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)rigjnal sponsors: Palmer, Offered: 3/31/6G
lammond, V. Phillips, et al by Rules Committee

CN THE SENATE BY TOE RULES COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 330 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

P o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  s u s p e n s i o n ,

r e m o v a l  f r o m  o f f i c e ,  r e t i r e m e n t  a n d  c e n s u r e  o f  j u s t i c e s  

a n d  j u d g e s ,  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  J u d i c i a l  

Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 . A S  2 2  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  c h a p t e r  t o  r e a d :

C H A P T E R  3 0 .  J U D I C I A L  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .

S e c .  - ' ■ ' . 3 0 . 0 1 0 .  C O M M I S S I O N  O N  J U D I C I A L  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  T h e  Com­

m i s s i o n  o n  J u d i c i a l  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  nine members as 

f o l l o w s :  o n e  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  s u p r e m o  c o u r t ,  elected by the justices

o f  t h o  s u p r e m e  c o u r t ;  t w o  j u d g e s  o f  t h e  superior court, elected by the 

j u d g e s  u f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  court; t w o  J u d g e s  o f  the district court, elected

b y  t h e  J u d g e s  o f  the district c o u r t ;  t w o  members who have practiced

l a w  J r .  t h i s  state for 10 years, appointed by the governing body of tho 

organised bar; and two citizens w h o  are not Judges, retired Judges, or 

mombors o f  the stoto bar, appointed by the Governor and subject to 

confirmation by a majority of tho members of tho loglolaturo In Joint 

session. Crmm!anion membership tominatoc If a r.omber ceases to hold 

the position that quolifled him for appointment. Ho peraon may serve 

on the cumnicsion and m  tho Judicial Council simultaneously. The com­

mission shall oiact one of its members to oerve ae chairman for o term

proscribe:! by the c nmiseicn. A voconcy shall be filled by tho appoint

lng power for the remainder of the tens.

See. 23.30.01?. 7 0 *  OF OFFICE. The ten* of office for o
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commission member is four years. Upon initial appointment, the Justice 

of the supreme court serves four years, one superior court Judge serves 

three years and the other serves for two years, one district court Judge 

serves for f o u r  years and the other serves for three years, one member 

o f  the bar serves for t w o  years a n d  the other serves for one year, and 

one o f  the laymen serves for four years and the other serves for one 

y e a r .

[ J e c .  2 2 . 3 0 . 0 2 0 .  EMPLOYMENT AND COMPENSATION GENERALLY. The com­

m i s s i o n  m a y  e m p l o y  o f f i c e r s ,  a s s i s t a n t s  a n d  o t h e r  employees which it 

c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of t h e  d u t i e s  a n d  exercise of 

t h e  p o w e r s  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  may a r r a n g e  for and compensatej 

m e d i c a l  a n d  o t h e r  e x p e r t s  a n d  r e p o r t e r s ,  m a y  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h e  attendance 

o f  w i t n e s s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w i t n e s s e s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  subpoena, a n d  may pay 

f r o m  f u n d s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  i t  a l l  e x p e n s e s  r e a s o n a b l y  necessary f o r  ef­

f e c t u a t i n g  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  s e c .  10, a r t .  IV, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the State 

o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  s h a l l ,  i f  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  commission, 

a c t  a s  i t s  c o u n s e l  g e n e r a l l y  o r  i n  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  or 

p r o c e e d i n g .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  e m p l o y  s p e c i a l  c o u n s e l  from time to 

t i m e  w h e n  i t  c o n s i d e r s  I t  n e c e s s a r y .

S e c .  2 2 . 3 0 . 0 3 0 .  TRAVEL EXPENSES AHD PER DIEM. Each member of the 

c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  a l l o w e d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  per diem as provided 

b y  A S  3 9 . 2 0 . 1 8 0 ,  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  for his services.

Sec. 22.30.Ouo. PREPARATION OF EUDGET. The Alaska court system 

shall be responsible for preparing and presenting to the legislature 

proposed annual budgets for the commission.

Sec. 22.30.050. VALIDITY OF ACTS OF THE COMMISSION. No act of

the comml slon ls valid unless concurred in by a majority of its 

members.

Sec. 22.30.0b0. Rl'LEC. The commission shall make rules 
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i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  p r o c e e d ­

i n g s  .

S e c .  2 2 . 3 0 . 0 7 0 .  D I S Q U A L I F I C A T I O N ,  S U S P E N S I O N ,  R E M O V A L ,  R E T I R E M E N T  

A M D  C E N S U R E  O F  J U D G E S ,  ( a )  A  J u d g e  i s  d i s q u a l i f i e d  f r o m  a c t i n g  a s  a  

j u d g e ,  w i t h o u t  l o s s  o f  s a l a r y ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  i s  p e n d i n g  ( 1 )  a n  i n d i c t m e n t  

o r  a n  i n f o r m a t i o n  c h a r g i n g  h i m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h  a  c r i m e  

p u n i s h a b l e  a s  a  f e l o n y  u n d e r  A l a s k a  o r  f e d e r a l  l a w ,  o r  ( 2 )  a  r e c o m m e n d a - |  

t i o n  t o  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  f o r  h i s  r e m o v a l  o r  r e t i r e ­

m e n t  .

( b )  O n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  o r  o n  i t s  o w n  m o t i o n ,  t h e  

s u p r e m e  c o u r t  m a y  s u s p e n d  a  J u d g e  f r o m  o f f i c e  w i t h o u t  s a l a r y  w h e n  i n  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h e  p l e a d s  g u i l t y  o r  n o  c o n t e s t  o r  i s  f o u n d  g u i l t y  o f  

a  c r i m e  p u n i s h a b l e  a s  a  f e l o n y  u n d e r  A l a s k a  o r  f e d e r a l  l a w  o r  o f  a n y  

o t h e r  c r i m e  t h a t  i n v o l v e s  m o r a l  t u r p i t u d e  u n d e r  t h a t  l a w .  I f  h i s  c o n ­

v i c t i o n  i s  r e v e r s e d ,  s u s p e n s i o n  t e r m i n a t e s ,  a n d  h e  s h a l l  b e  p a i d  h i s  

s a l a r y  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  s u s p e n s i o n .  I f  h e  i s  s u s p e n d e d  a n d  h i s  c o n ­

v i c t i o n  b e c o m e s  f i n a l  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  s h a l l  r e m o v e  h i m  f r o m  o f f i c e .

( c )  O n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  m a y

( 1 )  r e t i r e  a  J u d g e  f o r  d i s a b i l i t y  t h a t  s e r i o u s l y  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  t h e

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  h i s  d u t i e s  a n d  I s  o r  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e c o m e  p e r m a n e n t ,  a n d

( 2 )  censure or remove a  J u d g e  for action occurring not more than six 

years before the commencement of his current term which constitutes 

wilful misconduct In the office, wilful and persistent failure to perfoz 

his duties, habitual Intemperance, or conduct prejudicial to the ad­

ministration of Justice that brings the Judicial office Into disrepute.

(d) A Judge retired by the supreme court shall be considered to

have retired voluntarily. A  Judge removed by the supreme court in in­

eligible for Judicial office for a period of three yearo.

(e) A supreme court Justice who has participated In proceedlnfa
CSSB 330 (Rules) am .3.



1 involving a Judge or Justice of any court nay not participate In an

2 appeal Involving that Judge or Justice in that particular matter.

3 Sec. 22.30.080. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

4 (1) "commission" means the Commission on Judicial Qualifica-

5 tlons provided for in sec. 10, art. IV, Constitution of the State of

6 Alaska and this chapter;

7 (2) "Judge" means a Justice of the supreme court, a Judge

s of the superior court, or a Judge of the district court who is the

9 subject of an investigation or proceeding under sec. 10, art. IV,

>o Constitution of the State of Alaska and this chapter.

* Sec. 2. AS 22.13.200 is repealed.

* Sec. 3. AS 22.03.110 and 22.10.160 are repealed upon the adoption of 

the amendment to sec. 10 of art. IV of the Constitution of the State of 

Alaska as proposed by the House Joint Resolution entitled "Proposing 

amendments to the Constitution of the State of Alaska providing for the 

disqualification, suspension, removal from office, retirement and censure 

of Justices and Judges, and providing for a Commission on Judicial 

Qualifications."

* Sec. 4. The provisions of this Act shall apply to Justices of the 

supreme court and Judges of the superior court upon the adoption of the 

amendment to sec. 10 of art. IV of the Constitution of the State of Alaska 

as proposed by the House Joint Resolution entitled "Proposing amendments 

to the Constitution of the State of Alaska providing for the disqualification, 

suspension, removal from office, retirement and censure of Justices and 

Judges, and providing for a Commission on Judicial Qualifications."
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