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B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  B Y  R E Q U E S T !  
I N  T H E  H O U S E  O P  T H E  M A J O R I T Y  L E A D E R  I
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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A  I

F I F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  I

c o m m i t t e e  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  f l o w !

o f  n e w s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  I
r i g h t s  o f  d e f e n d a n t s  l n  c r i m i n a l  I

m a t t e r s , a n d  t o  a s s u r e  c o n t i n u e d  a c -  I
c e s s  b y  n e w s  m e d i a  o f  A l a s k a  t o  t h e  j

I)
s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  c o u r t  c a s e s . f

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A :  j
I

W H E R E A S  a n  i s s u e  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  m a j o r  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  t o d a y  i n - l l
l>

v o l v e s  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  n e w s  m e d i a  t o  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  j

p u b l i s h  f a c t s  a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  a  v a r y i n g  n a t u r e  a b o u t  p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  I

i n  l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g s ;  a n d  I
W H E R E A S  i t  i s  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  F i f t h  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a v o i d  any I 

p o s s i b l e  c o n f l i c t  i n  A l a s k a  b e t w e e n  t h e  b e n c h ,  t h e  b a r  a n d  t h e  n e w s  media II l

a n d  t o  b e  s u r e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  r e c e i v e s  Information! 
c o n c e r n i n g  l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  a l l  t y p e s  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  p r e j u d i c e  any party  ! 
t o  a n  a c t i o n ;  I

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  In ten t and ea rn e s t d e s ir e  o f  the F i f t h  I 

S ta te  L eg is la tu re  t h a t  a committee on r e la t io n s  between th e  bench, the p re ss  I  

and the bar be formed; and be I t  |
FURTHER RESOLVED that I t  lo  th e  d e s ir e  o f  th e  L e g is la tu r e  that the I 

committee s h a l l  c o n s is t  o f  e igh t p eroon s: one person  to  b e  appointed by th e  I
P res iden t o f  th e  Senate; one person t o  be appo in ted  by th e Speaker o f  th e  I  

House o f  R ep re sen ta t iv e s ; one p erson  t o  be appo in ted  by th e  Governor; one | 
person  to be appo in ted  by the C h ie f  J u s t ic e  o f  th e Supreme Cou rt; one |
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to be appointed by the Bar Association; one person to be appointed 

the Alaska Broadcaster's Association; one person to be appointed by the

Publisher's Association; and the Superior Court Judge who is assigned 

the Family Court; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that these appointments be made at the earliest 

sible time after passage of this Resolution and that the committee meet 

formulate policies acceptable to all concerned, and in particular 

dealing with access to public records, the publication of facts, testimony 

and circumstances surrounding criminal, civil and juvenile proceedings; and 

be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that this committee report their recommendations to 

the Sixth Legislature, First Session, including any recommendations of 

statutory changes which the committee might feel are necessary to effectuate 

their recommendations.

COPIES of this Resolution shall be sent to The Honorable Walter J. 

Hickel, Governor of Alaska; The Honorable Buell Nesbett, Chief Justice of 

the Supreme Court; The Honorable Roger Connor, President of the Alaska Bar 

Association; The Honorable Elvin O. Bramstedt, President of the Alaska 

Broadcaster's Association; and to The Honorable Lew Williams, Jr., President 

of the Alaska Publisher's Association.
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