
BY T H E  RULES C O M M I T T E E  BY 
IN THE HOUSE REQUEST OF T H E  G O V E R N O R

HOUSE BIL L  NO. 340

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  F O R  T H E  S TATE OF A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESS I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to th e F i s h e r m e n ' s  F und; a n d

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT ENACTED BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

• S e c t i o n  1. AS 2 3 . 3 5 . 0 7 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 3 . 3 5 . 0 7 0 .  B E N E FI T S .  S u b j e c t  to the l i m i t a t i o n s  p r o v i d e d

i n  sec. 100 a [A] f i s h e r m a n ,  u p o n  b e c o m i n g  d i s a b l e d ,  is e n t i t l e d  to 

r e c e i v e  b e n e f i t s  as f o l lows: I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r he s u s t a i n s  a n  I n j u r y

o r  d i s a b i l i t y  a r i s i n g  out o f  a n  a c c i d e n t  d i r e c t l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  his 

o p e r a t i o n s  as a f i s h e r m a n ,  e i t h e r  a s h o r e  in the state or i n  the 

t e r r i t o r i a l  w a t e r s  of the st a t e ,  o r  suffers an o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e ,  

the f i s h e r m a n  is e n t i t l e d  to e m e r g e n c y  t r ea t m e n t ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to 

the n e a re s t  p l a c e  w h e r e  a p p r o v e d  m e d i c a l  f ac i l i t i e s  are a v a i l a b l e ,  

m e d i c a l  c a r e  an d  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .

• Sec. 2. AS 23.35.080 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 23.35.080. EMERGENCY T R EATMENT FOR C A R D I O - V A S C U L A R  DISEASES.

Subject to the limitations p r o v i d e d  in sec. 100 the [THE] department 

may pay the costs, within the m a x i m u m  limitations, of e m e r g e n c y  treat­

ment, transportation, medical care and hospitalization, necessitated 

by a cardio-vascular disease, if the department determines that the 

disease is attributable, directly or indirectly, to the fishing 

endeavor.

• See. 3. AS 23-35.090 is amended to read:

Sec. 23.35.090. ASSISTANCE AFTER DISCHAROE. Subject to the

limitations provided in sec. 100 a [A] fisherman is also entitled to
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such a s s i s t a n c e  a f t e r  d i s c h a r g e fro m  the hospital d u r i n g  p e r i o d  of 

c o n v a l e s c e n c e  as the d e p a r t m e n t  allows in c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the c o n­

dit i o n  of the fund.

* Sec. 4. AS 2 3 . 3 5 . 1 0 0  is r e p e a l e d  and r e - e n ac t e d  to read:

Sec. 2 3 .35.100. T R A N S P O R T A T I O N ,  HOSPITAL, N U R S I N G ,  M E D I C A L  AND

S U R G I C A L  E X P E N SE S .  (a) The d e p a r t m e n t  may pay out of the fund all 

r e a s o n a b l e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c h a r g e s  incurred under s ecs. 70, 80 and 90 

of this chapter, i n c l u d i n g  cost o f  r e t u r n i n g  the f i s h e r m a n  to his boat, 

if w i t h i n  the state, to his h o m e,  if w i t h i n  the st a t e ,  or to another 

p l a c e  w i t h i n  the s t a t e  and w h i c h  is appro v ed  by th e d e p a r t m e n t ,  and 

the r e a s o n a b l e  h o s p i t a l ,  nu r s i n g ,  m e d ic a l  and s u r g i c a l  e x p e n s e  incurred 

w i t h i n  the state f o r  his e x a m i n a t i o n ,  t r e atment a n d  care.

(b) The f i rs t  $5 0  of a n y c l a i m  agai n s t the f u n d  m ust be paid by 

the i n j u r e d  f i s h e r m a n  or the e s t a t e  of a d e c e a s e d  f i s h e r m a n .

(c) In a cas e  of extreme h a r d s h i p  as d e t e r m i n e d  by the 

c o m m i s si o n e r ,  the f i r s t  $50 o f  any claim against t h e  fund may be paid 

out of the fund.

* Sec. 5. AS 2 3 . 3 5 . l M O  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 3. 3 5 . l M O .  L I M I T A T I O N S  ON BENEFITS. N o  [(A) E X C E P T  FOR

COMPELLING R E A S O N S ,  (1) NO] c o m p e n s a t i o n  may be p a i d  for m e d i c a l  care 

or h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  fu r n i s h e d  b e f o r e  the a s c e r t a i n a b l e  time of injury, 

or before a u t h o r i z a t i o n  in th e case of d i s a b i l i t y  c a u s e d  by an 

occupational disease. The [; (2) THE] total a l l o w a n c e  for any one 

injury or disablement is $ 5 . 0 0 0  C$2,500]. s

[(B) THE TOTAL ALLOWANCE FOR ANY ONE HEART ATTACK IS $2,500.]

* Sec. 6. This Act takes effect on the day after its passage and 

approval or on the day it becomes law without approval.

HB 340 - 2 -

o

c


