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BY THB JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

SENATE BILL N0.144 

IN THE LBOISLATURB OP THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTH LEOISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Aot entitled: "An Act relating to highway beautification; and pro­

viding for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THB LEOISLATURE OF THE STATB OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 19 is amended by adding new ohaptera to read:

CHAPTER 22.

LANDSCAPINO AND SCENIC ENHANCEMENT.

Seo. 19.22.010. PURPOSE. The purpose of this ohapter la to 

promote the safety, convenience and enjoyment of travel on and proteo­

tlon of the public Investment In highways of the atate, and to authorise 

the restoration, preservation, and enhancement of seenle beauty within 

and adjaoent to highways of the state.

Seo. 19.22.020. AUTHORIZATION TO ACQUIRE AND IMPROVE, (a) The 

commissioner of highways is authorised to acquire by purchase, exchange 

gift, or condemnation land or any interest In land neoessaxy for the 

restoration, preservation and enhancement of scenic beauty, within or 

adjacent to the right of way of highways on the state highway system 

including ths acquisition, oonstruotlon and maintenance of rest sad 

recreation areas and sanitary and other facilities to accommodate the 

traveling public.

(b) Tho commissioner of highways is authorised to make improve­

ments necessary to effectuate ths purposes of see. 10 of this adapter 

Bee. 19.28.030. MPDIITIOHE. Zn this adapter "state highway 

system" means all highways loeatcd ia this state which are or hereafter 

aay bs officially designated as state highways uauer ths provisions of 
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CHAPTER 27. JUNK YARDS.

Sao. 19.27*010. FURPOSS. For tha purpose of promoting tha publlo 

safety, health, welfare, convenience and enjoyment of publlo travel, 

to protect the publlo Investment In publlo highways, and to preaerve 

and enhance the scenio beauty of landa bordering publlo highways, It 

la declared to be In the publlo Interest to regulate and restrlot junk 

yards In areas adjacent to the interstate and primary systems within 

this state. The legislature finds and deolares that Junk yards whloh 

do not conform to the requirements of this ohapter are publlo nuisances.

Seo. 19.27.020. LXCKNS1 REQUIRED. Outdoor Junk yards whloh are 

within 1,000 feet of the nearest edge of the right of way of a highway 

on the interstate and primary systems are prohibited unless lloensed 

under this ohapter. The department shall have the sole authority to 

Issue a lioense and shall charge a fee of $900, payable annually in 

advance. All licenses Issued under this seotlon expire on June 30 

following the date of lssuanoe. A license may be renewed from year to 

year upon paying to the department the sum of $100 for renewal. The 

owner or operator of a Junk yard may obtain a lioense or renewal by 

applying to the department, complying with the requirements of this 

ohapter and the regulations promulgated under it, and paying ths 

appropriate fee.

Seo. 19.27.030. RESTRICTIONS AS TO LOCATIONS. No lioense Shall 

be granted Junk yarda within 1,000 feet of the nearsat edge of the 

right of way of a highway on the lnteratate or primary systema exoept

(1) those whloh are screened by natural objaota, plantings, 

fences, or other appropriate means whloh make then Invisible from the 

main-traveled way of the system;

(2) those located within areas whloh are sonsd for Industrial 

SB 14* -2-

I

■ I

C



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16 

17 

IB

19

20 I

21 

22

23

24

25

26 

22 

21 

29

use under authority of law, oharter or ordlnanoe;

(3) those located within unzoned Industrial areas, whloh 

areas shall be determined from aotual land uses and defined by regu­

lations to be promulgated by the oommlssloner of highways;

(4) those which are not visible from the main-traveled way 

of the system;

(5) those In existence on the effective date of this ohapter ] 

whloh are visible from the main-traveled way of the system and which 

the department finds as a practical matter cannot be screened and whloh I 

are not removed as provided by secs. 40 and 60 of this chapter, provide 
no lioense authorizing a Junk yard msy extend beyond June 30, 1970 and 

all licenses granted Junk yards under sec. 20 of this ohapter shall 

expire on June 30, 1970.

Seo. 19.27.040. JUNK YARDS LAWFULLY IN KXISTBNCB. Junk yards 

lawfully In existence on the effective date of thla ohapter, those 

lawfully along a highway made a part of the Interstate or primary 

system on or after the effeotlve date of this ohapter and before Jan­

uary 1, 1968, and those lawfully established on or after January 1, 

1968, whloh are within 1,000 fast of the nearest edge of ths right of 

way and whloh at that time do not conform to see. 30(1) or (4) of this 

ohapter shall be soreensd, if feasible, by ths departmsnt at looatlons 

on the highway right of way or In areas aoqulrsd for those purposes 

outside the right of way to make them invisible from tho naln-travslsd 

way of the highways, or they shall be rmmoved.

Seo. 19.27.090. RBSPIR— IT AS 10 SCUMS. Ths dspartnant aay 

promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes of this 

ohapter.

seo. 19.27.060. A o n m m  to  a oqpxr i r n o m r r  im h r—ts  for

MN0VAL OR 20RHM0 09 JDMK YARDS. Mhen the departmsnt determines 
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that th* topography of th* land adjoining th* highway will not permit 

ad*quat* *or**nlng of tho** Junk yard* lawfully In exlstenoo aa provldad 

In a*o. 40 of thl* ohaptar or th* *or**nlng of th* Junk yard* would not 

be eoonomloally feasible, th* department nay aoqulr* by gift, purohase, 

exohang*, or condemnation, property int*r**t* n*o***ary to **our* th* 

relocation, removal, or disposal of th* Junk yard*, and th* department 

shall pay Just compensation to the owner for th* r*looatlon, r*moval, 

or disposal of the property. When th* departmsnt determines that It 1* 

in the b*st Interest of the state, It may, on behalf of th* state, 

acquire lands, or interests In lands necessary to provide adequate 

screening of Junk yards.

Sec. 19.27.070. UNLICKNSXD OR VIOLATZNO JUNK YARD A NUISANCB. A

Junk yard which is not lloensed under this ohapter or whloh ls In vio­

lation of a provision of this ohapter or regulation promulgated under 

this ohapter ls a publlo nulsano*.

Seo. 19.27.080. JUNK YARDS ZN BXI3TINGX ON DAT! OV BtAOTMBfT. 

Notwithstanding a provision of this ohapter. Junk yards lawfully In 

existence on th* effective date of this ohapter whloh do not oonfons 

to th* requirements of this ohapter and whloh th* department finds as 

a praotloal matter oannot be sore*nod, shall not be required to be 

removed until July 1, 1970, and th* owner of the Junk yard ahall obtain 

a lioense under the provisions of seo. 20 of this ohapter.

Seo. 19.27.090. INJUNCTION. At the request of tho department

the attorney general nay Institute a olvll aotion In superior oourt to

abate a Junk yard that Is a nulsano* as defined in this ohapter. In 

the proceedings ths oourt shall determine whether the Junk yard la a 

nulsano* as defined In this ohapter and shall enter Judgments or deoree* 

It oonslders nsosssaiy to abate the nulsano*. k olvll aotion under
this seotlon shall be brought In the superior oourt In tho Judicial 
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dlatrlot In whloh the Junk yard ls looated.

Seo. 19.27*100. INTERPRETATION. Nothing In thla chapter ahall 

be construed to abrogate or affeot the provisions of any law, ordinance, 

regulation, or resolution, whloh ls more restrictive than the provisions 

of this ohapter.

Seo. 19.27.110. AGREEMENTS WITH THE UNITED STATES. The department 

ls authorized to enter Into agreements with the United States Secretary 

of Commerce as provided by Title 23, United States Code, relating to the 

control of Junk yards in areas adjacent to the Interstate and primary 

systems, and to take action In the name of the state to comply with the 

terms of the agreements.

Seo. 19.27*120. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

(1) "Junk yard" means an outdoor establishment or plaoe 

whloh ls maintained, operated, or used for storing, keeping, dumping, 

buying, or selling Junk, or for the malntenanoe or operation of an 

automobile graveyard, and the term Includes garbage dumps and sanitary 

fills;

(2) "Junk" means old or serap copper, brass, rope, rags, 

batteries, paper, trash, rubber debris, waste or Junked, dismantled, 

or wrecked automobiles, or other equipment, appliances or implements, 

or parts thereof, iron, steel, and other old or so rap ferrous or non- 

ferrous material;

(3) "automobile graveyard" means an establishment or plaoe 

whioh is maintained, used, or operated, for storing, hooping, dumping, 

buying, or selling wreaked, so rapped, ruined, or dismantled motor 

vehicles or motor vehicle parts;

(*) "interstate system" means that portion of ths National 

hrstom of lateratato —** Defense Mftahnars looated in w»4a state, am^ y  • w w w i  w e  o i v w e  w v i w  e m m i  m w e w s ^ e w  s m m ^ i m i s ^ y  ”  m w w n i e w w i  m m  v m m e  w e e t w w  p

officially doainaniod. or as aar hereafter he ao dssimnated. hr tha
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commissioner of highways, and approved bar tho Secretary of Com- r oe, 

undor tho provisions of Title 23, United States Code, "Highways";

(5) "primary ayatom" maana that portion of oonnaoted main 

highway a, aa offioially dealgnatod, or aa may hereafter ba ao deslg- 

nated, by tho eommiaaioner of highwaya, and approved by tho Secretary 

of Commeroe, under the proviaiona of Title 23, United Statea Code, 

"Highwaya";

(6) "department" meana the Department of Highwaya.

Seo. 19.27.130. PENALTY FOR VIOLATION. A peraon who violatea

this ohapter, or a rule or regulation adopted under it, la guilty of 

a mlademaanor and upon oonviotlon la puniahable by a fine of not leaa 

than $50 nor more than $1,000.

Seo. 19.27.1^0. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS. The requirementa lnpoaed 

by thla ohapter relative to Junk yards are in addition to the require­

ments of AS 08.60.050 - 08.60.100.
Seo. 19.27.150. SHORT TXTLS. This ohapter may be olted aa the 

Junk Yard Control Aot.

• Seo. 2. AS 19.25 la amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 3. OUTDOOR ADVERT IS INQ.

Seo. 19.25.140. PURPOSE. The purpoaea of aeoa. 140 - 230 of 

this ohapter are:

(1) to proteot the publlo safety and the welfare of persona 

using the highwaya of the atate by having outdoor advertising signs, 

displays and devloes along the highwaya oontrolled;

(2) to prevent unreasonable distraction of operators of 

motor vehlolea; to prevent confusion with regard to traffic lights, 

signs or signals or otherwise interfere with the effectiveness of 

traffic regulations, and to promote the safety, convenience snd enjoy- 

msnt of travel on, and protection of the publlo Investment In highways
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In this state; to preserve and enhanoe the natural seenlo beauty or 

aesthetlo features of the highways and adjacent areas; and to attraot 

tourists;

(3) to regulate outdoor advertising signs, displays and 

devices In areas adjacent to the rights of way of the state highway 

system In accordance with this chapter and the regulations adopted 

under this ohapter;

(4) to provide that outdoor advertising signs, displays and 

devices which are not In conformity with the requirements of this 

chapter are a public nuisance;

(3) to provide a statutory basis for regulation of outdoor 

advertising signs, displays and devices consistent with the public 

policy relating to areas adjacent to a highway of the Interstate or 

primary systems declared by Congress in Title 23, United States Code, 

"Highways."

Seo. 19.25.150. LIMITATIONS OF OUTDOOR ADVERTXSINQ SIONS, DISPLAYS 

AND DKVICBS. (a) Outdoor advertising signs, displays and devices 

whloh are visible from the main-traveled way of a highway of the state 

highway syateu In the state and which are within 660 feet of the nearest 
edge of the right of way of a highway are prohibited. The following 

signs, displays and devleea are permitted:

(1) directional and other official algns and notloes whloh 

include, but are not limited to, algns and notices pertaining to 

natural wonders, soenle and historic attractions, whioh are required 

or authorised by law: directional, information, warning, and regula­

tory signs shall be consistent with federal standards for Interstate 

Highway Systems;

(8) outdoor advertising signs, displays snd devices adver­

tising ths sale or lease of property upon whioh they are looated;



(3) outdoor advertising algns, displays and dav&oaa adver­

ti n g aotlvltlss oonduotod on tha property upon whloh they are looated)

(4) outdoor advertising algns, displays and devloes looatad 

In areas whloh are soned industrial or oosawrolal under authority of 

law or ordinance;

(5) outdoor advertising algns, displays and devloes looated 

In unzoned oomnerolal or Industrial areas whloh shall be determined 

from aotual land uses and defined by regulations to ba promulgated by 

the department;

(b) Outdoor advertising signs, displays and devloes within the 

right of way of a highway of the state highway system and whloh are 

not dlreotlonal and other offiolal algns of the type permitted In

(a)(1) of this seotlon are prohibited.

Seo. 19.25.160. REMOVAL OP NONCONPORMZNO ADVXRTXSXNQ. An outdoor 

advertising sign, display or devloe whloh la lawfully In existence and 

not In the right of way of a highway on the atate highway system on 

the effeotlve date of thla ohapter and whloh la not In oonfondty with 

aeoa. 140 - 220 of thla ohapter shall not be required to be removed 

until July 1, 1970. Any other outdoor advertising sign, display or 

devloe lawfully ereoted after the effeotlve date of thla ohapter whloh 

lo not In the right of way and whloh doea not conform to the provisions 

of aeoa. lto - 220 of thla ohapter ahall not be required to be removed 

until the end of ths fourth year after It becomes nonoonfondng. The 

valua of tha outdoor advertising sign, display or devloe ahall ha oon- 

aldered amortised ovar ths period of time between tha effeotlve date 

of thla ehapter and July 1, 1970, or over the period of time It la 

noneenfomlng. Amortisation of tha valua of tho outdoor advertising 

signs, displays or devices will be In lieu of payment of oonpeneatlon

provided in see. 170 of thla ohapter.

SB lit -8-
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Seo. 19.25.170. COMPENSATION FOR REMOVAL 07 ADVBKTXSXNO. (a) The| 

department le authorized to aoqulre by purchase, gift, or condemnation, 

and to pay Just compensation upon removal of the following outdoor 

advertising signs, displays and devloes:

(1) those lawfully In existence on the effeotlve date of 

this chapter;

(2) those lawfully on a highway made a part of the state

highway system on or after the effeotlve date of this ohapter and before|

January 1, 1968; and

(3) those lawfully erected on or after January 1, 1968.

(b) Compensation ls authorized to be paid only for the following:

(1) the taking from the owner of an outdoor advertising sign,] 

display, or devloe of all right, title, leasehold, and Interest In a 

sign, display, or device; and

(2) the taking from the owner of the real property on whloh

the outdoor advertising sign, display, or devloe ls located of the 

right to erect and maintain an outdoor advertising sign, display or 

devloe on the property.

(o) Notwithstanding the provisions of (a) and (b) of this seotlon,| 

the department may not acquire in any manner signs referred to In (a) 

and (b) of this section whloh are In the right of way and no compensa­

tion shall be paid for ths signs. The signs shall be removed under 

see. 180 of this ohapter.

See. 19.25.180. UNLAWFUL ADVnrxSZNQ. An outdoor advertising 

sign, display or devloe whloh violates the provisions of this ohapter 

ia a public nulsanoo. The department shall give 30 days' notice to 

the amor of w* lend on an wntpn,:,, elan. or devise

ia looatad by certified mail, addressed to hie last known addresa, 

ordering ita removal if it ia prohibited by this ohapter or ordering 

IB let -9-
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th* owner to oause It to conform to rogulotlona if it la authorlaod by 

thla ohaptar. Xf tha owner of tha proparty falla to ooaply within 30 

daya aa raqulrad in tha notloe. tha dapartnant ahall ranova tha outdoor 

advartlalng sign. dlaplay or davloa at tha axpanaa of tha ownar of tha 

land. The ooat of renovlng outdoor advartlalng ahall ba aaaaaaad 

against and oollaotad from tha ownar and tha party who ereoted or 

Installed It. This liability ls Joint and several.

Sao. 19.23.190. PENALTY FOR VIOLATION. A paraon who violates 

aaoa. 150 - lflo of thla ohapter. or a rule or ragulatlon adopted under 

it. la guilty of a misdemeanor and upon oonvlotlon la punishable by a 

fine of not laaa than $50 nor more than $1,000.

Seo. 19.25.200. DEFINITIONS. In aeoa. 140 - 220 of thla ohaptar

(1) "outdoor advartlalng algna displays and devloes" lnoludea 

any outdoor sign, dlaplay or davloa used to advertise, attract attention 

or Inform and whloh la visible to a person on the main-traveled way of

a highway of the interstate or primary systems In thla atate. whether 

by printing, writing, painting, ploture. light, drawing, or whether by 

tha uaa of figures or objeots. or a combination of these, or any other 

thing designed. Intended or used to advertise. Inform or attract 

attention;

(2) "atata highway system" maana all highwaya looatad In 

thla atata whloh are or hereafter may be offlolally designated as 

state highwaya under AS 19.10.020;

(3) "department" means tha Department of Highwaya.

Sao. 19.25.210. AflR— NTS WITH TIB UNITED SMTIS. The depart­

ment la authorised to enter Into agreements with tha United States 

Secretary of Commerce ao provided by Title 23. United Statea Code, 

relating to the control of outdoor advertising algna. displays aad 

devloes in areas adjaoent to Interstate aad primary systems and to

O o
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take aotion In the name of the state to comply with the terms of the 

agreements, and to promulgate required regulations.

Seo. 19.25.220. INTERPRETATION. Nothing In seos. 140 - 210 of

this ohapter shall be oonatrued to abrogate or affeot any law, ordi­

nance, regulation or resolution whloh ls more restrictive than the 

provisions of seos. 140 - 210 of this ohapter.

• Seo. 3. AS 19.25.080 - 19.25.130 and 19.05.130(11) are repealed.

* Seo. 4. AS 19.27.090 and 19.27.130 take effeot on July 1, 1967. The
remaining seotlons of this Aot take effeot on the day after its passage and 

approval or on the day It becomes law without approval.


