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IN THE H O U S E

B Y  K E R T T U L A ,  M C V E I G H  A N D  RA Y
B Y  R E Q U E S T

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. Ill 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  OP A L A S K A  

S I X T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  an Act e n titled: "An Act c r e a t i n g  the A l a s k a  B o a t i n g  Act."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  OP ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 05.25 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

E v e r y  v e s s e l  u s i n g  the w a t e r s  of this s tate s hall be n u m b e r e d  except 

t hose e x e m p t e d  by sec. 21 of this chapter. N o  p e r s o n  may o p e r a t e  or 

give p e r m i s s i o n  for the o p e r a t i o n  of a v e s s e l  on state w a t e r s  unless 

the v e s s e l  is n u m b e r e d  In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  this c h a p t e r  an d  unless

(1) the c e r t i f i c a t e  of n u m b e r  i s s u e d  to the ve s s e l  is on b o a r d  and in 

full force a n d  ef f e c t  and (2) the i d e n t i f y i n g  n u m b e r  set out in the 

c e r t i f i c a t e  of n u m b e r  is d i s p l a y e d  on e ac h  side of the b o w  of the 

v e s s e l .

Sec. O 5 .2 5 .O2 iV. E X E M P T I O N  P R O M  N U M B E R I N G  RE Q U I R E M E N T .  A ves s e l  

is n o t  r e q u i r e d  to;be n u m b e r e d  u n d e r  thi s  c h a p t e r  if it is:

effect w h i c h  has b e e n  i s s u e d  to it u n d e r  f e d e r a l  law in a n o t h e r  state 

or a f e d e r a l l y  a p p r o v e d  n u m b e r i n g  s y s t e m  of a n o t h e r  state; p r o v i d e d  

that a v e s s e l  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  the n u m b e r i n g  s y s t e m  of a n o t h e r  state 

may not be u s e d  on the w a t e r s  of this state for a p e r i o d  in ex ce s s  of 

90 c o n s e c u t i v e  days, an d  a v e s s e l  w i t h  an A l a s k a  c e r t i f i c a t e  of n u m b e r  

is s u e d  by the U n i t e d  St a t e s  Coast G u a r d  may not be u s e d  on the waters 

of this state f or  a p e r i o d  in e x c e s s  of one year.

O P E R A T I O N  OP U N N U M B E R E D  V E S S E L S  PROHIB I T E D .

V E S S EL S .

/

(1) c o v e r e d  by a c e r t i f i c a t e  of n u m b e r  in full force and

(2) f r o m  a c o u n t r y  o t h e r  t h a n  the U n i t e d  States; p r o v i d e d
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that the v e s s e l  may not be u s e d  on the w a t e r s  of this state for a

p e r i o d  In excess of 90 c o n s e c u t i v e  days;

(3) a ve s s e l  w h o s e  o w n e r  Is the U n i t e d  States, a state, or 

a s u b d i v i s i o n  of one of these, u s e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  In the p u b l i c  s e r vi c e  

a nd w h i c h  Is clearly i d e n t i f i a b l e  as such;

(4) a v e s sel's lifeboat, if the b oat is u s e d  so l e l y  for 

l i f e s a v i n g  purposes; this e x e m p t i o n  does not i n c l u d e  d i n ghies, t e n d e r s  

s p e e db o a t s  or o t he r  types of craft c a r r i e d  a b o a r d  v e ss e l s  and u s e d  

f o r  o ther t h a n  l i f e s a v i n g  pu rposes;

(5) a v e s s e l  b e l o n g i n g  to a class of b oats w h i c h  has b e e n  

e x e m p t e d  f r o m  n u m b e r i n g  by the d e p a r t m e n t  a f t e r  it has f o u n d  that

(A) the n u m b e r i n g  of v e s s e l s of this class w i l l  not m a t e r i a l l y  aid  

in its i d e nt i f i c a t i o n ,  (B) an agency of the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  has a

n u m b e r i n g  s y s t e m  a p p l i c a b l e  to the class o f  v e s s e l  to w h i c h  the v e s s e l

in q u e s t i o n  b el o n g s ,  and (C) the ve s s e l  w o u l d  also be exe m p t f r o m  

n u m b e r i n g  if it w er e  subj e ct  to the f e d e r a l  law;

(6) d o c u m e n t e d  by the U n i t e d  St at e s  C oast G u a r d  or o t h e r  

fede r a l  agency r e s p o n s i b l e  for d o c u m e n t i n g  vessels;

(7) o p e r a t i n g  t e m p o r a r i l y  by v i r t u e  of e v i d e n c e  tha t  a

re c e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  for a c e r t i f i c a t e  of n u m b e r  has b e e n  subm i t t e d .
/

Sec. 05 ■ 25 • 0 3 1 ;. I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  N U M B E R  A P P L I C A T I O N .  (a) The 

ow n e r  of each v e s s e l  r e q u i r e d  to be n u m b e r e d  by this c h a p t e r  shall 

file an a p p l i c a t i o n  for n u m b e r  w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t  on forms a p p r o v e d

by it. The a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be s i g n e d  b y  the o w n e r  of the v e s s e l  and

shall be a c c o m p a n i e d  by the fee r e q u i r e d  by (b) of this section.

(b) O r i g i n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  fees are as follows:

(1) vess e l s  less t h a n  12 feet in l e n g t h  .................... $3

(2) v e ss e l s  12 feet in l e n g t h  or more,

but less t han 16 feet ...................    $6
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(3) v e s s e l s  16 feet In length on more,

but less t h a n  26 feet ......................................................... $8

(4) v e s s e l s 26 feet In len g t h  or more.......................  $8

plu s  $1 f o r  e a c h  foot or par t  of a foot In ex c es s  of 26 feet.

(5) ve s s e l s  65 feet In l e n g t h  or mor e........................ $47

p lus 50 cents fo r  e a c h  foot or par t  of a foot In excess of 65 feet.

{ (6) v e s s e l s  o w n e d  by e l e e m o s y n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s

w h i c h  are o p e r a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  as par t  of o r g a n i z e d  a c ti v i t i e s  

for the p u r p o s e  of t e a c h i n g  y o u t h s  s c o u t c r a f t , camping, s e a­

mans h i p ,  s e l f - r e l i a n c e ,  p a t r i o t i s m ,  courage, a n d  s i m i l a r

v i r t u e s .................          no fee

(7) v e s s e l s  o w n e d  by the h e a d  of a f a m i l y  o r  a 

d e p e n d e n t  m e m b e r  of his family, or one s o l e l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  

h i m s e l f  fo r  su p port, u p o n  p r o o f  p r e s e n t e d  by the a p p l i c a n t  

that he has an a n n u a l  f a m i l y  gross i n c o m e  of less tha n

$3,600 for the year;, p r e c e d i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n ...............................  $1

Sec. 05.25.04'l, A N N U A L  R E N E W A L  PEES. The a n n u a l  r e n e w a l  fees 

r e q u i r e d  b y  s e c . . l 4 0  of this c h a p t e r  are as follows:

(1) v e s s e l s  less t h a n  12 feet in l e n g t h ...................  $2

(2) v e s s e l s  12 fee t  in l e n g t h  or more,

but less t h a n  16 feet    , . $4

(3) v e s s e l s  16 feet in l e n g t h  or more,

but less t h a n  26 feet .........................................................  $6

(4) v e s s e l s  26 feet in l e n g t h  or more  ...................  $6

p lus $1 for ea c h  foot or part  of a foot in excess of 26 feet.

(5) v e s s e l s  65 feet in len g t h  or mor e  ......................$45

plus 50 cents for e a c h  foot or p a r t  of a foot in ex c e s s of 65 feet.

(6) v e s s e l s  o w n e d  by e l e e m o s y n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

w h i c h  are o p e r a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  as par t  of o r g a n i z e d  a c t i v i t i e s

-3 - H B  111

(f.) L



for the p u r p o s e  of t e a c h i n g  youths s c o u t c ra f t ,  camping, 

seamanship, s e l f- r e l i a n c e ,  p a t r i o t i s m ,  c o u r a ge  a n d

s i m i l a r  v i r t u e s ..............................................................  no fee

(7) vesse l s  o w n e d  by the h e a d  of a f am i l y  

or a dep en d e n t  m e m b e r  of his family, or one so l e ly  

dep en d e n t  upo n  h i m s e l f  for support, u pon p r o o f  p r e s e n t e d  

by the a p p l i c a n t  that he has an a nn u a l  family gross 

income of less t han $ 3 , 6 00  f or  the y e a r  p r e c e d i n g

a p p l i c a t i o n ........ -................................................................ $1

Sec. 05.25.051. P O R T I O N  OP PEE S  TO M U N I C I P A L I T Y .  All m on e y  

co l l e c t e d  in excess of $4 p e r  v es s e l  s hall be t r a n s m i t t e d  b y  the 

d e p a r t m e n t  to the m u n i c i p a l i t y  d e c l a r e d  on the a p p l i c a t i o n  as the 

p r i n c i p a l  locationj of the v e s s e l  fo r  the f o r t h c o m i n g  year.

Sec. 05 .2 5. 06  

a p p l i c a t i o n  in app
/

Ip.. C E R T I F I C A T E  OP NUMBER. Up o n  r e c e i p t  of the 

-oved form, the d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  e n t e r  the a p p l i­

cation upon its r e c o r d s  and issue to the a p p l i c a n t  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of 

n u m b e r  s t a t i n g  the n u m b e r  a s s i g n e d  to the vessel, the nam e  a n d  addr e s s  

of the o wn e r  a n d  any a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s c r i b e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  

of the department. The o w n e r  s hall p a i n t  on or a t t a c h  to e a c h  side 

of the b o w  of the v e s s e l  the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  n u m b e r  in a m a n n e r  p r e­

scribed by r e g u l a t i o n s  of the d e p a r t m e n t  in o r d e r  that it may be 

clearly visible. The n u m b e r  s hall be m a i n t a i n e d  in legi b le  c o n d i t i o n  

The c e r t i f ic a t e  of n u m b e r  shall be p o c k e t  size an d s h a l l  be a v a i l a b l e  

at all times for i n s p e c t i o n  on the v e s s e l  for w h i c h  i s s u e d  w h e n e v e r  

the vessel is in operation.

Sec. 05.25.071. E X E M P T I O N  P R O M  TAX. All ve s s e l s  r e g i s t e r e d  

u n d e r  this chapter] a n d  all vessels d o c u m e n t e d  u n d e r  fe d e r a l  law 

w h o s e  owners h a v e  p a i d  the a p p r o p r i a t e  fees u n d e r  this chapter, shall 

be exempt f r o m  any p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  tax.

(P)L
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Sec. 05.25.081. C E R T I F I C A T E  F O R  D O C U M E N T E D  VESSEL. A c e r t i f ic a t e  

of r e g i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l  be i s s u e d  for a d o c u m e n t e d  vessel, the o w n er  of 

w h i c h  has p a i d  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee, but a state r e g i s t r a t i o n  num b e r  

may n o t  be i s s u e d  to the vessel.

Sec. O 5 .2 5 .q9 i. R E C O R D I N G  OF C U R R E N T  N U M B E R  B E F O R E  USE IN EX C ES S
f

OF 90 DAYS. The'J o w n e r  o f  a v e s s e l  a l r e a d y  c o v e r e d  by a n u m b e r  in full 

f orce an d  e ff e c t  w h i c h  has b e e n  a s s i g n e d  to it u n d e r  f e d e r a l  law in an 

o t h e r  s tate or a f e d e r a l l y  a p p r o v e d  n u m b e r i n g  s y s t e m  of a n o t h e r  state 

s h a l l  r e c o r d  the n u m b e r  b e f o r e  o p e r a t i n g  the v e s s e l  on the wa t e r s  of 

this state in e x c e s s  of the 90 day r e c i p r o c i t y  p e r i o d  p r o v i d e d  for in 

sec. 21(1) of this chapter. The r e c o r d a t i o n  shall, u p o n  p a y m e n t  of 

the fee p r e s c r i b e d  by sec. 31(b) of this chapter, be in the m a n n e r  

p r e s c r i b e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  of the d e p a r t m e n t  but no a d d i t i o n a l  or s u b s t i­

tute n u m b e r  ma y  be issued. Thi s  s e c t i o n  does not a pply if the state 

of p r i n c i p a l  use has b e e n  changed.

Sec. 05.25.l|01. C H A N G E  OF OWNER. W h e n  the o w n e r s h i p  of a n u m b e r ? 

v e s s e l  c h anges, a n e w  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m  w i t h  a fee of $2 s h a l l  be filed 

w i t h i n  30 days w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t  and a ne w  c e r t i f i c a t e  of n u m b e r  

s h a l l  be i s s u e d  in the same m a n n e r  as p r o v i d e d  for in an o r i g i n a l  assls 

m e n t  of n u m b e r ,  e x c e p t  that if the state of p r i n c i p a l  use r e m a i ns  u n­

c h a n g e d  the n u m b e r  a s s i g n e d  s h a ll  be i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  the p r e v i o u s  one.

Sec. 05.25. ]/l0. C O N F O R M I T Y  W I T H  F E D E R A L  N U M B E R I N G  SYSTEM. If an 

a g e n c y  o f  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  has in f orce an o v e r a l l  s y s t e m  of 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  or n u m b e r i n g  fo r  v e s s e l s in the U n i t e d  Stat e s ,  the 

n u m b e r i n g  s y s t e m  e m p l o y e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  sh a l l  be in co n f o r m i t y  

w i t h  it.

Sec. 0 5 . 2 5 . 1 20 .  I S S U I N G  AGENTS. The d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  i ssue a

c e r t i f i c a t e  of n u m b e r  d i r e c t l y  or may a u t h o r i z e  a p e r s o n  to act as

agent f o r  the issui n g .  If a p e r s o n  a c c e p ts  this a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  he may
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be a l l o t t e d  a b l o c k  of n u m b e r s  and c e r t i f i c a t e s  w h i c h  upon a s s i g n m e n t  

and Issue In c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  this c h a p t e r  and  r e g u l a t i o n s  of the d e­

partment shall be v a l i d  as if a s s i g n e d  a n d  i s s u e d  d i r e c t l y  by the 

department. A p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  and a u t h o r i z e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  to 

sell r e g i s t r a t i o n s  u n d e r  this section, e x c e p t  s a l a r i e d  e m p l o y e e s  o f  the 

state, shall r e t a i n  5 pe r  cent of all m o n e y  collected.

Sec. 05.25.130. R E CO R D S  TO BE PUBLIC. A l l  r e c o r d s  of the de p a r t

m ent made or kept u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  are p u b l i c  records.

Sec. 05.25.l4'0. R E G I S T R A T I O N  PERIOD. E v e r y  c e r t i f i c a t e  i s s u e d

u n d e r this c h a p t e r  is v a l i d  f r o m  D e c e m b e r  15 o f  one y e a r  u n t i l  Ap r i l  1 

of the y e a r  a f t e r  the y e a r  following. A b o a t  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  the first 

time b e t w e e n  O c t o b e r  1 a n d  D e c e m b e r  15 s hall be c h a r g e d  o n e - f o u r t h  of 

the annual rate. The b a s i c  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p e r i o d  shall be f r o m  April 1 

of one y e a r  t h r o u g h  M a r c h  31 of the y e a r  follo w in g ,  w i t h  an o v e r l a p 

grace p e r i o d  as described.

Sec. 0 5 . 2 5 . 15c/. N O T I C E  OF TRAN S F E R ,  D E S T R U C T I O N  O R  A B A N D O N M E N T .  

The o w n e r  s hall f u r n i s h  the d e p a r t m e n t  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  of the t r a n s f e r  

of all or any par t  of his i n t e r es t  o t h e r  t h a n  the c r e a t i o n  of a securit 

i n t erest in a v e s s e l  n u m b e r e d  in the state u n d e r  this chapter, or the 

d e s t r u c t i o n  or a b a n d o n m e n t  of the v e s s e l  w i t h i n  15 days of the event. 

The transfer, d e s t r u c t i o n  or a b a n d o n m e n t  t e r m i n a t e s  the c e r t i f i c a t e  of 

n u m b e r  for the v e s s e l  ex c e pt  that in the case of a t r a n s f e r  of a par t  

i n t erest w h i c h  does not affect the o w n e r ' s  r i g h t  to o p e r a t e  the vessel, 

the t r a n s f e r  does hot t e r m i n a t e  the c e r t i f i c a t e  of number.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. A h o l d e r  of a c e r t i f i c a t e  of

n u m b e r  shall n o t i f y  the d e p a r t m e n t  in w r i t i n g  w i t h i n  15 days if his 

address no l o n g e r  c o n forms to the addr e s s  a p p e a r i n g  on the c e r t i f i c a t e  

and shall, as a part of this n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  f u r n i s h  the d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h

Sec. 0 5 . 25.16C

his n e w  address. 
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Sec. 05.25.170/. NO O T H E R  N U M B E R  ON BOW. No n u m b e r  o t h e r  t h a n  the

n u m b e r  v a l i d l y  a s s i g n e d  to a v e s s e l  may be p a i n te d ,  attached, or o t h e r­

wise d i s p l a y e d  on e i t h e r  side of the b o w  of the vessel.

Sec. 05.25.1^0. R E G U L A T I O N S .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s ha l l  p r o m u l g a t e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  to carry out the p r o v i s i o n s  of this chapter.

A R T I C L E  2. R E Q U I R E D  EQUIP M E N T.

Sec. 0 5 . 25.19'p. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N .  M o t o r b o a t s  s u b j e c t  to the p r o­

vis i o n s  of this c h a p t e r  are d i v i d e d  i nto fou r  clas s e s  as follows:

(1) Class A: Less t h a n  16 feet in length

(2) Class 1: 16 feet or o v e r  and less t h a n  26 feet in

l e n g t h

le n g t h

l e n g t h .

(3) Class 2: 26 feet or o v e r  and less than 40 feet in

(4) Class 3: 40 feet or o v e r  a n d  not more t h a n  65 feet in

Sec. 05.25 

w e a t h e r s  f r o m  su

?00v M O T O R B O A T  LIGHTS. (a) E v e r y  m o t o r b o a t  in all 

iset to s u n r i s e  s h a l l  carry and e x h i b i t  the f o l l o w i n g
I

li g h t s  w h e n  u n d e r w a y , a n d  d u r i n g  that time n o  o t h e r  lights w h i c h  may 

be m i s t a k e n  for t h o s e  p r e s c r i b e d  ma y  be e xhibited:

(1) e v e r y  m o t o r b o a t  o f  c l a ss e s  A a n d  1 shall carry the 

f o l l o w i n g  lights:

(A) a b r i g h t  w h i t e  l ight aft to show a l l  a r o u n d  the 

h o r i z o n ,  and

(B) a c o m b i n e d  light in the fore part of the v es s e l  

a n d  l o w e r  t h a n  the w h i t e  l ight aft, s h o w i n g  g r e e n  to s t a r b o a r d  an' 

r e d  to port, so f i x e d  as to t h r o w  the l ight f r o m  r i g h t  a h e a d  to 

two p o i n t s  (22 1/2 d e gr e e s )  abaft the b e a m  on t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

s i d e s ;

(2) e v e ry  m o t o r b o a t  of clas s e s 2 a n d  3 s h a l l  carry the

- 7 _ H B  111
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f o l l o w i n g  lights:

(A) a bright w h i t e  light in the fore part of the v e s s e l  

as n e a r  the s t e m  as p r a c t i c a b l e ,  so c o n s t r u c t e d  as to s h o w  the 

u n b r o k e n  light over an arc of the h o r i z o n  of t w e n t y  p o i n t s  (225 

degrees) of the compass, so f i x e d  as to t h r o w  the light t e n  p o i n t s  

(112 1/2 degrees) on each side of the vessel, name l y ,  f r o m  right 

a h e a d  to two po i n t s  (22 1/2 degrees) abaft the b e a m  on e i t h e r  side

(B) a bright w h i t e  light aft to s h o w  all a r o u n d  the 

h o r i z o n  an d  h i g h e r  t h a n  the w h i t e  light forward;

(C) on the s t a r b o a r d  side a g r ee n  light so c o n s t r u c t e d  

as to s h o w  an u n b r o k e n  light o v e r  an arc of the h o r i z o n  o f  t e n  

poi nt s  (112 1/2 degrees) of the compass, so f i x e d  as to t h r o w  the 

light f r o m  ri g h t  a h e a d  to two p oi n t s  (22 1/2 degrees) abaft the 

b e a m  on the s t a r b o a r d  side; on the po r t  side a r e d  light so c o n­

str u c t e d  as to show  an u n b r o k e n  light ov e r  an arc of the h o r i z o n  

of te n  p o i n t s  (112 1/2 d e g rees) of the compass, so f i x e d  as to ' 

t h r o w  the light f rom r ight a h e a d  to two p oi n t s  (22 1/2 degrees) 

abaft the b e a m  on the p o r t  side; the side li g ht s  shall be f i tt e d  

w i t h  i n b o a r d  screens so set as to p r e v e n t  t h e s e  lig ht s  f r o m  b e i n g  

see n across the bow;

(3) m o t o r b o a t s  of classes A an d  1 w h e n  p r o p e l l e d  by sail 

alone shall e x h i b i t the c o m b i n e d  l ight p r e s c r i b e d  by (1) of this s e c­

tion and a 12 p o i n t  (135 degrees) w h i t e  light aft; m o t o r b o a t s  of 

classes 2 and 3, w h e n  so p r o p e l l e d  shall e x h i b i t  the c o l o r e d  side 

lights, s u i t a b l y  s c r e e n e d  p r e s c r i b e d  by (2) of this s e c t i o n  and a 

12 p o i n t  (135 degrees) w h i t e  light aft;

(b) E v e r y  w h i t e  light p r e s c r i b e d  by this s e c t i o n  s h al l  be of suc h 

c h a r a c t e r  as to be v i s i b l e  at a d i s t a n c e  of at least two miles. E v e r y  

c o l o r e d  light p r e s c r i b e d  by this s e c t i o n  shall be of suc h c h a r a c t e r  as

H B  111 -8-
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to be v i s i b l e  at a d i s t a n c e  of at least one mile. The w o r d  "visible" 

in this s u b s e c t i o n ,  w h e n  a p p l i e d  to lights, m eans v i s i b l e  on a dark 

n i g h t  w i t h  c l e a r  a tmosphere.

(c) W h e n  p r o p e l l e d  by b o t h  sail and m a c h i n e r y  e v e r y  m o t o r b o a t  

shall carry the lights r e q u i r e d  by this s e c t i o n  for a m o t o r b o a t  p r o­

pe l l e d  by m a c h i n e r y  only.

Sec. 0 5 . 2 5 . 2 i y . L I G H T S  ON M A N U A L L Y  P R O P E L L E D  VESSELS. M a n u a l l y  

p r o p e l l e d  vess e l s  'shall carry, r eady at hand, a l a n t e rn  or flas h l i g ht  

s h o w i n g  a w h i te  l ight w h i c h  sh a l l  be e x h i b i t e d  in s u f f i c i e n t  time to 

a v e r t collision.

Sec. 0 5 .2 5 .2 2 0 . I N T E R N A T I O N A L  LIGHTS. Any ve s s e l  may carry and 

e x h i b it  the lights r e q u i r e d  by the F e d e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n s  for P r e v e n t i n g  

C o l l i s i o n s  at Sea, i 9 6 0 , Act of S e p t e m b e r  24, 1963 (33 USC 1051 - 

1053) and (33 USC 106l - 1094) as a m e n d e d  to J a n u a r y  1, 1969 in lieu 

of the lights r e q u i r e d  by se.c. 200 o f  this chapter.

Sec. 0 5 .25.230. L I G H T S  ON V E S S E L S  O V E R  65 F E E T  A ND  T H O S E  PRO-

4
P E L L E D  S O L E L Y  BY WIND. V e s s e l s  o v e r  65 feet in le n g t h and those p r o­

pe l l e d  sol e l y  by w i n d  ef f e c t on sails s hall d i s p l a y  lights as p r e­

sc r i b e d  by f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  as a m e n d e d  to J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 6 9 .
Sec. 05.25.240. W H I S T L E S  A N D  BELLS. (a) E v e r y  m o t o r b o a t  of

I

class 1, 2, or 3 s h a ll  be p r o v i d e d  w i t h  an e f f i c i e n t  w h i s t l e  or o ther 

s o u n d - p r o d u c i n g  m e c h a n i c a l  a p p l i a n c e  c a p a b l e  of p r o d u c i n g  signals 

r e q u i r e d  by the f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  as a m e n d e d  to J a n u a r y  1, 1969.

(b) E v e r y  m o t o r b o a t  of class 2 or 3 s h a l l  be p r o v i d e d  w i t h  an 

e f f i c i e n t  bell.

Sec. 05.2 5 .2 5 U .  O T H E R  R E Q U I R E D  E Q U I P M E N T .  (a) E v e r y  ve s s el  

s h a l l  carry at least one U. S. Coast G u a r d  a p p r o v e d  l i f e s a v i n g  device 

of the sort p r e s c r i b e d  by the r e g u l a t i o n s  of the d e p a r t m e n t  for eac h 

p e r s o n  on boa r d,  so p l a c e d  as t o  be r e a d i l y  accessible. E v e r y

_ 9 _ H B  111
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m o t o r b o a t  c a r r y i n g  p a s s e n g e r s  for hire shall carry, so p l a c e d  as to be 

r e a d i l y  a cc e s sible, at least one U. S. Coast G u a r d  a p p r o v e d  life p r e­

server of the sort p r e s c r i b e d  by r e g u l a t i o n s  of the d e p a r t m e n t  for 

each p e r s o n  on board. All l i f e s a v i n g  d e v i c e s  s h a l l  be in g o o d  and 

s e r v i c e a b l e  condition.

(b) E v e r y  m o t o r b o a t  sh a l l  be p r o v i d e d  w i t h  the n u m b e r ,  size, and 

type of U. S. Coast G ua r d  a p p r o v e d  fire e x t i n g u i s h e r s ,  capa b le  of 

p r o m p t l y  and e f f e c t u a l l y  e x t i n g u i s h i n g  b u r n i n g  gas o li n e ,  p r e s c r i b e d  by 

the r e g u l a t i o n s  of the de p a r t m en t ,  and w h i c h  s hall be at all times 

kept in c o n d i t i o n for im m e d i a t e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  use and s hall be so 

placed as to be r e a d i l y  accessible.

(c) E very v e s s e l  o ver 16 feet in l e n g t h  w h i c h  is r e q u i r e d  to be 

n u m b e r e d  or d o c u m e n t e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  s h a l l  carry at least one 

flare or smoke si g n a l  a p p r o v e d  by the U. S. Coast Guard.

(d) E v e r y  m o t o r b o a t  shall have the c a r b u r e t o r  of e v e r y  engine, 

except o u t b o a r d  m ot o r s  u s i n g  g a s o l i n e  as fuel, e q u i p p e d  w i t h  s uch 

e ff i c i e n t U. S. Coast G u a r d  a p p r o v e d  flame a r restor, b a c k f i r e  trap,

or o t h e r s i m i l a r  device as may be p r e s c r i b e d  by the r e g u l a t i o n s  of the 

d e p a r t m e n t .

(e) E very m o t o r b o a t  and e very vessel, e xc e p t  o p e n  b o a t s  as d e­

fined by the r e g u l a t i o n s  of the d e p a r t m e n t ,  u s i n g  as fue l  any l i q u i d  

of a v o l a t i l e  nature, s hall be p r o v i d e d  w i t h  such means as may be 

p r e s c r i b e d  by the r e g u l a t i o n s  of the d e p a r t m e n t  for p r o p e r l y  and 

e f f i c i e n t l y  v e n t i l a t i n g  the bilges of the en g i ne  a n d  fuel t a n k  c o m­

par t m e n t s  so as to R e m o v e  e x p l o s i v e  or f l a m m a b l e  gases.

Sec. 05.25.260. E Q U I P M E N T  E X E M P T I O N S  IN A U T H O R I Z E D  RACES. The 

p r o v i s i o n s  in secs. 240 and  250(b) of this c h a p t e r  do not apply to 

m o t o r b o a t s  w h i le  c o m p e t i n g  in a race c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  secs. 470 - 480 

of this c h a p t e r  or, if the b o a ts  are d e s i g n e d  a n d  i n t e n d e d  s o l e l y  for 
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racing, w h i l e  e n g a g e d  in n a v i g a t i o n  i n c i d e n t a l  to the t u n i n g  up of the 

b oats and e n g i n e s  for the race.

Sec. 0 5 .2 5 .2 7 9 . M U F F L I N G  DEVICES. The e x h a u s t  o f  e v e r y i n t e r n a l

/
c o m b u s t i o n  eng i n e  'used on a m o t o r b o a t  shall be e f f e c t i v e l y  m u f f l e d  by 

an e f f i c i e n t  m u f f l i n g  device or s y s t e m  u s e d  so as to m u f f l e  the n oise 

of the e x h a u s t  in a r e a s o n a b l e  mann e r .  The use of c u t - o u t s  is p r o­

hibit e d ,  e x c e p t  for m o t o r b o a t s  c o m p e t i n g  in a r e g a t t a  or boat race 

a p p r o v e d  as p r o v i d e d  in secs. 470 - 480 of this chapter, and for these 

m o t o r b o a t s  w h i l e  on t r i a l  runs, d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  not to e x c e e d  48 hours 

i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  the r e g a t t a  or race and for t hese m o t o r b o a t s  

w h i l e  c o m p e t i n g  in o f f i c i a l  t r i a l s  for s p e e d  r e co r d s  d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  

not to e x c e e d  48 hours i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  the r e g a t t a  or race.

Sec. 0 5 . 2 5 . 2|80. P I L O T  RULES. The d e p a r t m e n t  is a u t h o r i z e d  to 

e s t a b l i s h  and m a i n t a i n  for the o p e r a t i o n  of v e s se l s  on the w a t e r s  of 

this state p i l o t  rules not in c o n f l i c t  w i t h  the p i l o t  rules c o n t a i n e d  

in the f e d e r a l  n a v i g a t i o n  laws o r  the n a v i g a t i o n  rules p r o m u l g a t e d  by 

the U n i t e d  Sta te s  Coast Guard.

Sec. 0 5 . 25 . 2 ^ 0 .  P R O H I B I T I O N  A G A I N S T  O P E R A T I O N  OF I M P R O P E R L Y  

E Q U I P P E D  VESSEL. \No p e r s o n  m a y o p e r a t e  or give p e r m i s s i o n  for the 

o p e r a t i o n  of a v e s s e l  w h i c h  is not e q u i p p e d  as r e q u i r e d  by this chapter! 

or the r e g u l a t i o n s  mad e  u n d e r  it.

A R T I C L E  3. B O A T  LIVERIES.

Sec. 05.25. i.00. L I V E R Y  RECO R D .  The o w n e r  of a b o a t  livery shall
\

k eep a r e c o r d  of the na m e  a nd  a d d r e s s  of the p e r s o n  h i r i n g  a m o t o r b o a t  

or vess e l ,  its i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  n u m b e r ,  the d e p a r t u r e  date and time, and 

the e x p e c t e d  time of return. The r e c o r d  s h al l  be p r e s e r v e d  for at 

least six months.

Sec. 05.2 5 . 31 0 .  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  F O R  R E Q U I R E D  E Q U I P ME N T .  N e i t h e r  

the o w n e r  o f  a boa t  li v e r y  n o r  his a gent or e m p l o y e e s  may per m i t  a
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m o t o r b o a t  or ve s s el  to depart f r o m  his p r e m i s e s  u n l e s s  it has b e e n  

p ro v i d e d , e i t h e r  by the o w ne r  or renter, w i t h  the e q u i p m e n t  r e q u i r e d  

by secs. 190 - 270 of this c h a p t e r  and the r e g u l a t i o n s  m a d e  u n d e r  t h e m

A R T I C L E  4. OPERATION.

Sec. 05.25.320. R E C K L E S S  OR NEGL I GE N T .  N o  p e r s o n  may o p e r a t e  a 

m o t o r b o a t  or vessel, or m a n i p u l a t e  w a t e r  skis, a q u a p l a n e ,  s u r f b o a r d ,  or 

s i m i l a r  devices in a r e c k l e s s  or n e g l i g e n t  m a n n e r  so as to e n d a n g e r  

the life, limb, or p r o p e r t y  of a n o t h e r  person.

Sec. 05.25.330. U N D E R  THE I N F L U E N C E  OF A L C O H O L  O R  DRUGS. No 

p e r s o n  may oper a t e  a m o t o r b o a t  or vessel, or m a n i p u l a t e  w a t e r  skis, 

aqua p l a n e ,  surfb o a r d ,  or s i m i l a r  devi ce s  w h i l e  u n d e r  the i n f l u e n c e  of 

alcohol, a n a r c o t i c  drug, b a r b i t u r a t e  or mari ju a n a .

Sec. 05.25.3.40. DUTY TO R E N D E R  A S S I S T A N C E  A N D  I D E N T I F Y  V E S S E L

/
AN D  SELF. It is/the duty of the o p e r a t o r  of a v e s s e l  i n v o l v e d  in a 

collision, accident, or o th e r  casualty, so far as he can do so w i t h o u t  

serious d an g e r  to his own vessel, crew an d p a s s e n g e r s ,  to r e n d e r  to 

o t h e r p e r s o n s  a f f e c t e d  by the ca s u a l t y  su c h  a s s i s t a n c e  as may be 

p r a c t i c a b l e  and as m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  in o r d e r  to save t h e m  f r o m  or m i n­

imize any d a n g e r  c a u s e d  by the casualty, a n d  also to give his name, 

address, a n d i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of his v e s s e l  in w r i t i n g  to a p e r s o n  

i n j u r e d  and to the o w n e r  o f  p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e d  in casualty.

Sec. 05.25.350. A C C I D E N T  R E P O R T  R E Q UIRED. In th e  case of a 

r e p o r t a b l e  b o a t i n g  a c c i d e n t  the o p e r a t o r  of any v e s s e l  i n v o l v e d  s h a l l 

file w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t  a full d e s c r i p t i o n  of the a c c i d e n t  i n c l u d i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  the d e p a r t m e n t  may, by r e g u l a t i o n ,  require. If the o p e r a­

tor  or o w ne r  is in c a p a b l e  of m a k i n g  the r e p o r t  the i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

o f f i c e r  s hall submit the report.

Sec. 05 .25.3^0. P R O T E C T I O N  OF A C C I D E N T  REPORTS. (a) The r e p o r t  

made u n d e r  sec. 350 of this c h a p t e r  is w i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e ,  is for the



I

2
3

4

5

6
7

8
9

10
1 1
12
13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
21
22
23

24

25

26

27

28

29

i n f o r m a t i o n  of the d e p a r t m e n t  and is not open to p u b l i c  inspection.

The fact that the report has b e e n  m ade is a d m i s s i b l e  in e v i d e n c e  solelj 

to s h o w  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  sec. 350 of this c h a p t e r  but no repo r t  and no 

st a t e m e n t  c o n t a i n e d  in it is a d m i s s i b l e  as e vi d e n c e  for any p u r p o s e  in 

a tri a l ,  c ivil or criminal.

(b) In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a r e q u e s t  made by an a u t h o r i z e d  of f i c i a l  

or ag e n c y of the U n i t e d  States, i n f o r m a t i o n  c o m p i l e d  or o t h e r w i s e  

a v a i l a b l e  to the d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n  s h a ll  be t r a n s­

mi t t e d  to the o f f i c i a l  or agency of the U n i t e d  St a t e s  for a n a l y t i c a l  

and s t a t i s t i c a l  purposes.

Sec. 05.25.3)^0. OBSERVER. No p e r s o n  may o p e ra t e  a v e s s e l  on any 

wat er s  of this state for t o w i n g  a p e r s o n  on w a t e r  skis, a quaplane, 

su r f b o a r d ,  or s i m i l a r  devices un l e s s  there is in the v e s s e l  a competent 

person, in a d d i t i o n  to the o p e r a t o r ,  in a p o s i t i o n  to o b s e r v e  the p r o­

gress of the p e r s o n  or p e r s o n s  b e i n g  towed.

Sec. 05.25.3pQ. N O  S K I I N G  S U N S E T  T O  SUNRISE. No p e r s o n  may
t

o p e r a t e  a v e s s e l  bn any w a t e r s  of this state t o w i n g  a p e r s o n  on w a t e r  

skis, a q u a p l a n e ,  s u r f b oa r d ,  o r  s i m i l a r  devices, n o r  may any p e r s o n  

engage in w a t e r  skiing, a q u a p l a n i n g ,  s u r f b o a r d i n g ,  or s i m i l a r  a c t ivity 

at any t ime b e t w e e n  the h o u r s  f r o m  s u n s e t  to sunrise.

Sec. 05.25.390. A P E R F O R M E R  E N G A G E D  IN AN A U T H O R I Z E D  ACTIVITY. 

The p r o v i s i o n s  of secs. 370 - 38O o f  this c h a p t e r  do not a pply to a 

p e r f o r m e r  e n g a g e d  in a p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x h i b i t i o n  or a p e r s o n  or pers o n s  

e n g a g e d  i n  an a c t i v i t y  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  secs. 470 - 480 of this 

c h a p t e r .

Sec. 0 5.25.400. V E S S E L S  R E Q U I R E D  TO D I S P L A Y  C A P A C I T Y  PLATE.

E v e r y  v e s s e l  less t h a n  26 feet in l e n g t h  d e s i g n e d  to c arry two or more

p e r s o n s  an d  to be p r o p e l l e d  by m a c h i n e r y  as its p r i n c i p a l  source of 

p o w e r  or d e s i g n e d  to be p r o p e l l e d  by oars, shall, if m a n u f a c t u r e d  or
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o f f e r e d  for sale in this state, have a f f i x e d  p e r m a n e n t l y  to it by the 

m a n u f a c t u r e r  a c a p ac i t y  plate as r e q u i r e d  by secs. 400 - 460 of this 

chapter. Canoes and s a i l b o a t s  are ex e m p t f r o m  t hese p r o v is i o n s .  As 

u s e d  in secs. 400 - 460 o f  this c h a p t e r  " m a n u f a c t ur e "  m eans to c o n­

struct or a s se m b l e  a v e s s e l  or a l t e r  a v e s s e l  in such m a n n e r  as to 

change its weight c a r r y i n g  capacity. This s e c t i o n  a p p l i e s  only to 

v e s s e l s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  a f te r  J a n u a r y  1, 1970.

Sec. 05.25.41/0. CA P A C I T Y  PL A T E  I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  LOCATION. A ca^
j

p a c i t y  p la t e  sha/j/l b ea r  the f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r m a n e n t l y  m a r k e d  

in such a m a n n e r  as to be clear l y  v i s i b l e  and l e g i b l e  f r o m  the p o s i t i o n  

d e s i g n e d  or n o r m a l l y  i n t e n d e d  to be o c c u p i e d  by the o p e r a t o r  of the 

ve s s e l  w h e n  underway:

(1) f o r all v e s s e ls  d e s i g n e d  fo r  or r e p r e s e n t e d  by the 

m a n u f a c t u r e r  as b e i n g  s u i ta b l e  for use w i t h  o u t b o a r d  motor:

(A) the t o t al  w e i g h t  of p e r s o n s ,  motor, gear, and  

o t h e r a r t i c l e s  p l a c e d  a b o a r d  w h i c h  the v e s s e l  is capa b l e  o f  c a r r y ­

ing w i t h  safety u n d e r  no r m a l  conditions;

(B) the r e c o m m e n d e d  n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  c o m m e n s u r a t e  

w i t h  the w e i g h t  c a p a ci t y  of th e  v e s s e l  a n d  the p r e s u m e d  w e i g h t  in 

pounds of eac h  person; in no i n s t a n c e  ma y the p r e s u m e d  w e i g h t  p e r

p e r s o n  be less t h a n  150 pounds;

(C) c lear no t ic e  that the i n f o r m a t i o n  a p p e a r i n g  on the 

c a p a ci t y  p l a t e  is a p p l i c a b l e  u n d e r  n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  tha t  the 

w e i g h t  of the o u t b o a r d  m o t o r  and a s s o c i a t e d  e q u i p m e n t  is c o n s i d­

ere d  to be part of t o t a l  w e i g h t  capacity;

(D) the m a x i m u m  h o r s e p o w e r  of  the m o t o r  the v e s s e l  is 

d e s i g n e d  or i n t e n d e d  to acc o m m o da t e ;  1

(2) for all o t h e r  v e s s e l s  to w h i c h  t his s e c t i o n  applies:

(A) the t ot a l  w e i g h t  of persons, gear, and o t h e r
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a r t i c l e s  p l a c e d  a b o a r d  w h i c h  the v e s s e l  is capable of c a r r y i n g  

w i t h  safety u n d e r  n or m a l  c o n d i t i o n s ;

(B) the r e c o m m e n d e d  n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  c o m m e n s u r a t e  withj 

the w e i g h t  c a p a c i t y  of the v e s s e l  and the p r e s u m e d  w e i g h t  in 

p o u n d s  o f  eac h  such p e r s o n;  in n o  i n s t a n c e  may the p r e s u m e d  w e i g h t  

p e r  p e r s o n  be less t h a n  150 pounds;

(C) c le a r  n o t i c e  that the i n f o r m a t i o n  a p p e a r i n g  on the 

c a p a c i t y  p l a t e  is a p p l i c a b l e  u n d e r  n o r m a l  conditions.

Sec. O 5 .2 5 .429l R E G U L A T I O N S  F O R  D E T E R M I N I N G  CAPACITY. The 

i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to m a x i m u m  loa d  c a p a c i t y  r e q u i r e d  to a pp e a r  on 

c a p a c i t y  p l a t e s  by sec. 410 of this c h a p t e r  shall be d e t e r m i n e d  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  m e t h o d s  and  f o r m u l a s  p r e s c r i b e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  

by the d e p a r t m e nt .  In p r e s c r i b i n g  t h e s e  m e t h o d s  and formulas, the 

d e p a r t m e n t  s h al l  be g u i d e d  by a n d  give due r e g a r d  to the n e c e s s i t y  

for u n i f o r m i t y  in m e t h o d s  and f o r m u l a s  la w fu l  for use in d e t e r m i n i n g  

small v e s s e l  c a p a c i t y  in the s e v e r a l  states and to m e t h o d s  and f o r­

mulas w h i c h  m a y  be r e c o g n i z e d  or r e c o m m e n d e d  by the U n i t e d  States 

Coast Guard.

Sec. 05 .25.430. V E S S E L S  N O T  H A V I N G  A C A P A C I T Y  P L A T E  AFFIXED. A

v e s s e l  to w h i c h  sq 

p l a t e  m e e t i n g  the

c. 400 of this c h a p t e r  a p p l i e s  not h a v i n g  a c a p a c i t y  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of law a f f i x e d  to it by the m a n u f a c t u r e  

ma y  hav e  it a f f i x e d  b y  any o t h e r  p e r s o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  

the d e p a r t m e n t  ma y  p r e s c r i b e ,  a n d  may t h e r e a f t e r  be o f f e r e d  for sale 

in this state. No a c t i o n  t a k e n  u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  r e l i e v e s  a m a n u­

f a c t u r e r  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  for f a i l u r e  to co m p l y  w i t h  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  

of sec. 400 of this chapter.

Sec. 0 5 . 2 5 . 44L. W A R R A NT Y .  The i n f o r m a t i o n  a p p e a r i n g  on a c a p a­

city p l a t e  s h al l  tie c o n s i d e r e d  to w a r r a n t  that the m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  or 

the p e r s o n  a f f i x i n g  the c a p a c i t y  p l a t e  as p e r m i t t e d  by sec. 430 of
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this c h a pt e r  has c o r r e c t l y  an d  f a i t h f u l l y  e m p l o y e d  a m e t h o d  an d f o r­

mu l a  for the c a l c u l a t i o n  of m a x i m u m  w e i g h t  c a p a c i t y  p r e s c r i b e d  by the 

de p a r t m e n t  and that the i n f o r m a t i o n  a p p e a r i n g  on the c a p a c i t y  p l a t e  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  to m a x i m u m  w ei g h t  c a p acity and r e c o m m e n d e d  n u m b e r  of 

p e r s o n s  is the re su l t  of the a p p l i c a t i o n  of this m e t h o d  and formula, 

an d  w i t h  r e sp e c t  to i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  h o r s e p o w e r  l i m i t a t i o n s  that

the i n f o r m a t i o n  is ,not a d e l i b e r a t e  or n e g l i g e n t  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .
I

Sec. 05. 25.45Q1. I M P R A C T I C A L  TO A F F I X  C A P A C I T Y  PLATE. If a
l

ve s s e l  r e q u i r e d  by sec. 400 of this c h a p t e r  to have a c a p a c i t y  plate 

a f f i x e d  to it is of a de s i g n  or c o n s t r u c t i o n  w h i c h  ma k e s  it i m p r a c t i­

cable or u n d e s i r a b l e  to a f f i x  the plate, the m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  or o t h e r  

p e r s o n  h a v i n g  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for a f f i x i n g  the plate, m ay  r e p r e s e n t  

this i m p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  or u n d e s i r a b i l i t y  to the d e p a r t m e n t  in w r i ting. 

Upo n d e t e r m i n a t i o n  by the d e p a r t m e n t  that the r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  has m e r i t 

and that a p r o p e r  an d  e f f e c t i v e  s u b s t i t u t e  for the c a p a c i t y  pl a t e  

w h i c h  w i l l  serve the same p u r p o s e  is feasible, the d e p a r t m e n t  may 

a u t h o r i z e  a l t e r n a t i v e  compliance.

Sec. 05.25.46.0. U N C O N V E N T I O N A L  DESIGN. The d e p a r t m e n t  may by 

r e g u l a t i o n s  exempt,' from the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of sec. 400 of this c h a p t e r  

vess e l s  w h i c h  it finds to be of such  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  des i g n  or c o n­

st r u c t i o n  that the i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  on c a pa c i t y  pl a t e s  w o u l d  not 

assist in p r o m o t i n g  s a f e t y  or is not r e a s o n a b l y  obtaina b l e .

A R T I C L E  5. R E GATTAS, RACES, M A R I N E  PARADES,

T O U R N A M E N T S  O R  E X H I B I T I O N S
i

Sec. 05.25.47Q. A G E N C Y  M A Y  R E G ULATE. The d e p a r t m e n t  may r e g u­

late the h o l d i n g  of rega t t a s ,  m o t o r b o a t  or o t h e r  boat races, m a r i n e  

pa r a d e s ,  t o u r n a m e n t s  or e x h i b i t i o n s  which, by t h e i r  natu re ,  c i r c u m­

stance or l o c a t i o n  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  e x t r a  or u n u s u a l  h a z a r d s  to the 

safety o f  life on any w a t e r s  o f  this state. It s hall adopt 
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r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  the safety of m o t o r b o a t s  and o t h e r  v e s s e l s  and 

p e r s o n s  on them, e i t h e r  o b s e r v e r s  or p a r t i c i p a n t s .  W h e n  a regatta, 

m o t o r b o a t  or o t h e r  b o a t  race, m a r i n e  p a r a d e ,  t o u r n a m e n t  or e x h i b i t i o n  

is p r o p o s e d  to be held, the p e r s o n  in charge of it shall, at least 30 
days b e f o r e  it, file an a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t  for p e r m i s s i o n  

to h o l d  the event. The a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  set out the date, time and 

l o c a t i o n  w h e r e  it is p r o p o s e d  to h o l d  the e vent a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  

the d e p a r t m e n t  may by r e g u l a t i o n  r e q u i r e ,  and it ma y  n o t  be c o n d u c t e d  

w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of the depart m e n t .

Sec. 05.25.480. P E R M I T  B Y  U. S. AGENCY. The p r o v i s i o n s  of secs.

/
470 - 480 o f  thiq' c h a p t e r  do no t  e x e m p t  a p e r s o n  f r o m  c o m p l i a n c e  wit h  

a p p l i c a b l e  f e d e r a l  law or r e g u l a t i o n ,  n o r  r e q u i r e  h i m  to secure a 

state p e r m i t  if a pe r m i t  f o r the ev e n t  h a s  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  an 

a u t h o r i z e d  a g e n c y  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

A R T I C L E  6. U N I F O R M  S T A T E  W A T E R W A Y  

M A R K E R  S Y S T E M

Sec. 0 5. 25 . 4 9 0 .  S T A T E  A G E N C Y  M A Y  MA K E  R E G U L A T I O N S .  The D e p a r t­

ment of P u b l i c  W orks may m a k e  r e g u l a t i o n s  for the u n i f o r m  m a r k i n g  of
t

the w a t e r  ar ea s i n  this s tate t h r o u g h  the p l a c e m e n t  of aids to n a v i­

ga t i o n  an d  r e g u l a t o r y  m a r kers. The r e g u l a t i o n s  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a 

m a r k i n g  s y s t e m  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  the s y s t e m  of aids to n a v i g a t i o n  p r e­

scr i b e d  by the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Coast Guard. No city, county, or p e r s o n  

ma y  m a r k  or ob s t r u c t  the w a t e r s  of this s tate in any m a n n e r  so as to 

e n d a n g e r  the o p e r a t i o n  of w a t e r c r a f t  or c o n f l i c t w i t h  the m a r k i n g  

s y s t e m  p r e s c r i b e d  py the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Works.

Sec. 0 5 . 2 5 .5 Q 0 .  V I O L A T I O N  OF OR I N T E R F E R E N C E  W I T H  R E G U L A T O R Y
I1

TYPE MA R K E R S .  (a) It is u n l a w f u l  fo r  a p e r s o n  to op e r a t e  a v es s e l  on 

the w a t e r s  o f  this  state in a m a n n e r  o t h e r  th a n  that p r e s c r i b e d  or 

p e r m i t t e d  by r e g u l a t o r y  markers.
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(b) No p e r s o n  ma y m o o r  or f a s t e n  a v e s s e l  to or w i l f u l l y  damage, 

t amper, remove, ob s t r u c t , or i n t e rf e r e  w i t h  an a i d  to n a v i g a t i o n  or 

r e g u l a t o r y  m a r k e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  this chapter.

Sec. 05.25.^10. A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  S P E C I A L  RE G U L A T I O N S .  A b o r o u g h  

or city of the state may, at any time, but o nly a f t e r  p u b l i c  n o t i c e
I

mak e  for m a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  to the d e p a r t m e n t  fo r  s p e c i a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e  to the o p e r a t i o n  of ve s s e l s  on w a t e r s  w i t h i n  its t e r r i t o r i a l  

limits and shall set out the r e as o n s  w h i c h  m a k e  the s p e c i a l  r e g u l a t i o n  

n e c e s s a r y  or appropriate.

A R T I C L E  7. G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S  

Sec. 05.25.520. C O M P R E H E N S I V E  S A F E T Y  A N D  E D U C A T I O N A L  PROGRAM.

The d e p a r t m e n t  is jiuthorized to i n a u g u r a t e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  b o a t i n g

1
safety an d  b o a t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m ,  an d  to see k  the c o o p e r a t i o n  of 

b o a t me n ,  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a nd  o t h e r  states. The d e p a r t m e n t  m ay  

issue sa f e t y  c e r t i f i c a t e s  to p e r s o n s  w h o  c o m p l e t e  courses in b o a t i n g  

safety education.

Sec. 05.25.530. O W N E R ' S  C I V I L  L I AB ILI TY . The o w n e r  of a v e s s e l

is liable for injury or da m a g e  c a u s e d  by the n e g l i g e n t  o p e r a t i o n  of
/

the ve s s e l  w h e t h e r  the n e g l i g e n c e  c o n s i s t s  of a v i o l a t i o n  of the p r o­

visions of the s ta t u t e s  of the state, or n e g l e c t i n g  to o b s e r v e  s u c h  

o r d i n a r y  care in the o p e r a t i o n  as the rules of c o m m o n  law require.

The o w n e r  is not liable, h o w e v e r ,  un le s s  the v e s s e l  is b e i n g  u s e d  w i t h  

his expr e ss  or i m p l i e d  consent. It s h a ll  be p r e s u m e d  that the v e s s e l  

is b e i n g  o p e r a t e d  w i t h  the k n o w l e d g e  and c o n s en t  of the owner, if at 

the time of the i n j u r y  or damage, it is u n d e r  c o n t r o l  of his or h e r  

spouse, father, moth e r ,  b r o t h e r ,  sister, son, d a u g h t e r  or o t h e r  i m m e d i  

ate m e m b e r  of the o w n e r ' s  family. N o t h i n g  in this s e c t i o n  m a y  be 

c o n s t r u e d  to re l i e v e  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  w h i c h  he w o u l d

o t h e r w i s e  have.
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Sec. 05.2 5 .5 4 0 .  A U T H O R I T Y  TO STO P  AN D  BOARD. M e m b e r s  of the 

d e p a r t m e n t  e m p o w e r e d  to e n f o r c e  the p r o v i s i o n s  of this c h a p t e r  and 

r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  it h a v e  the a u t h o r i t y  to stop and b o a r d  a 

v e s s e l  s u b j e c t  to this c h a p t e r  for the p u r p o s e  of i n s p e c t i o n  or d e t e r­

mi n i n g  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  this c h a p t e r  an d  are e m p o w e r e d  to i ssue a 

s u m m o n s  for  a p p e a r a n c e  in court or b e f o r e  a m a g i s t r a t e  f o r  all v i o l a­

tions of this c h a p t e r  or of th e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  it. V e s s e ls  

of law e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  be m a r k e d  to i d e n t i f y  t h e m  as 

d e s i g n a t e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  vessels.

Sec. 05 .25.55j). V E S S E L S  R E Q U I R E D  TO  COOPERATE. E v e r y  ves se l  

subj e c t  to this c h a p t e r ,  if u n d e r w a y  a n d  u p o n  b e i n g  h a i l e d  by a d e s i g­

n a t e d  law e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f icer, s h a l l  stop i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  lay to or 

shall p e r m i t  the o f f i c e r  to come aboard.

Sec. 0 5 . 25 . 5 ^ 0 .  E N F O R C E M E N T  O F FICERS. E v e r y  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  and 

e v e r y  p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  to e n f o r c e  the p r o v i s i o n s  

of this c h a p t e r  has the p o w e r  to

(1) a r r e s t  on v i e w  for a v i o l a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to b o a t i n g  and 

all r e g u l a t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  thi s  chapter;

(2) e x e c u t e  all w a r r a n t s  an d  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t s  for the 

v i o l a t i o n s  of the b o a t  law an d  r e g u l a t i o n s ;

(3) serve s u b p o e n a s  i s s u e d  for the e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i n v e s t i g a­

tion, and  t r i a l  of all o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  the laws an d  r e g u l a t i o n s  

r e l a t i n g  to boats;

(4) b o a r d  vess e l s  in use for p u r p o s e s  o f  e x a m i n i n g  d o c u­

ments and  sa f e t y  e q u i p m e n t  and s e a r c h  w i t h o u t  w a r r a n t  a b o a t  w h i c h  is 

not at its r e g u l a r  m o o r i n g  or berth, w h e n  he b e l i e v e s  tha t  a law of 

thi s s tate or a r e g u l a t i o n  of the d e p a r t m e n t  r e l a t i n g  to b o a t i n g  has 

b e e n  v i o l a t e d ;

(5) d e t a i n  the b o a t  a n d  ar r es t  the o p e r a t o r  of a s u s p e c t e d
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s t o l e n  boat;

(6) e n t e r  u pon any lan d or w a t e r  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  of his

duty;

(7) d e m a n d  and  secure p r o p e r  a s s i s t a n c e  in case of emergenc;

Sec. O 5 .2 5 .57O.. P ENALTIES. (a) A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  a p r o­

visi o n  of secs. 11,, 31 - 290 , 340 - 3 6 0 , or 470 - 480 of this c h a p t e r

or the i m p l e m e n t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  is gui l ty  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  an d  upo n  

c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  by a fine of no t  less t h a n  $10 or more t h a n  

$50 for eac h  violation.

(b) A p e r s o n  wh o v i o l a t e s a p r o v i s i o n  of secs. 300 - 310 or

370 - 390 of this c h a p t e r  or the i m p l e m e n t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  is guilty of 

a m i s d e m e a n o r  and u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  by a fine of not less 

t h a n  $25 or mor e  t han $100 for e a c h  viola t i o n .

(c) A p e r s o n  wh o  v i o l a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  of secs. 320 - 330, 400 -

460, or 490 - 500 of this c h ap t e r  or the i m p l e m e n t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  is

g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  and u pon c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  by a fine of 

not less t h a n  $50 or m o r e  t h a n  $500, or by i m p r i s o n m e n t  for not to 

e x c e e d  six months, or by both, for e a c h  v i o l at i o n .

(d) A p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  of r ec k l e s s  or n e g l i g e n t  o p e r a t i o n  of a

v e s s el  or of o p e r a t i n g  a v e s s e l  w h i l e  u n d e r  the i n f l u e n c e  of i n t o x i­

cat i n g  liquids, n a r c o t i c  drugs, b a r b i t u r a t e s ,  or m a r i j u a n a  may, in 

a d d i t i o n  to the p e n a l t i e s  p r o v i d e d  in this chapter, be p r o h i b i t e d  by 

the court h a v i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the v i o l a t i o n ,  f r o m  o p e r a t i n g  a v e s s e  

on the w a t e r s  of this s tate for a p e r i o d  of not m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  years.

Sec. 05.25.580. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter, un l e s s  the c o n­

text ot h e r w i s e  requires:

(1) "aids to n a v i g a t i o n "  m eans buoys, b e a c o n s  or o t h e r

f i x e d  obje c t s in the w a t e r  w h i c h  are u s e d  to m a r k  o b s t r u c t i o n s  to navi  

g a t i o n  or to d i re c t  n a v i g a t i o n  t h r o u g h  safe channels;
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(2) "boat livery" m e a n s  a b u s i n e s s  w h i c h  holds a v e s s e l  

for r e n t i n g ,  leasing, or chartering;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Safety;

(4) " m o t o r b o a t "  m e a n s  any v e s s e l  not m ore t h a n  65 feet

in l en g t h  p r o p e l l e d  by m a c h i n e r y  w h e t h e r  or not  the m a c h i n e r y  is the 

p r i n c i p a l  source of pr o p u l s i o n ;

(5) " o p e r a t e "  m e a n s  to n a v i g a t e  or o t h e r w i s e  use a vessel;

(6) " o p e r a t o r"  m eans the p e r s o n  wh o  o p e rates or has charge 

of the n a v i g a t i o n  or use of a vessel;

(7) "owner" means a pers o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a lien holder, 

h a v i n g  the p r o p e r t y  in or t itle to a v e s s e l ;  the t e r m  i n c l u d e s  a p e r­

son e n t i t l e d  to the use or p o s s e s s i o n  of a v e s s e l  subj e c t  to an 

i n t e r e s t  in a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  r e s e r v e d  or c r e a t e d  by a g r e e m e n t  an d  s e c u r­

ing p a y m e n t  or p e r f o r m a n c e  of an o b l i g a t i o n ,  but the t e r m  e x c l u d e s  a 

l essee u n d e r  a lease not i n t e n d e d  as s ecurity; I

(8) " r e g u l a t o r y  m a r k e r s "  m e a n s  an a n c h o r e d  or fixed m a r k e r  

in or on the w a t e r  o r  sig n  on the s hore or on a b r i d g e  o v e r  the w a t e r  

or  at any h a r b o r  f a c i l i t i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  aids to n a v i g a t i o n  an d  includes 

but is n o t  l i m i t e d  to b a t h i n g  m a r k e r s ,  s p e e d  zone m a r k e r s ,  informatior 

m a r k er s ,  d a n g e r  zone m a r k e r s ,  b oat k e e p  out areas, a n d m o o r i n g  buoys;

(9) " r e p o r t a b l e  b o a t i n g  a c c i d e n t "  m eans an acc i de n t ,  c o l­

li s i o n  or o t h e r  c a s u a l t y  i n v o l v i n g  a v e s s e l  subj e c t to this c h a p t e r 

w h i c h  r e s u l t s  in loss of life, in j u r y  s u f f i c i e n t  to r e q u i r e  first aid 

or m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  or a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  da m a g e  to p r o pe r t y ,  i n cluding 

v e s s e l s  in e xc e s s  of $100;

(10) " u n d o c u m e n t e d  v e s s e l "  m e a n s a ve s s e l  w h i c h  is not 

r e q u i r e d  to h a v e  and does not h ave a v a l i d  m a r i n e  d o c u m e n t  i s s u e d  by 

the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Coast G u a r d  or o t h e r  f e d e r a l  agency r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

d o c u m e n t i n g  v e s s e l s;
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(11) "vessel" m e a n s  e v er y  d e s c r i p t i o n  of w a t e r c r a f t ,  o t h e r

t han a s e a p l a n e  on the water, u s e d  or capable of b e i n g  u s e d  as a means 

of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  on water;

t e r r i t o r i a l  limits of this state, and the m a r g i n a l  sea a d j a c e n t  to 

t his state and the h i g h  seas w h e n  n a v i g a t e d  as a p a r t  of a j o u r n e y  or 

r ide to or f r o m  the shore of this state, b u t  e x c l u d e s  p r i v a t e  waters, 

Sec. 05.25.59P. S H O R T  TITLE. Thi s c h a p t e r  m a y  be c ited as the 

A l a s k a  B o a t i n g  Act. .

(12) "waters of this state" m e a n s  the w a t e r s  w i t h i n  the

* Sec. 2. AS 05.25 J-0 - 05. 2 5. 1 0 0  are repealed.

/
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