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IN THE SENATE BY HAMMOND, PALMER AND POLAND

SENATE BILL NO. 327 

IN THE LEOISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to persons eligible to obtain gear

licenses; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS, (a) The legislature finds that 

excessive entry into Alaska fishing areas has resulted in massive accumula­

tions of salmon fishing gear with attendant ever-increasing difficulty in 

providing for sound conservation and management of the resource.

(b) The legislature further finds that the uninhibited issuance

of gear licenses to anyone despite total lack of experience in the particu­

lar area has not only been the prime factor tending toward accumulation of 

excessive gear but also has posed additional management, enforcement, and 

public safety problems through the lack of familiarity with regulations, 

waters, and procedures peculiar to the individual area.

(c) In view of tho findings In (a) ond (b) of this section, it

is considered necessary by the legislature to impose experience requirements 
prior t) issuance of salmon gear licenses to any applicants.

* Soc. f. AS 16.0? ls amondod by odJlng a new section to read:
Gee. 16.0?.536. PERSONS ELIGIBLE FOR GEAR LICENSES, (a) Except 

in casos of oxtrere hardship os determined by the Commissioner of F ish  
and Game, o so Iron -.ear licence for s s p e c if ic  salmon re g is tr a t io n  
area may be issued only to  s  person who

(1) has p rev iously  held a g ea r licen se fo r th a t s p e c if ic  
salmon re g is t r a t io n  o ree t o r

(? ) !*•# fo r ony th re e  y e a rs , consecutive ly  held a  commercial 
J!) y*t art H -1-
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l u s h i n g  l i c e n s e  a n d  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  i n  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  i n  t h a t  

s p e c i f i c  a r e a .

( b )  A n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  c l a i m s  t h a t  h e  i s  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  a  g e a r  

l i c e n s e  u n d e r  ( a )  ( ? )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  R e v e n u e

( 1 )  a n  a f f i d a v i t  b y  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  h e  h a s  com­

m e r c i a l l y  f i s h e d  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s a l m o n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a r e a  f o r  t h e  

r e q u i r e d  t i m e ;

( 2 )  s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  f r o m  s t a t e  r e c o r d s  e v i d e n c i n g  t h a t  h e  

d i d  p u r c h a s e  a n  A l a s k a  c o m m e r c i a l ,  f i s h i n g  l i c e n s e  f o r  t h e  r e q u i r e d  

t h r e e  y e a r s ;  a n d

( 3 )  e i t h e r  a f f i d a v i t s  f r o m  t w o  p e r s o n s  h o l d i n g  c u r r e n t l y  

v - a l i d  g e a r  l i c e n s e s  i n  t h e  a x - e a  w h e r e  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  d e s i r e s  t o  f i s h  

s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  h a s  f i s h e d  t h e  r e q u i r e d  t i m e  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  

o r  a  s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  b y  a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  

G a m e  e v i d e n c i n g  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  d i d  r e p o r t  i n  a t  a  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  

f i s h  a n d  g a m e  o f f i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  

t h r e e  y e a r s .

*  D o c .  3 . h o  l o . C T .  ••’t o  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

D e c . 1 6 . 0 3 . ; ' 4 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N  O N  IDSUANCE O F  FISHING GEAR LICENSES. 

T h e  f i s h i n g  g e a r  .’ i c e n s e s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  s e c s .  c , 3 0  -  6 r >0 of t h i s  chapter 

s h a l l  o e  i s s u e d  o n e  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  a n d  only for the area i n  which 

tho a p p l i c a n t  ' n u l l i f i e s  u n d e r  s e c .  - 3 3 6  of this chapter. Each applicant 

s h a l l  p e r s o n a l l y  o p e r a t e  or a s s i s t  i n  L h c  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  licensed- 

fishing gear. Each applicant for t h e  fishing gear licenses mentioned 

i n  secs. v 7 0  and " *o 0  of this chapter shall also personally own or least 

t h e  licensed fishing gear. Tho license is transferable as provided 

unoor sec.*6 7 0  of this chapter.

• Gee. AS l'j.0r.C*0 lo amended by adding a new subsection to rood: 

til: 3.7 on H -2-
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(12) Establish additional qualifications relating to the 

eligibility requirements for gear licenses.

*  G e e .  5. This A c t  becomes effective on January 1, 1969, unless all or 

a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  i 9 6 0  A l a s k a  C o m m e r c i a l  Pishing Regulations are struck down 

b y  t h e  c o u r t s ,  a t  which t i m e  this A c t  will become effective immediately.

au 2?7 o» H -3-


