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I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  C S  P O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  2 6 5  

I N  T H E  L E O I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A  

F I F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

P o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  h o t e l s  a n d  b o a r d i n g h o u s e s . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E O I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OP A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 0 8 . 5 6  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  0 8 . 5 6 . 0 5 0 . LIABILITY FOR V A L U A B L E S ,  ( a )  W h e n  t h e  o p e r a t o r  

o f  a  h o t e l  o r  b o a r d i n g h o u s e  p r o v i d e s  a  s a f e  o r  v a u l t  i n  w h i c h  g u e s t s  m a j  

d e p o s i t  v a l u a b l e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  s a f e k e e p i n g  a n d  n o t i c e  o f  t h i s  f a c t  i s  

p o s t e d  i n  t h r e e  o r  m o r e  c o n s p i c u o u s  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  h o t e l  o r  b o a r d i n g ­

h o u s e ,  t h e  o p e r a t o r  i s  n o t  l i a b l e  f o r  t h e  l o s s ,  d a m a g e  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  

o f  p r o p e r t y  n o t  d e p o s i t e d  b y  a  g u e s t  i n  t h e  s a f e  o r  v a u l t .

( b )  No o p e r a t o r  o f  a  h o t e l  or b o a r d i n g h o u s e  i s  o b l i g a t e d  t o  

r e c e i v e  p r o p e r t y  o n  d e p o s i t  f o r  s a f e k e e p i n g  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  ( a )  o f  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  w h i c h  e x c e e d s  $ 1 , 0 0 0  i n  v a l u e .  T. f  p r o p e r t y  e x c e e d i n g  $ 1 , 0 0 0  i n  

v a l u e  i s  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  h o t e l  o r  b o a r d i n g h o u s e  3 a f e  o r  v a u l t ,  t h e  

o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  n o t  b e  l i a b l e  f o r  i t s  l o s s ,  d a m a g e  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  u n l e s s  

h e  e n t e r s  i n t o  a  w r i t t e n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  g u e c t  w h o  d e p o s i t s  t h e  

p r o p e r t y .  I n  t h e  c a s e  w h e r e  t h e  o p e r a t o r  d o e s  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  a g u e s t  

f o r  t h e  s a f e k e e p i n g  o f  p r o p e r t y  e x c e e d i n g  $ 1 , 0 0 0  i n  v a l u e ,  t h e  o p e r a t o r  

i s  l i a b l e  o n l y  where t h e  p r o p e r t y  d e p o s i t e d  i s  s t o l e n  o r  l o s t ,  damaged 

o r  d e s t r o y e d  b y  t h e  n e g l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  o p e r a t o r  o r  n i c  a g e n t .

Sec. O8.56.O6O. BAGGAOK LIABILITY. (%) Except as provided in 

sac. 50 of this chapter, the operator of a hotel or boardinghouse Is 
not liable for the loss, damage or destruction of property brought to 

or sent Into the hotel or boardingnoune by a guest unless the loss, 

damage or destruction war caused by negligence of the operator or his 
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agent.

(b) The operator of a hotel or boardinghouse may hold and store 

baggage or other property left behind or sent In advance for a period ol 

four months after which time he may sell It at public auction as pro­

vided In AS 34.35.520. The proceeds of a sale (as provided in this 

section) are to be used to satisfy the hotel or boardinghouse opera­

tor's lien, pay expenses of 3ale and any storage costs incurred. If 

the hotel or boardinghouse operator does not desire to sell baggage or 

other property which he has i n  his p o s s e s s i o n ,  h e  may have the property 

delivered to a storage or warehouse c o m p a n y  for storage in which case 

h i s  liability for the s a f e k e e p i n g  c f  the property terminates.

S e c .  0 8 . 5 6 . 0 7 0 . D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r

(1) "hotel or b o a r d i n g h o u s e "  i n c l u d e s  a n y  building held out 

t o  the public to be an i n n ,  m o t e l ,  h o : e l ,  o r  public lodginghouse, or 

p l a c e  where sleeping a c c o m m o d a t i o n s ,  w h e t h e r  with o r  without meals, 

a r e  furnished for hire t o  t r a n s i e n t  g u e s t s ;

( 2 )  "operator" i n c l u d e s  I n n k e e p e r ,  proprietor, keeper, owner, 

l e s s e e ,  or manager of a h o t e l  o r  L  a r a i r g h o u s e ;

(3) "guest" i n c l u d e s  e v e r y  p e r s o n  who i s  a member of the 

f a m i l y  of, or dependent u p o n ,  a  g u e s t ,  boarder or lodger in a hotel or 

boardinghouse.

* S e c .  2 .  AS 34.35 is amended b y  a d d i n g  n e w  sections to read:

ARTICLE 13. HOTELS AND BOARDINGHOUSES.

Sec. 34.35.510. HOTEL AND BOARDINGHOUSE OPERATOR'S LIENS. The 

operator of a hotel or board In - h o u . - e  h a s  0 lien upon, and nay retain, 
all bagg®6*» and other property lawfully in the possession of a guest 

for all proper charges owed by the guest to the hotel or boardinghouse 

operator. However, thle section docs not apply when the baggage or 

ctl.er property ls not owned ly the gueot and the hotel or boardinghouse 
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o p e r a t o r  h a s  a c t u a l  n o t i c e  o f  t h i s  f a c t .  I

S e c .  3 ^ - 3 5 . 5 2 0 .  D I S P O S I T I O N  O F  P R O P E R T Y  T O  S A T I S F Y  L I E N S .  ( a )

I f  a  l i e n ,  a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  I n  s e c .  5 1 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  l s  n o t  s a t i s ­

f i e d  w i t h i n  6 0  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  c h a r g e s  b e c o m e  d u e ,  t h e  h o t e l  o r  b o a r d i n g ­

h o u s e  o p e r a t o r  m a y  p r o c e e d  t o  s e l l  t h e  b a g g a g e  o r  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  i n  h i s  

p o s s e s s i o n  a t  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n .  T e n  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s a l e  t h e  h o t e l  

o r  b o a r d i n g h o u s e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  g i v e  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  o f  

s a l e  b y  p o s t i n g  n o t i c e  i n  t h r e e  p u b l i c  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  t o w n  o r  c i t y  w h e r e  

t h e  h o t e l  o r  b o a r d i n g h o u s e  i s  l o c a t e d  a n d  b y  m a i l i n g  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  

t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  t o  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  b a g g a g e  o r  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  a t  t h e  

p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e  a s  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  h o t e l  o r  b o a r d i n g h o u s e  r e g i s t e r .

I f  t h e  g u e s t  f a i l e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  o r  t o  g i v e  s u f f i c i e n t  a d d r e s s ,  t h e  r e ­

q u i r e d  n o t i c e  s h a l l  b e  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  g u e s t  a t  t h e  c i t y  o r  t o w n  w h e r e  

t h e  h o t e l  o r  b o a r d i n g h o u s e  l s  l o c a t e d .  W h e n  t h e  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l i e d  w i t h ,  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  b a g g a g e  o r  

o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  l s  a  p e r p e t u a l  b a r  t o  a n y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  h o t e l  o r  

b o a r d i n g h o u s e  o p e r a t o r  f o r  r e c o v e r y  o f  b a g g a g e ,  p r o p e r t y  o r  t h e i r  

v a l u e .

( b )  A f t e r  s a t i s f y i n g  t h e  l i e n ,  p a y i n g  a l l  l e g a l  c h a r g e s  f o r  

s t o r a g e  a n d  e x p e n s e s  I n c u r r e d  I n  s e l l i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  

p r o c e e d s  o f  t h e  s a l e  s n a i l ,  w i t h i n  o n e  y e a r ,  b o  p » * l d  t o  t h e  g u e s t  u p o n  

d e m a n d .

Gee. 3^.35.530. DEFINITIONS. Ir. this chapter

(1) "hotel or board!ngnouoe** Includes any building hold out 

to the public to be an Inn, n o t e l ,  hotel, or public lodginghouse, or 

place where sleeping acooonodatlons, whether with or without neals, 

are furnished for hire to transient guests;

(2) "operator" Includes innkeeper, proprietor, Keeper, owner 

lessee, or n&nager of a h*tel or toardlnghousei
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( 3 )  " g u e s t ”  I n c l u d e s  e v e r y  p e r s o n  w h o  l s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  j

f a m i l y  o f ,  o r  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n ,  a  g u e s t ,  b o a r d e r  o r  l o d g e r  I n  a  h o t e l  J

o r  b o a r d i n g h o u s e . 1

*  S e c .  3 .  A S  1 1 . 2 0 . 4 8 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :  I

S e c .  1 1 . 2 0 . 4 8 0 .  D E F R A U D I N G  H O T E L  O R  B O A R D I N G H O U S E  O P E R A T O R  I

[ K E E P E R S ] ,  ( a )  A  p e r s o n  w h o  p u t s  u p  a t  a  h o t e l ,  i n n ,  b o a r d i n g h o u s e ,  o r  I 

l o d g i n g h o u s e  a n d  w h o  p r o c u r e s  a  f a r e ,  b o a r d ,  o r  l o d g i n g  f r o m  t h e  o w n e r  I

o r  o p e r a t o r  [ K E E P E R ]  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  t r i c k ,  d e c e p t i o n ,  o r  f a l s e  r e p r e -  I

s e n t a t i o n ,  o r  a  f a l s e  s h o w  o f  b a g g a g e  o r  e f f e c t s ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  t o  I

c h e a t  o r  d e f r a u d  t h e  o w n e r  o r  o p e r a t o r  [ K E E P E R ]  o u t  o f  t h e  p a y  f o r  t h e  I

f a r e ,  b o a r d ,  l o d g i n g ,  o r  a c c o m m o d a t i o n ;  o r  w h o  w i t h  t h a t  i n t e n t  I

a b s c o n d s ,  s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y  r e m o v e s ,  o r  c a u s e s  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  b a g g a g e  o r  j 

e f f e c t s  f r o m  a  h o t e l ,  i n n ,  b o a r d i n g h o u s e ,  o r  l o d g i n g h o u s e  w i t h o u t  I

f i r s t  p a y i n g  t h e  p r o p e r  c h a r g e s  d u e  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  m i s d e m e a n o r ,  i f  t h e  j 

c h a r g e s  a r e  l e s s  t h a n  $ 1 0 0 .  a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  i s  p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a  f i n e  J 

o f  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $ 2 0 0 ,  o r  b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o r  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  s i x  m o n t h s ,  I

o r  b y  b o t h  a n d  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  f e l o n y  i f  t h e  c h a r g e s  a r e  $ 1 0 0  o r  m o r e .  I

a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  l s  p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a  f i n e  o f  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 . 0 0 0 .  I

o r  b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  f o r  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  y e a r s ,  o r  b y  b o t h . T h e  w o r d s  j

" f a r e ,  b o a r d ,  o r  l o d g i n g ” I n c l u d e s  all c h a r g e s  I n c u r r e d  e x c e p t  f o r  c a s h  

p a y  o u t s  t o  a  g u e s t . [ D O  N O T  I N C L U D E  S P I R I T U O U S  O R  M A L T  L I Q U O R S  O R  I N T O X I ­

C A N T S  O F  A N Y  D E S C R I P T I O N ] .  j

( b )  P r o o f  t h a t  f a r e ,  b o a r d  o r  l o d g i n g  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  b v  f a l s e  

p r e t e n c e s ,  o r  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  r e f u s e d  o r  n e g l e c t e d  t o  r a v  f o r  t h e  f a r e ,  

b o a r d  o r  l o d g i n g  o n  d e m a n d ,  o r  t h a t  h e  r a v e  p a y m e n t  f o r  t h e  f o o d ,  b o a r d  

o r  l o d g i n g  w i t h  n e g o t i a b l e  p a p e r  o r  c r e d i t  c a r d  v o u c h o r - U P o n  .which 

p a y m e n t  w a s  r e f u o e d .  3 h a l l  b e  p r l m a  f a c i e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  f r a u d u l e n t  

I n t e n t  r e q u i r e d  i n  ( a )  o f  t h l 3  s e c t i o n .

*  S e c .  4 .  A S  1 1 . 2 0 . 4 9 0  l c  r e p e a l e d .
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