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I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  H O H M A N

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  6 8  

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  t o  m e d i c a l  a n d  d e n t a l  t r e a t ­

m e n t  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  r e g u l a r  m e d i c a l  a n d  d e n t a l  t r e a t m e n t  i s  o f  v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e  

f o r  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  e v e r y  c i t i z e n ;  

a n d

W H E R E A S ,  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w h e r e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s )  

a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b e l o w  s t a n d a r d ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  p r o p e r  m e d i c a l  a n d  d e n t a l  

t r e a t m e n t  c r e a t e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d i s e a s e  i n  e p i d e m i c  p r o p o r t i o n ,  c a u s i n g  

a m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  a n d  a n  

e x t r e m e l y  l o w  l i f e  e x p e c t a n c y ;  a n d

' W H E R E A S  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a f f  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  T u b l i c  H e a l t h  Service in 

A l a s k a  i s  o f  i n s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r s  t o  p r o v i d e  e v e n  t h e  m i n i m u m  medical and 

d e n t a l  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s ;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Fifth State Legislature urgently requests the 

United States Public Health Service to increase and upgrade the entire Alaska| 

operation In order to enable a medical doctor to visit each rural village at 

least twice a year and a qualified dentist to visit each rural village at 

least once a year.

COPIES of this Resolution shall be sent to The Honorable John W. Oardnei 

Department of Health, Education and Welfare; The Honorable WillIon H.

Stewart, Surgeon General, United States Public Health Service; and The 

Honorable E.L. Bartlett and The Honorable Ernest Oruenlng, U.S. Senators, and| 

The Honorable Howard W. Pollock, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska 

delegation In Congress.
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