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XN THB SBNATB BT BBOXCH
8BNATB CONCURRINT RESOLUTION NO. 12
IN THB TAQISLATURB OP THB STATB OP ALASKA
PIPTH LBOISLATURB - PXRST SBSSXON
Relating to oonetruotlng the
Whittier aooeae rail ferry.
BB XT RBSOLVBD BY THB UMISLATURB OP THB STATB OP ALASKA:
WHBRBAS road aooess from Portage to Whittier will open the way to the
91development of the Frinoe William Sound for boating* hunting* fishing and
io 8tourism; this vast yaohtlng basin will attraot numbers of visitors yearly
n but even more Important than this* road aooess to Whittier will make possible
12 a seoond highway tie between Anchorage and Valdes through the establishment
131 of a frequently scheduled ferry run between Whittier and Valdes; and
U WHBRBAS past studies for dlreot road aooess have revealed the construc—
15 tion of a highway over or around the mountains is so ooaplloated by the

16 terrain and tha extreme weather conditions as to be not eoonomloally feaslblf;

B

were unlimited funds available so that eoonomlo feasibility were not a con—
sideration, the sheer magnitude of the engineering task and the oonstruotlon
program Involved would require 5 to 7 years effort and 8 to 10 million
dollars expenditure; and

WHBRBAS the problems Involved In the oonversion of the existing rall-

road tunosl for use as a highway tunnel are equally complex; to meet the

BRRRB BB

standards of width* ventilation* lining* lighting and trafflo control ade-
to Insure publlo safety would require an expenditure of time and money
to that for the external route; there is no oapablllty of spending
.and half the money without being half safe and any soheas that
If safe'méasureé will Jusiifiably faflf and |
“« there is a means to quioldy provide aa efflolent*

for a dlreot highway link whioh utilises to the
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extent existing facilities; tha um of a traok mounted oarrler de—

signed to shuttle through tha existing railroad tunnal in auoh tha manner
that thaanil farriaa ahuttlad aoroaa many of tha rivara in tha Unitad
Stataa oan provida aooaptabla vahioular traffic between Portaga and Whittier
tha development of tha araa will avantually Justify tha oonatruotion of full
road aooass axaotly aa utilisation of tha saall rivar farrias pavad tha way
for subsequent bridge oonatruotion; and

WORMS aooaaa to Whittiar baaad on tha axtanaion of existing roads to
tha portals of tha 13,000* railroad tunnal from Baar Vallay to Whittiar, tha
alaotrifloatlon of tha railroad through tha tunnal, and tha purohasa of a
apaolal train daaignad to provida rapid transit for highway vahiolas will
oost $600,000; tha spaoial train oan ba procured In a relatively short tins

since all ooaponants are standard manufactured items readily available on

u 1short notlos; ooaplata proouransnt and installation is possible within 6

5
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months; and
WHBRBAS vshiola aooass to Whittiar would make it possible for a visitor

i7l1to Anohorags to drive down Turaagaln Arm, visit Alyeska, view Portaga Lake

ib land Olaoler, taka a oonvaniant 10-minute train ride to Whittiar without leav-
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ing his oar and drive aboard a marina ferry for tha 90-mlle trip to Valdes;
this farsy ride is entirely In proteoted inland waterways that are unex—
celled for soenlo beauty; tha ferry will, in fact, oross diraotly in front
of Columbia Olaoler, a tourist attraotlon hard to beat; at Valdes ha will
see a town completely relooated as a result of tha 1964 earthquake and than
will prooeed over one of tha most fasolnating and soenlo stretohes of road
on tha North Amerloan continent; tha waterfalls, glaciers, and alpine soen-

ary on this trip through Keystone Canyon and north are fabulous; as ha oon-
tluues through the Copper Nivar-Olanallan area he will have a ohanoa to sea
fishwhaals and observe tha vegetation and terrain typioal of so muoh of

*%p Alaska; his return to Anohorags will bring him through tha
mMm>*
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Talkeetna Mountains and Matanuaka Valley; and

WHBIBA8 not only will every visitor to Anohorags be tempted by this
soenlo 4%$4-alls trip but every tourist who notors froa the lower 48 to
Anohorage or ths Kenal Peninsula will have the opportunity to return to
Olenallen Junction by an alternate route; the value of ellalnating baok-
traoldng over the saas route oannot be over eaphaslaed beoause this la one
of the biggest ooaplalnts ths aotoring publlo consistently aakes oonoemlng
a trip to Alaska; and

WHDBAS8 olosIng the gap between Portage and Whittier will aako avail—
able to the population of ths Anohorags area one of the best yaohtlng basins
on the west ooast; many alios of Inland waterways will be aooesslble with
fiords* oanals* islands* streams and glaolers to explore; It should be
stressed that these waters are also ooaparatlvely safe waters; opening ths
Immense spqrt fishery of the western Prinoe William Sound will to sons extent
relieve the fishing pressure on the relatively depleted runs of Oook Inlet;
likewise a wore desirable level of harvesting of the gaune anlaale of the
area will be possible; and

WBI1AS olosing ths gap will benefit a third user In addition to the
tourist and vacationer; the residents of Prinoe William Sound will be pro—
vided a convenient, eoonoaioal aooess to Anohorage; the ooasunltles of the
SoipA will not only benefit from the Inorease In trafflo into that area but

Ul also find that oonvenlent aooess to Seward and Anohorage will enoourago

eoooomlo growth heretofore Impossible; the developmsnt of this area that
fell result from these olose ties will be a substantial contribution to the

VBMAS ap extenglion to the existing highway system at Portage Lake to
Y _
- Baanrd letrar o \Alb/aad\V/Vittia do s te
at that portal and is elevated so that highway trifflo

end of the road Onto a special train; this spur



1 and tha trackage through the tunnal la alaotrilflad ao that continuous opera-
2 tlon of tha train within tha tunnal will not introduoa noxious gaaaaa into

3 tha unvantilatad space; tha oontrollad rata of aooalaration that oan ba pro-
4 graasd into an all alaotrio train will allow tha highway vahiolaa to ba

3 haulad tha 3 alias from Baar Vailay to Whittiar without tha naad for tla

« downs; at tha Whittiar portal tha highway vahiolaa will ba drlvan straight

7 ahsad tha langth of tha train into an extension of tha roads in tha Whittiar
a araa; tha loading prooaaa will ba eoaplatad In approximately a alnutee, tha
9atrip froa Baar Vallay to Whittiar will taka approximately 11 minutes, tha
10lunloading tisw will raquira only 2 ainutaa and tha paaaangars oan remain in
*11thair vahiolaa for tha ooaplata 15-alnute oyole; and

121 WHTOAS tha train ltaalf will oonalat of extra wida flat oaro interoon-
13 naotad with ataal plataa and provldad with a 10" driving lans daflnad by

14 ourbs on althar alda ao that highway vahiolaa oan safaly and oonfldantly ba
15jdriven tha langth of tha train; onoatha vahiolaa ara driven on board by

16 thair ownara thair front wheels willba turned to tha curb, engines ahut

I' off and brakes aat; high Intensity lighting incorporated in tha train will

18 1lluminate tha vahiolaa during tha 11-minute passage ao that tha passengers
19 will not ba blinded by daylight whan they arrive at tha opposite portal; and
2 VHBtBAS a 600* train will oarry 25 vehloles and will ba able to maintain
2 3 sohedule of 8 ooaplata round tripspar hour; at full oapaolty suoh a train
2 would have a oapaolty of 50 oara In eaoh dlreotlon par hour; this oapaolty
23 la required to insure tha expeditious handling of vehloles arriving and
« departing on tha aarina ferry and to aoooaaodate tha heavy weekend trafflo
23 returning to Anohorage on gunday afternoon and evening; flexibility la

obtained by shortening tha train and reduolng ths frequency of runa to suit
flimand lass than oapaolty; frequent runa aaist be provided if a shuttle train

[ is to aarva aa ah affaotlva part of our state highway system continuous

| ‘Sl- . |.ialaoonoaioally feasible baoausa of ths low operating ooat of an
am " "
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lectrically propsllsd drive-on-drive-off train;

WHERITAS utilisation of existing faellltiss Is envisioned with

tha usa of axistlng eoaaaroial lodges for ticket aalaa at both Portaga Laka

3

6*1

nd Whittiar) tha dining and restrooa faeilitiaa of thasa lodgaa will ade-
uately aarva tha travaling publicj tha low first eost of tha propoaad projacjt

s possibla only as a rasult of tha aaxlwua utilisation of thasa faoilitias

and tha axistlng roads, railroad tunnal and coasMroial powar; and

91h

WHgRIAS tha axistlng railroad tunnal providas a olaar width of 1$" to a

alght 15* abova top of rail and has a circular arch with an 8" radius abora

0 that halght; tha shuttla train, dssignad to taka full advantage of tha tun—

o,

al claarancas, will provida a carrying capacity a”~la for all noraal high—

1 way vahiclas including larga busses and seal-trailer vans) and

13

14

WHXRK/tS design criteria will recognise that tha shuttle train need not

coaply with tha width, langth and coupling imitations of ears eaployed In

5 aalntine travel) every effort will ba aada to provida tha aotoring public

6 with safety, convenience and a msxImum sense of security) and

17

WHKRI/U3 tha configuration of tha driving surface on tha train will ba

18 designed to insure that tha loading and unloading operation will ba quickly

19 perfomed with confidence by tha nost inapt driver) no difficult Maneuver

Will ba required as tha drive through systaa ellalnates all backing) and

WHKMAB the train®s superstructure will consist of a structural steal

ftaaawork covered with steal dianond-nesh wire that will not only protect
ths vahiclas during passage through the tunnel but will also ssrva aa a
positive clearance gauge) vehicles that can bs driven onto tha train will bi
enw M nft PMM«™* ttraufh tiw tumuli tad

tte projact m I Mtlautu lal
e e 5*000 lin. ft. $130,000
100,000
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Railroad Electrification Luap Sub $140,000
Spaoial Train Luap Sub 170«000
Total Project Ooat $962,000
Round Mfura $600,000) and
WHBRBAS tha above ooat aatlaata la batad upont
1. Tha eonatruotlon of a 2 lana graval aurfaoad road froa tha

vicinity of tha parking lot and obaarratlon araa at Portaga Laka along tha
ganaral routa of tha old eonatruotlon road to tha Baar VfcUay portal of tha
long tunnal.

2. Brldgaa aoroaa Portaga Creak and Placer Greek.

3. One tbouaand foot long epura with annually operated awltehee
at tha aaln line.

4. Electrification of tha tunnal and tha loading apura Ineludlng
A0/BO converalon.

9. Tha uaa of atandard flat oara Intareocmaotad by rigid tow bare
and aodlflad to facilitate tha drive-through operation.

6. Loooaotlon provided by Incorporating atandard ewlvel truok
traction aotora aa aanufaeturad for tha uaa of nine loeonotlvaa.

7. A control point for train operation loeated at aaoh andof tha
train arranged to provida eonvanlant and safe operation in either direction

and yet not Interfere with tha drive-through loading and unloading eoneept)

WHBRBAS tha oapaolty of tha ehuttle train la detandned by tha aggre-
gate langth of tha vahiolaa loaded) tariff oaleulatlona have bean baaed upon
a nortnal vahlola langth of 24" and tha fare for other than this baalo unit
will Be a natter of policy) and i )

v WHBRBAS utilising tha traffic predlotlona predicated on 1966 reoorded
trafflo data, and tha budgetary ooat aatlaata above, a tariff of $2.90 each

way la indloated) and
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WHEREAS the node of operation used to determine operating coats In—
cludes sobodulad runs during aomlng, noon and avanlng periods through tha
week with 16 hours of operation a day on weekends)

BE IT RESOLVED that the Oovamor Is respectfully requested to dlreot
the Department of Public Works to construct ths Whittier aooess rail ferry

In aoeordenoe with the Intent of this Resolution.



