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IN T H E  H O U S E BY S A S SA R A

H O U S E  BILL NO. 407 

IN THE LEGISL A T U RE  OF TH E  S T AT E  OF ALASKA 

SIXTH L E G I S L A T UR E  - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act creating the Alaska C o n s e r v a t i o n  Comm i s s i o n . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 44.19 is amended by add i n g new s e c t i o n s  to read:

ARTICLE 9D. ALASKA CON S E R VA T I O N  COMMISSION.

Sec. 44.19.748. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. The l e g i s l a t u r e  r e c o g n i z e s  

that the quality of man's existence is dependent on the quality of his 

environment. It further recognizes that our n a t u r a l  resources are 

r e s p o n si b l e  for the quality of our en v i r o nm e n t  and const i tu t e  the 

greatest w e a l t h  of all of the citizens of this st at e .  Today t hese 

pr iceless resources are endangered by the rapid i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  of 

the state and by the continuing d e v el o p m e n t  of the o il, timber, m i n i n g  

and fishing industries. Each year ou r  a c c e l e r a t i n g  growth and e x p a n d­

ing economy compound the need for m o r e  efficient c o n t r o l  of the u t i l i z a­

tion of ou r  natural resources. B e c a us e  of the e c o l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

o f  one r es ource to another, because of the I n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of p o l l u­

tion problems and b e c a us e  of resource injury and d e s t ru c t i o n ,  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that there is a n e e d  for new a p p r o a c h e s  to p r e s e r v e  

the quality of the t o ta l  environment. One of t h e s e  approaches is 

embodied in the c r e a t i o n of the A l a s k a  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Commission.

Sec. 44.19.750. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMISSION, (a) There is 

created in the Office of the Governor the Alaska Conservation Commissior 

(b) The governor shall select the members of the commission from 

the organizations in the state having membership in excess of 100 per­

sons residing in the state and having as their main purpose and goal
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the conservation of natural resources. E a c h  organization shall submit 

the names of three persons and the governor shall select one person 

from each of the organizations submitting names. The members of the 

commission serve at the pleasure of the governor and their appointments 

are not subject to legislative confirmation.

Sec. 44.19.752. TERMS O F  OFFICE. The term of office of each 

m ember is three years. All vacancies shall be filled for the b a l a n c e  

of the unexpired ter m  in the same manner as original appointments.

Sec. 44.19.754. COMPENSATION. The members of the commission may 

not receive compensation for their services, but they shall receive 

the same travel pay and per diem as p r o v i d e d  by law for other c o m m i s­

sions and boards.

Sec. 44.19.756. CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN. The members of the 

commission shall elect from among themselves a chairman and v i c e - c h a i r­

man. The chairman shall be the chief executive officer o f  the c o m m i s­

sion.

Sec. 44.19.758. MEETINGS. The commission shall meet at such 

times and places it considers necessary.

Sec. 44.19.760. DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION. The duties of the 

c ommission are

(1) to serve as an advisory body for the governor on matters 

a ffe c t i n g  the natural resources of the state for the purposes o f  m a i n­

taining ecological b a l ance among the resources and maintaining t h e  

quality of the environment at its p r e sent level or higher;

(2) to formulate and recommend needed changes in standards 

for air and water pollution control and natural resource utilization 

and preservation to the legislature;

(3) to make recommendations to the governor and to the state 

departments and agencies regarding natural resource use and preserva-
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t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r e v e n t a t i v e  and r e s t o r a t i v e  m e t h o d s  o f  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l­

op m e n t ,  and p o l l u t i o n  control.

Sec. 4*1.19.762. R EP ORTS. (a) The c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m ak e  an 

a n n u a l  r e p o r t  t o  the l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  g o v e r n o r  w i t h i n  f i v e  days a f t e r  

th e  c o n v e n i n g  o f  each a n n u a l  s e s s i o n  of the l e g i s l a t u r e .  The r e p o r t  

s h a l l  i n c l u d e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a c­

c o m p l i s h m e n t s  of the f e d e r a l,  s t a t e  and l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  and p r i v at e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  b u s i n e s s e s  in t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  and 

u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  d u r i n g  the p r e c e d i n g  fiscal y e a r ,  and 

an  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  the a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n  terms of the 

o b j e c t i v e  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  of th e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  the s ta t e  an d  the 

p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  the e n v i r o n m e n t a l  quality o f  she sta t e .

(b) T h e  re p o rt  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  (a) o f  thi s  s e c t i o n  s hall c o n t ai n  

t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n  as the 

c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  d e s i r a b l e  to a c h i e v e  the c o n t i n u i n g  

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and e n v i r o n m e n t a l  q u a l i t y  

p r e s e r v a t i o n .
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