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Original Sponsors: Thomas,
Smith, Palmer, et al

Offered: 3/18/67
Referred: Health,
Welfare and Education

IN THE SENATE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
\  CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 53

\  IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
\  FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

\  A BILL
For an A c t\n t it le d : "An Act re la tin g  to licensure of psychologists; and

\  providing fo r an e ffe c t iv e  date."
BE IT ENACTED BY\THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. aKo 8  i s  amended by adding a new chapter to read:
\  CHAPTER 8 6 . PSYCHOLOGISTS.

ARTICI^i. BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGIST EXAMINERS.
Sec. 08 .8 6 .010. \CREAII0N AND MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD. There is  

created a Board of Psychologist Examiners. I t  consists of three 
licensed psychologists. \

Sec. 08.86.020. APPOIMKMENT AND TERM OF OFFICE. Members of the 
board are appointed by the governor and confirmed by the leg is la tu re  
for staggered terms o f three yearh. A member serves at the pleasure 
of the governor. \

Sec. 08.86.030. BOARD MEETINGS. \The board shall hold a regular 
annual meeting. The board may hold specia l meetings at the c a l l of 
the chairman or o f two board members. \

Sec, 08.86.040. ASSISTANTS. The board m̂ y employ a ss is tan ts to 
prepare and grade examinations and to in vestig a te alleged vio lation s 
of th is chapter. \

Sec. 08.86.050. TRANSPORTATION AND PER DIEM. Notwithstanding 
the provisions of AS 39-20, no board member i s  en titled  to transporta­
tion or per diem allowance. \

ARTICLE 2. ADMINISTRATION OF BOARD AFFAIRS. \
Sec. 08.86.070. DUTIES OF THE BOARD. The board shall \
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(1) pa33 on qua lifica tion s of applicants for licen ses and 
issue licen ses to those who qualify ;

(2 ) prepare and grade examinations;
(3 ) a fte r  hearing, suspend or revoke the license of a 

licensed psychologist who v io la te s a regulation of the board.
Sec. 08.86.080. BOARD REGULATIONS. The board shall adopt regula­

tions to carry out the purposes of th is chapter.
Sec. 08.86.090. ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES OP THE DEPARTMENT. The 

department shall furnish adm inistrative services for the board.
Sec. 08.86.100. APPLICABILITY OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT. 

The Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62) applies to regulations and 
proceedings under th is chapter.

ARTICLE 3. LICENSING.
Sec. 08.86.120. ENTITLEMENT TO LICENSURE. A person who passes 

the examination given by the board is  en titled  to be licensed as a 
psychologist.

Sec. 08.86.130. QUALIFICATION FOR EXAMINATION. A person is  
en titled  to take an examination i f  the board finds he

(1) has not engaged in dishonorable conduct relevant to the 
practice of psychology;

(2 ) holds a doctoral degree with primary emphasis on 
psychology from an accredited school;

(3 ) has at le a st one year's experience acceptable to the
board.

Sec. 08 .86.l40 . FEES. Each application fee , renewal fee , and 
ou t-o f-sta te license fee is  $15. The fee for a duplicate license is
$2.

Sec. 08.86.150. OUT-OF-STATE LICENSE. A person who i s  licensed 
or c e r t if ie d  as a psychologist by an authority other than Alaska is  
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en titled  to be licensed in Alaska without examination i f
(1 ) he holds a doctoral degree with primary emphasis on 

psychology from an accredited school; and
(2 ) the examination and qua lifica tion  requirements for his 

ou t-o f-s ta te  licen se or c e r t i f ic a te  were e ssen tia lly  sim ilar to the 
examination and qua lifica tion  requirements for licensure in Alaska, a t 
the time he was licensed ; or

' (3) he is  a diplomate in good standing of the American Board 
of Examiners in Professional Psychology; and

(4) he completes and returns the proper application forms, 
and pays the ou t-o f-s ta te  c e r t i f ic a te  fee .

ARTICLE 4. PROHIBITIONS AND PENALTIES.
Sec. 08.86.170. USE OF TITLE. Unless he is  licensed under th is 

chapter, no person may use the t i t l e  "psychologist" or any t i t l e ,  
designation, or device indicating or tending to indicate that he is  a 
psychologist or p ractices psychology.

Sec. 08 .86 .l80 . PRACTICE OF PSYCHOLOGY. (a) Unless he is  
licensed under th is chapter, no person may p ractice psychology, o ffe r 
to p ractice psychology, or represent to the public that he is  a 
psychologist or that he p ractices psychology.

(b) This section does not apply to
(1 ) a person employed by a governmental unit or educational

in stitu tion  who may be required to engage in some phase of work of a
psychological nature in the course of his employment;

(2 ) a student, intern , or resident in psychology pursuing a 
course of study approved by the board as qualifying train ing and 
experience for psychologist, i f  his a c t iv i t ie s  constitu te a part of 
his supervised course of study and he is  designated by t i t l e s  such as 
"psychology intern" or "psychology trainee";



I

o

3
4
5
6

7
8

9
10

1 1

12

13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20

21

22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29

(3 ) a qualified  member of another profession, such as a 
so c ia l worker, or pastoral counselor, in doing work of a psychological 
nature consistent with his train ing and consistent with the code of 
eth ics of h is profession}

(4) a person describing himself as a "socia l psychologist", 
i f  he i s  v e r if ied  to be a so c ia l psychologist by the American Soc io log i­
ca l Society;

(5 ) a person practicing medicine, i f  he is  licensed to 
p ractice medicine.

(c) Nothing in th is chapter authorizes a person licensed as a 
psychologist to engage in the p ractice of medicine, as defined by the 
laws of the s ta te .

Sec. 08.86.190. NAME UNDER WHICH PERSON PRACTICES. A licensed 
psychologist may p ractice psychology only under his own name.

Sec. 08.86.200. CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATION. No psycholo­
g is t  may reveal to another person a communication made to him by a 
c lien t of h is about a matter concerning which, the c lien t has employed 
the psychologist in a professional capacity. This section does not 
apply to a case conference with other psychologists or with physicians 
and surgeons, or in the case in which the c lien t in writing authorizes 
the psychologist to reveal a communication.

Sec. 08.86.210. PENALTY. A person who v io la tes sec. 170, sec.
1 8 0 , or sec. 1 9 0  of th is chapter is  gu ilty  of a misdemeanor.

ARTICLE 5- GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 08.86.230. DEFINITIONS. In th is chapter

(1 ) "psychologist" means a person who practices psychology;
(2 ) "to p ractice psychology" means to apply established 

prin cip les of learning, motivation, perception, thinking, and emotional 
relationsh ips to problems of personnel evaluation, group re la tion s,
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and behavior adjustment, including
(A) counseling and guidance,
(B) using psychotherapeutic techniques with persons or 

groups of persons who have adjustment problems in the fam ily, at 
school, or a t work,

(C) measuring and testin g  of personality , in te llig en ce , 
ap titudes, emotions, public opinion, and a ttitudes and s k i l l s ,

(D) conducting research on human behavior;
(3) "board" means the Board of Psychologist Examiners;
(4) "department" means the Department of Commerce.

* Sec. 2. A person who applies fo r ”a licen se under th is chapter before 
January 1, 1 9 6 8 , and who pays a fee of $15 is  en titled  to a licen se without 
examination, i f  the board finds he

(1 ) has never engaged in dishonorable conduct relevant to the 
p ractice of psychology; and

(2 ) holds a doctoral degree with primary emphasis on psychology 
from an accredited school and has had a t le a s t one year of experience in 
Alaska in the p rac tice of psychology following receip t o f h is doctoral 
degree; or holds a master's degree or i t s  equivalent with primary emphasis 
in psychology from an accredited school and has had at le a s t f iv e  years of 
experience, including one year in Alaska, in the p ractice of psychology 
following rece ip t of h is master's degree or i t s  equivalent.

* Sec. 3- The governor may appoint to the in i t i a l  board unlicensed 
psychologists who are e lig ib le  to be licensed under sec. 2 of th is Act, and 
who w ill have practiced psychology in the s ta te  for a t le a s t two years 
before January 1, 1 9 6 8 .

* Sec. 4. AS 39-20.180 is  amended to read:
Sec. 39 .20.l80 . TRANSPORTATION AND PER DIEM EXPENSES FOR MEMBERS 

OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, ETC. Except as otherwise provided by law,
CSSB 53 -5 -
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from and a fte r  March 27, 1 9 6 2 , the provisions in th is section rela ting
to per diem and transportation govern exclusively and supersede a l l
other provisions of law with respect to a member of a sta te  board, 
commission, committee, Ju d ic ia l council, or other sim ilar body of 
persons of the s ta te  organized or established under the authority of 
law, but excluding any other s ta te  enployee other than a le g is la to r , 
who is  otherwise en titled  by law to receive from the sta te  payments for 
expenses of transportation, and fo r reimbursement or fo r per diem in 
lieu  of reimbursement for other expenses incident to his duties as such 
member:

(1) For transportation, the member is  en titled  eith er to the 
use of s ta te  transportation requests, or to be reimbursed for expenses 
of transportation to the same extent, in the same manner, and under the 
same conditions as provided fo r s ta te  o f f ic ia ls  and employees by the 
provisions of secs. 1 1 0  - 1 7 0  of th is chapter.

(2) For reimbursement fo r other expenses, the member is  
en titled  to per diem at the rate of $ 3 5  & day fo r each day or portion 
of a day spent in actual meeting or an authorized o f f i c ia l  business 
incident to h is duties as such member.

* Sec. 5. This Act takes e ffe c t Ju ly 1, 1 9 6 7 .
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