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I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY HARRIS

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  2 1 4  

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A  

F I F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f

s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 1 2 0  i s  r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  4 4 . 1 9 . 1 2 0 .  S U C C E S S O R  T O  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  S T A T E .  (a) If a 

v a c a n c y  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e ,  t h e  successor to th 

o f f i c e  l s  t h e  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  h o u s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o r  t h e  president 

o f  t h e  s e n a t e ,  w h o e v e r  h a s  t h e  m o s t  s e n i o r i t y .  I f  they have equal 

s e n i o r i t y ,  t h e  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  h o u s e  s u c c e e d s  t o  t h e  office of secretary 

o f  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s e n a t e  i s  n e x t  i n  line for succession

A f t e r  t h e  p e r s o n  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  s e n i o r i t y  s u c c e e d s  to the office of

s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e ,  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  i s  n e x t  i n  line for succession.

(b) The person with the most seniority is the person with the 

greatest number o f  successive terms of service, including the present 

term, in the house in which he is presently a member.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.19 Is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 44.19.125. APPOINTMENT OF SUCCESSOR TO SECRETARY OF STATE. 

After Initially taking office, the governor shall appoint, from among 

the officers who head the principal departments of the atate government 

or otherwise, a person to succeed to the office of secretary of atate 

after the speaker of the houso of representatives and the president of 

the senato In the line of succession, if the office of secretary of 

state becomes vacant. The appointment ls subject to confirmation by a 

majority of the members of the legislature meeting In Joint session.
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The person designated and confirmed ls third In line for succession to 

the office.of secretary of state, subject to the pleasure of the gover­

nor. If the person designated and confirmed ls removed from or vacates 

the appointment, the governor shall appoint a successor subject to con­

firmation In t h e  same manner as the person initially appointed.

*  S e c .  3 .  A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 1 3 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  4 4 . 1 9 . 1 3 0 .  S U C C E S S I O N  T O  O F F I C E .  I f  a  v a c a n c y  o c c u r s  i n  the 

o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  r e g u l a r l y  e l e c t e d  s e c r e t a r y  o f  state s u c c e e d  1 

t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  1 1  o f  t h e  

c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  i f  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  o t h e r w i s e  b e c o m e s  

v a c a n t ,  t h e  p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  n e x t  s u c c e s s o r  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s e c r e ­

t a r y  o f  s t a t e  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  s e c .  1 2 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  s u c c e e d s  t o  t h e  

o f f i c e  o f  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  t e r m  v a c a t e d ,  o r  

u n t i l  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  i s  h e l d .  W h e n  t h e  p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  [ A P ­

P O I N T E D  U N D E R ]  s e c .  1 2 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  s u c c e e d s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s e c ­

r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e ,  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  s e c .  1 2 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e

i s  n e x t  i n  l i n e  o f  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  i n  

c a s e  o f  a  s u b s e q u e n t  v a c a n c y  [ T H E  G O V E R N O R  S H A L L  A P P O I N T  A  P E R S O N  T O  

S U C C E E D  T O  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  S T A T E  I N  C A S E  O F  A  S U B S E Q U E N T  

V A C A N C Y ] ,  I f ,  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  a g a i n  

b e c o m e s  v a c a n t ,  t h e  p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  s e c o n d  i n  l i n e  o f  s u c c e s s i o n  

i n  3 e c .  1 2 0  o f  t h l 3  c h a p t e r  s u c c e e d s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o ' *  s e c r e t a r y  o f  

s t a t e  u n t i l  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  l s  h e l d .  I n  t h i s  e v e n t ,  t h e  p e r s o n  

a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  s e c .  1 2 5  o f  t h l 3  c h a p t e r  1 3  n e x t  i n  l i n e  o f  s u c c e s s i o n

to the office of secretary of 3tate. pending the special election.

* Sec. 4. AS 44.19.140 ls amended to read:

Sec. 44.19.140. SPECIAL ELECTION IN CASE OF SECOND VACANCY IN 

OFFICE OP GOVERNOR. If the regularly elected oecrotary of itate suc­

ceeds to the office of governor an provided In the constitution and the
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p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  I n  s e c .  1 2 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  s u c c e e d s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  

s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  a n d  t h e r e a f t e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  r e g u l a r  g u b e r n a ­

t o r i a l  t e r m ,  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  a g a i n  b e c o m e s  v a c a n t ,  t h e  s u c c e s ­

s o r s  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  s e c .  1 2 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  s u c c e e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  

a c t i n g  g o v e r n o r  a n d  a c t i n g  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  [ A P P O I N T E D  S E C R E T A R Y  O P  

S T A T E  S U C C E E D S  T O  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  A C T I N G  G O V E R N O R ]  u n t i l  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c ­

t i o n  t o  e l e c t  a  g o v e r n o r  a n d  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  i s  h e l d .  P e n d i n g  t h e  

s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  s e c .  1 2 5  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

l s  n e x t  i n  l i n e  o f  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e .

*  S e c .  5 .  A S  M .  1 9 . 1 5 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  M . 1 9 . 1 5 0 .  S I M U L T A N E O U S  V A C A N C I E S .  I f  v a c a n c i e s  i n  t h e  o f ­

f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  o c c u r  s i m u l ­

t a n e o u s l y ,  t h e  p e r s o n s  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  [ P E R S O N  A P P O I N T E D  U N D E R ]  s e c .  1 2 0  

o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  s u c c e e d  [ S U C C E E D S ]  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a c t i n g  

g o v e r n o r  a n d  a c t i n g  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  u n t i l  s u c c e s s o r s  t o  t h e  r e s p e c ­

t i v e  o f f i c e s  a r e  e l e c t e d  i n  a  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .
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