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Introduced: 2/19/68
Referred: Judiciary

BY PAIMER, HAMMOND, V. PHILLIPS AND

M T H E  S E N A T E  HARRIS

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  3 3 0  

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  s u s p e n s i o n , ]

r e m o v a l  f r o m  o f f i c e ,  r e t i r e m e n t  a n d  c e n s u r e  o f  

j u s t i c e s  a n d  j u d g e s . "

E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  2 2  I s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  c h a p t e r  t o  r e a d :

C H A P T E R  3 0 .  J U D I C I A L  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .

S e c .  2 2 . 3 0 . 0 1 0 .  C O M M I S S I O N  O N  J U D I C I A L  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  T h e  

c o m m i s s i o n  o n  J u d i c i a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  n i n e  m e m b e r s ,  

a s  f o l l o w s :  o n e  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t ,  e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  j u s t i c e s

o f  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t ;  t w o  J u d g e s  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ,  e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  

J u d g e s  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ;  t w o  j u d g e s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t ,  e l e c t e d  

b y  t h e  J u d g e s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t ;  t w o  m e m b e r s  w h o  h a v e  p r a c t i c e d  

l a w  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  f o r  1 0  y e a r s ,  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  of t h e  

o r g a n i z e d  b a r ;  a n d  t w o  c i t i z e n s  w h o  a r e  n o t  J u d g e s ,  r e t i r e d  Judges, or 

m e m b e r s  of t h e  s t a t e  b a r ,  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  

c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in J o i n t  

session. All t e r m s  a r e  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s .  T h e  commission shall elect o n e  

of Its members t o  s e r v e  as chairman f o r  a term prescribed by the commis-] 

slon. A vacancy shall be filled b y  the appointing power for the remain-1 

der of the term.

Sec. 22.30.020. EMPLOYMENT AND COMPENSATION QENERALLY. The com-

mission may employ officers, assistants and other employees whleh it 

considers necessary for the performance of the duties and exercise of 

the powers conferred upon the oonmission, may arrange for and compensate]SB 330 -1-
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m e d i c a l  a n d  o t h e r  e x p e r t s  a n d  r e p o r t e r s ,  m a y  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  

o f  w i t n e s s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w i t n e s s e s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  s u b p o e n a ,  a n d  m a y  p a y  

f r o m  f u n d s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  i t  a l l  e x p e n s e s  r e a s o n a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  

e f f e c t u a t i n g  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  s e c .  1 0 ,  a r t .  I V ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  s h a l l ,  i f  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  c o m ­

m i s s i o n ,  a c t  a s  i t s  c o u n s e l  g e n e r a l l y  o r  i n  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

o r  p r o c e e d i n g .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  e m p l o y  s p e c i a l  c o u n s e l  f r o m  t i m e  t o  

t i m e  w h e n  i t  c o n s i d e r s  i t  n e c e s s a r y  .

S e c .  2 2 . 3 0 . 0 3 0 .  T R A V E L  E X P E N S E S  A N D  P E R  D I E M .  E a c h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  a l l o w e d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  p e r  d i e m  a s  p r o v i d e d  

b y  A S  3 9 . 2 0 . l 8 0 ,  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s .

S e c .  2 2 . 3 0 . 0 4 0 .  P R E P A R A T I O N  O F  B U D G E T .  T h e  A l a s k a  c o u r t  s y s t e m  

s h a l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r e p a r i n g  a n d  p r e s e n t i n g  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

p r o p o s e d  a n n u a l  b u d g e t s  f o r  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .

S e c .  2 2 . 3 0 . 0 5 0 .  V A L I D I T Y  O F  A C T S  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N .  N o  a c t  o f  

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  i s  v a l i d  u n l e s s  c o n c u r r e d  i n  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  i t s  

m e m b e r s .

S e c .  2 2 . 3 0 . 0 6 0 .  R U L E S .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m a k e  r u l e s  i m p l e m e n t ­

i n g  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  p r o c e e d i n g s .

A N D  C E N S U R E  O F  J U D G E S .  ( a )  A  J u d g e  i s  d i s q u a l i f i e d  f r o m  a c t i n g  a s  a  

J u d g e ,  w i t h o u t  l o s s  o f  s a l a r y ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  i s  p e n d i n g  ( 1 )  a n  I n d i c t m e n t  

o r  a n  I n f o r m a t i o n  c h a r g i n g  h i m  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h  a  c r i m e  

p u n i s h a b l e  a s  a  f e l o n y  u n d e r  A l a s k a  o r  f e d e r a l  l a w ,  o r  ( 2 )  a  r e c o m m e n d a ­

t i o n  t o  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  J u d i c i a l  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

f o r  t i l s  r e m o v a l  o r  r e t i r e m e n t .

( b )  O n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  J u d i c i a l  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

o r  o n  I t s  o w n  m o t i o n ,  t h e  s u p r e m o  c o u r t  r . u y  s u s p e n d  a  J u d g e  f r o m  office 

w i t h o u t  s a l a r y  w h e n  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h e  p l e a d s  g u i l t y  o r  n o  c o n t e s t

S e c .  2 2 . 3 0 . 0 7 0 .  D I S Q U A L I F I C A T I O N ,  S U S P E N S I O N ,  R E M O V A L ,  R E T I R E M E N T

SB 330 2



tm

i

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

M

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

2/

28

29

G C
or is found guilty of a crime punishable as a felony under Alaska or 

federal law or of any other crime that involves moral turpitude under 

that law. If his conviction is reversed, suspension terminates, and 

he shall be paid his salary for the period of suspension. If he is 

suspended and his conviction becomes final the supreme court shall 

remove him from office.

(c) On recommendation of the Commission on Judicial Qualifications 

the supreme court may (1) retire a Judge for disability that seriously 

interferes with the performance of his duties and is or is likely to 

become permanent, and (2) censure or remove a Judge for action occurring 

not more than six years before the commencement of his current term that 

constitutes wilful misconduct in the office, wilful and persistent 

failure to perform his duties, habitual intemperance, or conduct 

prejudicial to the administration of Justice that brings the Judicial 

office into disrepute.

(d) A Judge retired by the supreme court shall be considered to 

have retired voluntarily. A Judge removed by the supreme court is 

ineligible for Judicial office for a period of three years.

Sec. 22.30.080. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

(1) "commission" means the Commission on Judicial Qualifi­

cations provided for In sec. 10, urt. IV, Constitution of the State of 

Alaska and thlo chapter;

(2) "Judge" means a Justice of the supreme court, a Judge of 

the superior court, or a Judge of the district court who ls the subject 

of an investigation or proceeding under sec. 10, art. IV, Constitution 

of the State of Alaska and thlo chapter.

See. 22.30.090. REPEALS. AS 22.09.110, 22.10.160, and 22.15.200 

are repealed.
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