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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 0 / 6 7

R e f e r r e d :  L a b o r  a n d

M a n a g e m e n t

( THE SBNATB BY THOMAS

SENATE BILL NO. 91 

IN THE LEOISLATURE OP THE STATB 07 ALASKA 
FIFTH LEOISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

>r an Act entitled: "An Act to regulate the business conduct of plumbers

and gas fitters; creating a Board of Plumbing and Oas 

Piping Examiners; and providing for an effective date." 

i IT ENACTED BY THE LEOISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08 Is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 85. PLUMBERS AND OAS FITTERS.

ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF PLUMBINO AND OAS PIPINQ EXAMINERS.

Sec. 08.85.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD. There is 

created a Board of Plumbing and Oas Piping Examiners. The board eon* 

sists of five members. One member shall be a master plumber or plumbing 

shop owner who actively engages in the plumbing trade; one member sh a ll 
be a plumber; one member shall be a representative of the gaa industry; 
one member shall be a gas fitter; and one member shall be appointed 
from the Department of Health and Welfare.

See. 08.85.020. APPOINTMENT AND TERM OP OFFICE. Membera of the 
board are appointed by the governor and c o n f in e d  by the le g is la tu re . 
Members of the board sh a ll serve staggered terms o f th ree years* or 
u n t i l  th e i r  suoeessors are appointed. Members serve a t th e  p leasure 
o f th e  governor. A member nay ao t and reeoivo tra n sp o r ta tio n  expenses 
end p e r  diem allowances fro a  tho d a te  o f h is  appointment u n t i l  h is 
oonfinsatlon o r re je c tio n  by th s  le g is la tu r e .

See. 08.85*030. BIBOVTZTB SECRET ART OP BOERD. The commissioner 
o f commerce i s  th s  exeoutlve se c re ta ry  o f tho board .

Seo. Q8.85.OEO. BOERD NIBHMUS. Ths board sh a ll e le c t  one of l t a  
SB 91 -1 -
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members chairman of tho board. Tho board ahall hold a regular annual 

mating and nay hold apoeial meetinga at tho eall of tho ehainun or 

of throe membera. with prior approval of tho governor.

Seo. 08.85.050. DUTIES OP THB BOARD. Tho board ahall

(1) paaa on qualifications of applioanta for lioenaoa and 

iasue licenses to those who qualify;

(2) prepare and grade written and praetioal examinations)

(3) after hearing, have the authority to suspend or revoke 

the lioense of a licensed master plumber or gas fitter who

(A) obtains his license by fraud, misrepresentation, 

or deoeptlon;

(B) knowingly violates a regulation of the board or a 

provision of this chapter;

(C) by his conduct, demonstrates an inability to en­

gage in plumbing or gas fitting without endangering membera of the 

public;

(D) engages in fraudulent conduct relevant to the 

business of plumbing or gas fitting.

Seo. 08.85.060. BOARD REGULATIONS. The board shall adopt sub­

stantive regulations

(1) e s tab lish in g  standards o f oompetenoe f o r  master plumbers 
based upon the standards s e t out in  th e  Western Plumbing O fflo la ls  
Uniform Plumbing Code* 1958 ed itio n , exoept fo r  those in  Chapter 18 
th e re in  r e la t in g  t o  fuel gas p ip ing;

(8) e s tab lish in g  standards o f eoapetsnoe f o r  gas f i t t e r s  
based upon th e  standards s e t  out in  th e  American Standard In s ta l la t io n  
o f Oas Appliances and Oas P ip ing. Third Edition. 1959. sponsored .by 
th e Amerloan Oas Association. Xno.

(3 ) specify ing th e  subjeot m atter to  be covered In  w ritten  
91 -8 -

O



j

and oral examinations.

See. 08.85.070. DUTIES 07 THB DEPARTMENT. The department shall ; 

furnish the board with administrative services* lnoludlng renting spaoe 

for holding examinations; proetorlng examinations; printing examlna- 

tlona; printing and mailing licenses; sending notices* before December 1 

of each year* that licenses must be renewed; collecting fees and Issuing 

receipts; keeping a current register of licensees; employing secretarial 

assistants; replying to routine requests for information; printing forai 

and informational bulletins; typing all matter to be reproduced; main­

taining records and completed examinations; and keeping records of 

receipts and disbursements.

Sec. 08.85.080. DEPARTMENT REGULATIONS. The department shall 

adopt procedural regulations

(1) describing how a person applies for and takes an exami­

nation under this chapter;

(2) necessary to carry out the duties Imposed on it by seo. 

70 of this chapter.

Seo. 08.85.090. APPLICABILITY 07 THB ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 

ACT. The Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62) applies to regula­

tions and proceedings under this ohapter.

Seo. 08.85.100. TRANSPORTATION AND PER DIM. A board asaber* 

exoept the representative of the Department of Health and Welfare* 1s 

entitled to transportation expenses and per diea allowances specified 

In AS 39.20.180.

ARTICLE 2. LICEM8XN0.
See. 08.85.180. LICENSE REQUIRED, (a ) No person nay be a  a a s te r  

plumber unless lloensed under th i s  ohapter.
(b ) No person may be a gas f i t t e r  unless lloensed under t h i s  

ohapter.
s »  91 - 5 -



See. 08.85.130. EXAMINATION, (a) A parson who passes ths pluab- 

lng sxsalnstlon glvsn by ths board lo sntltlsd to bs Uosnssd aa a 

master plumber.

(b) A person who passes ths gas fitting examination glvsn by ths 

board la entitled to bs lloensed as a gas fitter.

Seo. 08.85.1^0. OBJECT OP EXAMINATION. The only purpose of an 

examination la to disqualify those whose look of knowledge or skill In 

plumbing or gas fitting would create a serious risk of Injury to the 

public Interest the board Is oreated to proteot.

Seo. 08.85.150. ADMINISTRATION OP EXAMINATION, (a) The depart­

ment shall offer examinations prepared by the board at least onoe a 

year and more frequently if more than two persons who are qualified to 

take an examination petition the department for an additional examina­

tion.

(b) Examinations shall be so administered that one who grades a 

written examination does not know whose paper he Is grading.

(0 ) The department shall maintain files of examination papers. A
peraon la entitled to lnspeot hla examination paper for the purpose of 

challenging the propriety of Its questions* the method of grading* or 

the aoouraoy of grading.

(d) Every two years the department shall have published and 

aell at oost copies of examinations for the preoedlng two years. Tho 

board shall prepare a new examination at least every two years.

(e ) I f  a  person f a l ls  to  tsk e  an examination a f t e r  he has p a id  
th s  app lica tion  fee* the department sh a ll refund the fe e .

See. 06 .85 .l60 . RE-EXAMINATION. A person who f s l l s  an examlna- 
t lo n  aay apply f o r  a  subsequent examination* bu t s h a ll pay the oxaartna-
t lo n  fee  cash t i n s  he app lies.

See. 06.85.170. QUALIFICATION FOR EXAMINATION. A person I s
SB 91 -4-
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entitled to take the examination who

(1) haa completed application forma and returned them to the 

department within the time specified in a regulation of the department;

(2) pays the application fee.

Sec. 08.85.180. FEES. The application fee la $100. The renewal 

fee Is $50. The fee for a duplicate license is $50. The registration 

fee is $100.

Sec. 08.85.190. ANNUAL RENEWAL. A person who passes the examina­

tion la licensed without payment of further fee. To remain licensed, 

a person must pay the renewal fee before February 1 of each year. The 

board ahall renew a lapsed license when a master plumber or gas fitter 

whose license haa lapsed applies for renewal and pays accrued renewal 

fees. A person whose license has lapsed is entitled to have h is  license 
renewed without taking an examination unless his license has lapsed 
more than five years.

Sec. 08.85.200. OUT-OF-STATE LICENSEE. A person llo en sed  as a 
m aster plumber or gas f i t t e r  In  another Ju r is d ic t io n  i s  e n t i t l e d  to  be 
licen sed  in  Alaska w ithout examination upon payment of th e  r e g is t r a t io n  
fe e .

See. 08.85.210. REGISTRATION OF ORGANIZATIONS, (a )  An asso c i­
ation* partnership* o r co rpo ra tion  th a t engages in  th e plumbing buslnesi 
s h a l l  r e g is te r  annually w ith  th e  department. To be e l ig ib le  t o  re g ls te i * 
th e  association* partnersh ip* o r oorporatlon s h a l l  have In  I t s  employ 
a t  le a s t one licensed m aste r plumber to  superv ise a l l  I t s  plumbing 
business . The e^loymant o f  a  lloensed m aster plumber does a e t  e n t i t l e  
an  association* partnersh ip* o r  co ipora tlon  to  be re g is te re d  I f  th e 
llo ensed  plumber a lso  aakea ano ther association* partnersh ip* o r  
soap  ora t i on e l ig ib le  t e  be re g is te re d . A p roperly  re g is te re d  asso c i­
ation* partnership* o r co rpo ra tion  continues t o  be re g is te re d  f o r  SO



days aftar tha examination aftar it no longar anploya a lloanaad aaatar 

pluabar unleaa It baocnea ellglbla to raglatar bafora that data.

(b) An aaaoolatlon# partnership# or ooxporatlon that engagea in 

ths gaa fitting bualnsaa ahall raglatar annually with tha dapartmsnt.

To ba ellglbla to raglatar# tha aaaoolatlon# partnsrahlp# or oorporatlon 

shall employ at laaat ona lloenaed gaa fitter to supervise all lta gaa 

fitting business. The employment of a lloensed gas fitter does not 

entitle an association# partnership# or corporation to ba registered 

If the lloensed gas fitter also makes another association# partnership# 

or oorporatlon eligible to be registered. A properly registered 

association# partnership# or corporation oontlnues to be registered for 

30 days after the examination after It no longer employs a lloensed 
gas fitter# unless It becomes eligible to register before that time.

ARTICLE 3. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

Seo. O8.85.230. PENALTY. A person who violates seo. 120 or seo. 

210 of this ohapter Is guilty of a misdemeanor.

Seo. 08.85.240. EXCEPTIONS, (a) Seoa. 210 and 230 of thla 

ohapter do not apply to

(1) a public service corporation;
(2) a public utility;

(3) a railroad;

(4) an airline;

(5) a steamship l in e ;
(6) a  business engaged in  the s a le  o f plumbing# Illum inating# 

o r h ea ting  gaa apparatus o r equlpmsnt and whloh servlees only apparatus 
and equipment th a t i t  has so ld ;

(7) a  business no t p rim arily  engaged in  plumbing o r gas
fitting;

(8) an aaaoolatlon# partnersh ip  o r  oorporatlon th a t does no t 
SB 91 -6-
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provide plumbing or gas fitting servloes for ths general publlo;

(9) a business engaged In the servloe oonneotlon and fitting 

of fuel and lighting gas containers as an lneldenoe to Its business;

side organized boroughs and not maintaining lto prlnolpal plaoe of 

business within an organized borough.

(b) Seos. 120 and 230 of this chapter do not apply to

(1) an employee 0f an organization mentioned In (a) of this

seotlon;

(2) a person working on his own or hlo family's property* 

unless he Is working on the property Intending at the time to sell It 

when or before the work Is completed;

(3) In an area* to be defined by regulations of the board* li 

whloh no person regularly engages In the business of plumbing and gas 

fitting.

Seo. 06.85.250. INSPECTIONS, (a) The Department o f Labor may 
employ plumbing in specto rs and gas piping Inspecto rs a s  i t  find s neces­
sary. Plumbing Inspectors* gas piping Inspectors and bu ild ing  o ff lo la li 
of looal p o llt le a l subdivisions nay be designated as ex o ff io io  inspeo- * 
to rs  under th is  ohapter. Building o ff lo la ls  so designated may ae t as 
plumbing inspectors and gas piping lnspeotors.

(b) A plumbing Inspecto r sh a ll inspect work dons by master 
plumbers to  see i f  th e work eonfotms to  th s  stsndards s a t out in  regula< 
tlon s o f th s  board. A gas piping inspecto r sh a ll in sp ec t the work of 
lloensed gaa f i t t e r s  to  see i f  the work conforms to  th e  standards se t 
out in  regulations o f th e  board.

(o ) An iMpdotor* a f t s r  iden tify ing  himself* may en te r th s  
prsm isss a t  any r easonab le  hour fo r  th s  solo purpose o f  making an 
iM pootlon.

(10) a business engaged In plumbing or gas fitting only out 1

SB 91 -7-



(d) Zf an inspector discovert that work doaa not oonfom to 

speoifled standards* ho ahall notify tha board* and tha board ahall 

taka neoeaaary disciplinary aotion. Tha results of an lnopootlon nay 

not ba used for any othar purpose.

Sao. 08.85.260. DEFINITIONS. In thla ohaptar*

(1) "master plunber" maana a paraon engaged in tha business 

of installing or repairing or contracting to install or repair any 

plumbing* a water filter* water softener* water meter* fixture* and any 

appliance that is an Integral part of plumbing) and related piping sys­

tems in power plants* Industrial plants* sewage disposal plants* busi­

ness buildings* public buildings* hotels* restaurants* apartment build­

ings* homes* and all outside plumbing and related piping on private or 

publlo property either underground or overhead for the transportation o: 

all fluids* exoept for underground or overhead piping or tubing for the 

transportation of fluids supplying autosuitio sprinkler systems and stand­

pipes connected to automatic sprinkler systems and for piping and tublni 

davlees and appurtenanoes related to automatlo sprinkler systems)

(2) "gas fitter" means a peraon engaged in the business of 

installing or repairing (or oontraotlng to install or repair) any gas 

piping for Illuminating or fuel gaa* any gas burning devioes or 

motoring* controlling or ragulatlng devleea connected to the piping)

(3) "board" means the Board of Flunking and Oas Piping

Kxamlners)

(4) "department" maana tha Department of Oommaroe)

(5 ) "building o f f io la l"  means a  paraon sap owe rad by a  looa l 
p o ll t lo a l subdiv ision to  a d r tn ls te r  and enforce a  bu ild ing  code ap­
p licab le  in  th a  looal p o l l t lo a l  subd iv ision .

• flea. 2. (a )  A parson I s  e n t i t le d  to  -be l ic e nsed as a  master p la n ta r  
without examination undor AB 06.85 i f  ha appl i es and pays th a  g p l ie a l l on 
BB 91 -8 -
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1 fee within six months after the effective date of this Aot and has been a

. •;P:- •*’yZSfi1-£'$'*$11

2 plumber in this state continuously for one year Immediately preoedlng the

3 effective date of this Aot. ■■ ■

4 (b) A person Is entitled to be lloensed as a gas fitter without ex­

5 amination under AS 08.85 If he applies and pays the application fee within

6 six months of the effective date of this Aot and has been a gas fitter In '

7 this state continuously for one year Immediately preceding the effective date

8 of this Act.

9 * Sec. 3. The governor may appoint to the Initial board unlicensed

10 plumbers and gas fitters who are entitled to a license without examination

11 under sec. 2 of this Aet.

12 • Sec. 4. This Act takes effect July 1, 1967.
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