be a b a t e d  as p r o v i d e d  by law and any gam e  b i r d s  

f o u n d on the p r e m i s e s  may be l i berated.

(b) A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  of secs. 10 - 150 of 

this c h a p t e r  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  and u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  sh a l l  

b e  p u n i s h e d  by a fine of not less t h a n  $100 a n d  not m o r e  t h a n  $500, or 

by i m p r i s o n m e n t  in jai l  for not less t h a n  30 days or m o r e  t h a n  six 

m o n t h s ,  or both.

A R T I C L E  2. F I E L D  A N D  R E T R I E V E R  MEETS.

Sec. 1 6. 5 5 . 2 0 0 .  F I E L D  M E E TS  A N D  T R I A L S  LAWFUL. U p o n  the p r e m i s e s  

of a game b r e e d i n g  an d  c o n t r o l l e d  s h o o t i n g  area, s u b j e c t  to 

H B  636 am _4_
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r e g u l a t i o n s  tha t  ma y  be a d o p t e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t ,  it s h a l l  be l a w f u l  

to h o l d  f i e l d  m e e t s  or t r i a l s  w h e r e  dogs are p e r m i t t e d  to w o r k  in 

e x h i b i t i o n  or c o nt e s t  w h e r e b y  the s k i l l  of d ogs is d e m o n s t r a t e d  by 

f l u s h i n g ,  p o i n t i n g  or r e t r i e v i n g  b i r d s  of the f a m i l y  P h a s i a n i d a e  

w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  p r o p a g a t e d  b y  l i c e n s e d  game b r e e d e r s  w i t h i n  the state 

or s e c u r e d  f r o m  l a w f u l  s o u r c e s  o u t s i d e  the s t a t e  a n d  l a w f u l l y  b r o u g h t  

i n t o  the state. U p o n  a f i n d i n g  t h a t  game i n  t he  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  is 

u n l i k e l y  to be a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  or m e n a c e d  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  subj e c t 

to the p r o v i s i o n s  of this c h ap t e r ,  may:

(1) allow field meets or trials to be held on areas other 

than the premises of a game breeding and controlled shooting area;

(2) allow field meets or trials to be held wherein the

skill of dogs is demonstrated by flushing, pointing or retrieving

birds other than birds of the family Phasianidae.

Sec. 16.55.210. RETRIEVER MEETS AND TRIALS LAWFUL. Upon the 

premises of a game breeding and controlled shooting area, under such 

regulations as may be adopted by the department it shall be lawful 

to hold r e triever meets or trials where dogs are permitted to work 

in exhibition or contest whereby the skill of dogs is demonstrated by

retrieving birds of the family Phasianidae which have been propagated

by licensed game breeders w i t h i n  the state or secured from lawful

sources outside the state and lawfully brought into the state. Upon 

a finding that game in the surrounding area is unlikely to be adversely 

affected or menaced the department, subject to the provisions of 

this chapter, may:

(1) allow retriever meets or trials to be held in areas 

other than the premises of a game breeding and controlled shooting 

area;

(2) allow retriever meets or trials to be held wherein the

-5- HB 636 am
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t

skill of dogs is d e m o n s t r a t e d  by r e t r i e v i n g  b i r d s  o t h e r  t h a n  b i r d s  

of the f am i l y  P h a s i a n i d a e .

Sec. 16.55 .2 2 0 .  P E R M I T S  REQUIRED. P e r m i t s  m a y  be i s s u e d  b y  the 

d e p a r t m e n t  u p o n  p r o p e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  and the p a y m e n t  of a fee of $25 
for e a c h  t r i a l  or m e e t  held. It s h a l l  be u n l a w f u l  fo r any p e r s o n  to 

h old, c o n duct, or to p a r t i c i p a t e  in a f i e l d  or r e t r i e v e r  m e e t  or 

t r i a l  b e f o r e  the r e q u i r e d  p e r m i t  has b e e n  secured.

Sec. 1 6 . 55 . 2 3 0 .  R E L E A S E  A ND  T AG GING. B e f o r e  any b i r d s  are 

r e l e a s e d  th e y  mus t  e a c h  h a v e  a t t a c h e d  a b a n d  as p r o v i d e d  i n  sec. 110 
of this chapter. It is u n l a w f u l  for a p e r s o n  to p o s s e s s  or r e m o v e  

fr o m  the t r i a l  g r o u n d s  a b i r d  w h i c h  has not b e e n  b a n d e d  as r e q u i r e d.

The b a n d  s ha l l  r e m a i n  on the b i r d  u n t i l  p r e p a r e d  for c o n s u m p t i o n .

Sec. 16.55 . 2 40 .  S H O O T I N G  A U T H O R I Z A T I O N .  B i r d s  r e l e a s e d  may, 

a f t e r  the r e q u i r e d  p e r m i t  h a s  b e e n  s e c ured, be shot b y  the p e r s o n  or

p e r s o n s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  to do the s h o o t i n g  for the f i e l d

or r e t r i e v e r  m e e t  or trial. The p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  

to do the s h o o t i n g  for the f i e l d  or r e t r i e v e r  m e e t  or t r i a l  n e e d  not 

h a v e  a h u n t i n g  l i c e n s e  as r e q u i r e d  by AS 1 6 . 0 5 - 3 3 0  - 1 6.05.340.

U n l e s s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  no p e r s o n  ma y  kill, or a t t e m p t  to 

k i l l  any of the b i r d s  r e l e a s e d  for f i el d  or r e t r i e v e r  m e e t s  or trials.

Sec. 1 6 . 5 5 .2 5 0 .  PENALTY. A p e r s o n  w h o  v i ol a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  of 

secs. 200 - 240 is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  s h a l l

be p u n i s h e d  b y  a fine not e x c e e d i n g  $ 1 0 0 .

Sec. 16.55 .2 6 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c h a p t e r  " d e p a r t m e n t "  

m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  and Game.

* Sec. 2. AS 1 6 . 0 5 . 3 4 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a ne w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(18) G am e  b r e e d i n g  and c o n t r o l l e d

s h o o t i n g  a r e a  l i c e ns e  ..........   25

* Sec. 3. AS 1 1 . 4 0 . 5 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

H B  636 am - 6-
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Sec. 1 1 . 4 0 . 5 1 0 .  US E  OP L I V E  B I R D S  AS T AR G E T S .  E x c e p t  as 

o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d ,  a [A] p e r s o n  w h o

(1) u ses a live p i g e o n ,  f o w l  or ot h e r  b i r d  as a targ e t,

or to be sho t  at e i t h e r  for a m u s e m e n t  or as a test of s k i l l  In 

m a r k s m a n s h i p ;  or

(2) s h o o t s  a t , or is a p a r t y  to s h o o t i n g  a t , a b i r d  

u s e d  as a t a r g e t ,  fo r  a m u s e m e n t  or as a t e s t  of s k i l l  In m a r k s m a n­

ship [, O R  IS A P A R T Y  TO A S H O O T I N G ] ;  or

(3) le a s e s a b u i l d i n g ,  room, f i e l d  or p r e m i s e s ,  or

k n o w i n g l y  p e r m i t s  the use of t h e m  for s h o o t i n g  as p r o h i b i t e d  by

t his s e c t i o n , is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r ,  an d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is 

p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a fine of not m o r e  t h a n  $50. This s e c t i o n  does not 

a p p l y  to s h o o t i n g  of gam e  f o r  f o o d  o r  to game  b r e e d i n g  an d  c o n t r o l l e d

s h o o t i n g  ar e a s , as p r o v i d e d  for b y  AS 1 6 . 5 5 -
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