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THE H0U.3E BY CROFT

HOUSE BILL NO. 335 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

SIXTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

* an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the duties of coroner and conserva­

tor of decedent's effects."

IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 12.65.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 12.65.020. DUTIES. When a person cies unattended by a 

physician, or when no physician is prepared to execute the certificate 

of death prescribed by the Vital Statistics Act, the coroner [DISTRICT 

MAGISTRATE OR DEPUTY MAGISTRATE] assigned to serve the place where the 

death occurs may, by written order, direct a medical examiner to view 

the remains of the deceased person and to perform the post mortem exam­

ination, including an autopsy, as is, in the opinion of the medical 

examiner, necessary to make a proper determination of the cause of death 

and to execute the prescribed death certificate. Upon the completion of 

the examination, the examiner shall, without delay, submit a report of 

his findings and conclusions to the coroner [DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OR 

DEPUTY MAGISTRATE]. The coroner [MAGISTRATE] shall order an inquest 

under this chapter if the findings and conclusions of the medical ex­

aminer, together with other information available to the coroner 

[MAGISTRATE], warrant the inquest. Otherwise he shall enter an order 

dispensing with the inquest and shall record the certificate of death 

as prescribed by law.

* Sec, 2. AS 12.65.030 is repealed and re-enacted to read:

Sec. 12.65.030. CORONER, (a) The commissioner of public safety 

shall designate persons to serve as coroners in each Judicial district
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of the state, and m a y  d e s i g n a t e  a state t r o o p e r  or o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t  

personnel as d e p u t y  coroners. In the a b s e n c e  of a coroner, a dep ut y  

coroner shall e x e r c i s e  the a u t h o r i t y  and p e r f o r m  the duties of  the 

office.

(b) In the a b s e n c e of a coroner or d e p u t y  c o r o n e r  as p r o v i d e d  In

(a) of this s e c t i o n ,  a m a g i s t r a t e  shall s e r ve  as ex officio c o r o n e r  a n d  

shall ex e rcise the a u t h o ri t y  and p e r f o r m  the duties of the office.

• Sec. 3. AS 12.65.070 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 12.65.070. S U B P O E N A  AND E X A M I N A T I O N  OF WITNESSES. In a c­

cordance with AS 44.62.^30 the coroner [THE M A G I S T R A T E  OR D E P U T Y  M A G I S­

TRATE] may s u b p o e n a  and e x a m i n e  as w i t n e s s e s  p e r s o n s  who, in his 

opinion, ha v e  k n o w l e d g e  of the material facts, and a lso an a p p o i n t e d  

medical e x a m i n e r  w h e n  a va i l a b l e ,  or o t h e r w i s e  a p hysician, w h o  shall 

examine the b o d y  and give p r o f e s s i o n a l  o p i n i o n  as to the c a u s e  of the 

d e a t h . A r e c o r d  of the t e s t i m o n y  shall be made. A witness s e r v e d  w i t h  

a subpoena m a y  be c o m p e l l e d  to attend and to t e s t if y ,  or be p u n i s h e d  f o r  

contempt in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 44.62.590. [THE T E S T I M O N Y  S H A L L  BE R E­

DUCED TO WRITING.]

• Sec. 4. AS 12.65.090 is r e p e a l e d  and r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 12.65.090. C0R0NER"S WARRANT F O R  ARREST. If the Jury finds

that a crime was committed in the killing, and also charges a person 

with the commission of the crime, the coroner shall immediately request 

the issuance of a warrant for the arrest of that person, fro m  a Court 

o f  Competent Jurisdiction.

• S e c .  5 . AS 12.65.110 is amended to read:

S e c .  1 2 .6 5 .IIO. PROPERTY ON BODY. If money or other property is 

fo u n d  on t h e  b o d y ,  t h e  c o r o n e r  [MAGISTRATE] s h a l l  make an inventory of 

i t  f o r  h i s  r e c o r d s  an d  t a k e  i t  i n t o  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n .  He s h a l l ,  w ithin 

30  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  I n q u e s t ,  t r a n sm i t  a c e r t i f i e d  copy o f  t h e  inventory
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and the money or property to the clerk o f  the superior court. The clerk 

shall cause the p r o p e r t y  to be sold as u p o n  execution and shall deduct 

the expenses of the sale fr o m  the p r o c e e d s . He shall deposit the r e­

mainder of the proc e e d s  of the sale a nd any money deli v e r e d  to h i m  by 

the coroner [MAGISTRATE] in the same m a n n e r  as mo n e y  c ollected on j u d g­

ments In favor of the state.

* Sec. 6. AS 13.20 is amended by adding a new s e c tion to read:

AS 1 3 .20 .1 05  DUTY OF CORONER. T h e  coroner shall appoint as 

temporary conservator of the estate of a  deceased p erson a relative of 

suitable age and discretion w ho is w i l l i n g  and able to serve until a 

legal custodian is appointed. He shall give pr e f e r e n c e  to a sur v i v i n g  

spouse, an eldest child, or next of kin, in that order. If no such 

relative is w i l l i n g  and able to serve i n  that capacity, the c o r oner or 

his designee in the Alaska Department o f  Public Safety shall serve.

Every temporary conservator shall make an inventory of the decedent's 

assets. He shall, within 30 days, tran s m i t  a certified copy of the 

inventory to the clerk of the s u p e r i o r  court.

* Sec. 7. AS 22.15.110(1) and (3) are repealed.


