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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 3 0 /
R e f e r r e d :  R u le s

BY THE HEALTH, WELFARE AND 
IN THE SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 29 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Relating to the National Cemetery 

System.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS figures compiled by the Department of Defense for the fiscal 

year 1966 show that of the 4,873 servicemen who lost their lives in the fighl 
for freedom in Vietnam during the period, 873 or 20.4 per cent were buried 
in national cemeteries; and

WHEREAS, although one in five were actually interred in national 

cemeteries, many more would probably have also been buried in a national 

cemetery had there been available space near the home of next of kin; and

WHEREAS over the past three years there has been a determined effort on 

the part of some federal agencies to sharply curtail or do away altogether 

with any further provision for national cemeteries; and

WHEREAS present day burial expenses are sufficiently high without 

placing on the veteran's and serviceman's dependent the added cost of pur­

chasing a burial plot; and

WHEREAS the burial allowances of the Veterans Administration and that 

provided under Social Security are far too meager to provide for the last 

rites of most veterans and servicemen; and

WHEREAS it is perfectly evident that the present administration is de­

termined to end the national cemetery system just as soon as present facili­

ties are exhausted and this procedure is a rank departure from the long-time 

precedent that veterans who have served their nation in time of war are en­

titled to burial sites provided by the United States government;

BE IT RESOLVED that we strongly urge the Congress of the United States 
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t o  t a k e  s u c h  a c t i o n  a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f o r e s t a l l  t h e  p r e s e n t  p l a n s  o f  t h e  

B u r e a u  o f  t h e  B u d g e t  a n d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a n d  t o  o p p o s e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p o l i c y  o f  n o  

f u r t h e r  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c e m e t e r y  s y s t e m ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  

A r l i n g t o n  N a t i o n a l  C e m e t e r y ,  a s  m a n y  n a t i o n a l  c e m e t e r i e s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  e x ­

h a u s t e d  a v a i l a b l e  s p a c e  a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  c l o s i n g  t h i s  

y e a r ;  e n d  b e  i t

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  b e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  e s t a b ­

l i s h  a n  a d e q u a t e  a n d  p e r m a n e n t  n a t i o n a l  c e m e t e r y  s y s t e m  t o  m a k e  n a t i o n a l  

c e m e t e r i e s  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  b u r i a l  s p a c e s  f o r  a l l  U . S .  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e m e n  a n d  

w o m e n  w h o  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  s a m e ,  a n d  w i s h  t o  b e  i n t e r r e d  t h e r e .

C O P I E S  o f  t h i s  R e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  I y n d o n  B .  

J o h n s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  C a r l  H a y d e n ,  P r e s i d e n l  

P r o  T e m p o r e  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ;  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  M c C o r m a c k ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  R o b e r t  S .  M c N a m a r a ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

D e f e n s e ;  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  L .  S c h u l t z ,  D i r e c t o r ,  B u r e a u  o f  t h e  B u d g e t ;  

a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  E . L .  B a r t l e t t  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  E r n e s t  Q r u e n i n g ,  U . S .  

S e n a t o r s  a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  H o w a r d  W .  P o l l o c k ,  U . S .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  

o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .
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