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Introducedi 1/83/67
Rifinwdi Stat* Affairs

I N  THB  HO USE BY STEVENS AND SIMPSON

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Proposing amendments to the Constitution 

of the State of Alaska providing for a 

one-house legislature.

EE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. Secs. 1, 2, 3, 12, 14, 15, 16, 18, and 20, art. II, 

Constitution of the State of Alaska are amended to read:

SECTION 1. The legislative power of the State is vested ln a 

legislature [CONSISTING OF A SENATE WITH A MEMBERSHIP OF TWENTY AND 

A HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES] with a membership of fifty-five senator* 

[FORTY].

SECTION 2. A member of tue legislature shall be a qualified 

voter wuo has been a resident of Alaska for at least three years and 

of thu district from .which elected for at least one year, Immediately 

if •! preceding his filing for office. A senator shall be at least

j [TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE AND A REPRESENTATIVE AT LEAST] twenty-on*
|

.i j years of age.

-• j SECTION 3* Legislators snail be elected at general eleetlons.

j Their terms begin on the fourtn Monday of th* January following

J eleotlon unless otherwise provided by law. The [TERM OF REPRESENT A-

j TIVES SMALL BE TWO YEARS, AND THE] tern of senators [,] shall be

four years. One-half of the senators shall be elected every two 

•«' years.

• r  SECTION 12. Tne [HOUSES OF BACH] legislature snail adept

*  ’ [UNIFORM] rales of procedure. The leaialatnrc (EACH HOUSE] may

abases ita officers a d  eopleycea. The legislature [EACH] is the 
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Judge of tho election end quail float lone of ita members and aay expel 

a neuter with the concurrence of two-thirds of Ita nenbera. The 

loclalaturo [EACH] shall keep a Journal of Ita proceedings. A 

majority of the membership of the legislature [EACH HOUSE] consti­

tutes a quorum to do business, but a smaller number may adjourn from 

day to day and may compel attendance of absent members. The legis­

lature shall regulate lobbying.

SECTION lk. The legislature shall establish the procedure for 

the enactment of bills Into law. No bill may become law unless It 

has passed three readings [IN EACH HOUSE] on three separate days, 

except that any bill may be advanced from second to third reading on 

the same day by concurrence of three-fourths of the membership [HOUSE 

CONSIDERING IT]. No vote on final passage of a bill may be taken 

until five legislative days after Its Introduction and until at 

least one legislative day after the date publlcally announced for 

It to appear on the dally calendar. No bill may become law without 

an affirmative vote of a majority of the membership of the 

legislature [EACH HOUSE]. The yeas and nays on final passage shall 

be entered ln the Journal.

SECTION 15. The governor may veto bills passed by the legis­

lature. He may, by veto, strike or reduce Items ln appropriation 

bills. He shall return any vetoed bill, with a statement of his 

objections, to the legislature [HOUSE OF ORIGIN].

SECTION 16. Upon receipt of a veto message, the legislature 

shall meet Immediately [IN JOINT SESSION] and reconsider passage of 

the vetoed bill or Item. Bllla to raise revenue and appropriation 

bills or items, although vetoed, become law by affirmative vote of 

three-fourths of the membership of the legislature. Other vetoed 

bills beoome law by affirmative vote of two-thirds of the SMmbersbip 
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o f  th e le g is la tu r e .  The v o te  on re con s id e ra tion  o f  a v e to ed  b i l l  
s h a l l  be en tered  on the Journal [JOURNALS] o f  th e  le g is la tu r e  [BOTH 
HOUSES].

SECTION 18. Laws passed by th e  le g is la tu r e  become e f f e o t l v e  
n in e ty  days a f t e r  enactment. The le g is la tu r e  may, by concurrence o f  
two-thirds o f  th e membership [OF EACH HOUSE], p rov id e  fo r  another  
e f f e c t iv e  d a te .

SECTION 20. A ll o i v l l  o f f i c e r s  o f  the S ta te  are s u b je c t  t o  Im­
peachment by th e le g is la tu r e . Impeachment [SHALL ORIGINATE IN THE 
SENATE AND] must be approved by a two-thirds v o te  o f  i t s  members.
The motion f o r  Impeachment s h a l l  l i s t  fu l ly  th e  ba s is  fo r  th e  pro­
ceed in g . The le g is la tu r e  s h a l l  p ro v id e  by law a procedure f o r  the 
t r i a l  and removal from o f f i c e  o f  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  s t a t e . [TRIAL ON 
IMPEACHMENT SHALL BE CONDUCTED BY THE HOUSE 07 REPRESENTATIVES. A 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICE DESIGNATED BY THE COURT SHALL PRESIDE AT THE 
TRIAL.] Concurrence o f  two-th irds o f  the members o f  the t r ib u n a l  
[HOUSE] i s  requ ired  fo r  a Judgement o f  Impeachment. The Judgement 
may not extend beyondlemoval from o f f i c e ,  but s h a l l  not p r e v en t  
proceed ings ln  the courts on th e same o r  r e la te d  charges.

* S eo . 2. S ee . 10, a r t . I I ,  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A laaka Is  
repea led .

* S ec . 3. S e c s . 1 - 8 ,  a r t .  V I, C o n s t itu t io n  o f  th e  S tate o f  Alaska 
ire rep ea led  and rep laoed  by th e fo l lo w in g  new s e c t io n s :

SECTION 1 . Members o f  th e le g is la tu r e  a re  e leo ted  b y  th e  
q u a l i f ie d  v o te r s  o f  the r e s p e c t iv e  e le c t io n  d i s t r i c t s .  Mo more than 
f i v e  l e g i s la t o r s  aay be e le c t e d  from  an e l e c t io n  d i s t r i c t . The 
number o f  persons represen ted  by each  l e g i s la t o r  i s  d e tsn a ln ed  by 
d iv id in g  th e  t o t a l  membership o f  th e  le g is la tu r e  in to  th o  t o t a l  
c i v i l i a n  p opu la tion  e f  th e  s t a t e  a s  reported  in  the d e c e n n ia l census.
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Th* population assigned to oaeh legislative aoat shall bo as 

aatheaatleally squal as posslbl*. Th* governor shall apportion and 

dlstrlot th* stat* for legislative rsprsssntatlon with th* advlo* of 

th* r*apportionaent board.

SECTION 2 . Th* govern or ap p o in ts  a reapportionm ent board t o  
aot In  an ad v isory  o a p a o lty  to  h la . I t  o o n s ls t s  o f  f l v o  members 
appo in t*d  w ithout r* f« r* n o «  to  p a r ty  a f f i l i a t i o n .  Board a*ab*rs nay 
not b« employees o r  o f f l o l a l s  o f  th e  s ta t e  o r  fe d e ra l government o r  o f  
any p o l l t l o a l  s u b d iv is io n  o f  the s t a t e .

• Seo. 4 . The amendments proposed by th is  r e s o lu t io n  s h a l l  b e p la oed  
before  th e  v o te r s  o f  th e  s t a t e  a t the n ex t s ta tew ide  e l e o t l o n  ln  eon fo rm lty  
with se o . 1, a r t . X I I I ,  o f  th e  C o n s t itu t io n  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A laska , and 
the s ta t e  e l e o t lo n  oode .
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