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Zntroduoedt 9/15/97 
i M i m d i  State Affairs

BY S ASS ASA*
~  OUISS AND NORA]
EM THB HOUSB

HOUSS COMCURRBfT ABSOLUTION NO. 80 

ZN THS LBOZSLATURB OS THS STATB Of ALASKA 

PZVXH LBOZSLATURB - 7ZRST SIS8Z0M

Relating to constructing tha Nhlttla 

aeeasa rail ferry.

IB IT RBSOLVBD BY THB LBOZSLATURB OP THB STATB OP ALASKA I

WHBRBAS road aoooao from Portage to Whlttlor will opon tha way to the 

ievelopaent of tha Prlnoa William Sound for boating, hunting* flatting and 

;ourlMj thla vaat yachting basin will attraet nuabara of visitors yearly 

>ut avan aora Important than thla. road aeoaas to Whittier will make possible 

i second highway tie between Anchorage and Valdes through the establishment 

>f a frequently scheduled ferry run between Whittier and Valdesj and

WHBRBAS past studies for dlreot road aocess have revealed the construo- 

;lon of a highway over or around the mountains Is so coaplloated by the 

ierraln and the extreme weather conditions as to be not econoadoally feasible 

tore unlimited funds available so that economic feasibility were not a con- 

ilderation* the sheer magnitude of the engineering task and the construc- 

;lon program Involved would require 5 to 7 years effort and 8 to 10 million 

lollars expenditure; and

WHBRBAS the problems Involved in the conversion of the existing railroad 

sunnel for use as a highway tunnel are equally complex; to meet the stan- 

lards of width* ventilation* lining* lighting and traffic control adequate 

so Insure public safety would require an expenditure of time and money 

iqulvalent to that for the external route; .there is no capability of spsndlni 

islf ths time and half ths money without being half safe and any scheme that 

requires half safe measures will Justifiably fall; and

WHBRBAS fortunately there is a means to qulokly provide an efflolent* 

istlsfaotory substitute for a dlreot highway link whloh utilises to the 
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1 extent existing faoilities) the use of e track Mounted carrier de- 

elgned to shuttle through the existing railroad tunnel in suoh the Banner 

that the m a l l  ferries shuttled aoross many of the rivers in the United 

States oan provide aeoeptable vehicular traffic between Portage and Whittier) 

the development of the area will eventually Justify the eonstruetlon of full 

road aooess exactly as utilisation of the email river ferries paved the way 

for subsequent bridge construction; and

W B R S A 8  access to Whittier based on the extension of existing roads to 

the portals of the 13,000' railroad tunnel froa Bear Valley to Whittier, the 

eleotrlfleatlon of the railroad through the tunnel, and the purohase of a 

special train designed to provide rapid transit for highway vehioles will 

cost $600,000; the special train can be procured in a relatively short tine 

since all components are standard manufactured ltesu readily available on 

short notloe; complete procurement and installation is possible within 6 

months; and

WHBRBAS vehicle access to Whittier would make it possible for a visitor 

to Anchorage to drive down Tumagaln Arm, visit Alyeaka, view Portage Lake 

and Olader, take a convenient 10-mlnute train ride to Whittier without leav­

ing hie ear and drive aboard a marine ferry for the 90-mile trip to Valdes; 

this ferry ride is entirely in protected inland waterways that are unex­

celled for soenlo beauty; the ferry will, in faot, cross dlreotly in front 

of Columbia Olacier, a tourist attraction hard to beat; at Valdes he will 

see a town completely relocated as a result of the 1964 earthquake and then 

will proceed over one of the most fasolnatlng and soenio stretohes of road 

on the North American continent; the waterfalls, glaciers, and alpine soen- 

ery on this trip through Keystone Canyon and north are fabulous; as he con­

tinues through the Copper Rlver-Olenallen area he will have a chance to see 

fishwheels and observe the vegetation and terrain typical of so muoh of 

interior Alaska; hie return to Anchorage will bring him through the

HCR 28 ~2 ~
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i falkeetna Mountains and Matamaska Valley; and
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WHUtSAS not only will ovary visitor to Anchorage bs tsaptod by this 

sosnio 454-nil* trip but ovary tourist who motors froa tho lowor 48 to 

Anohorage or tho Konal Poninsula will hava tho opportunity to rot urn to . 

Olonallon Junction by an altomato route; tho valuo of ollainating back­

tracking ovor tho same routs cannot bo ovor emphasised booausa this is ana 

of tha biggost complaints tho motoring public consistently aakes oonooraing 

a  trip to Alaska; and

WHIRIAS closing tho gap batwoon Port ago and Whittier will aako avail­

able to tho population of tho Anchorage area one of tho bast yachting basins 

on tha west coast; many miles of inland waterways will bo aeossslble with 

fiords* oanals* islands* streams and glaolers to explore; it should bo 

stressed that those waters are also comparatively safe waters; opening tha 

Immense sport fishery of tho western Prince William Sound will to some extent 

relieve the fishing pressure on the relatively depleted n m s  of Cook Inlet; 

likewise a more desirable level of harvesting of the game animals of tha 

area will be possible; and

WHIRIAS d o s i n g  the gap will benefit a third user in addition to tha 

tourist and vaoatloner; the residents of Prlnoe Willies Sound will be pro­

vided a convenient, economical access to Anohorage; the oosmunitles of tha 

Sound will not only benefit from the increase in traffic into that area but 

will also find that convenient aooess to Seward and Anchorage will encourage 

eoonomlo growth heretofore Impossible; the development of this area that 

will result from these olose ties will be a substantial contribution to the 

state's eoonomy; and

WHISKAS an extension to the existing highway system at Portage Lake to 

tha portal of the 13*000' tunnel between Bear Valley and Whittier abuts the 

and of a spur track at that portal and is elevated so that highway trafflo 

can drive directly from tha and of the road onto a special train; this spur 

■OR SB -3 -
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and tha trackage through tha tunnel la alaotr&flad ao that oentiuuous opera­

tion of tha train within tha tunnal will not Introduoa noxious gaaaaa Into 

tha unventilated opaooi tha oontrollod rata of aooolaratlon that oan ba pro- 

gr— ad Into an all alaotrlo train will allow tha hifway vehicles to bo 

hauled tha 3 allea froa Bear Valley to Vhlttler without tha need for tie 

downej at tha Whittier portal tha highway wahlolaa will bo driven atralght 

ahead tha length of tha train onto an extension of tha roada In tha Vhlttlar 

area) tha loading prooeaa will ba collated la approximately 8 mlnutee, tha 

trip froa Bear Valley to Vhlttlar will taka approxlnataly U  minutes* tha un­

loading tine will require only 2 aliratea and tha paoeengera oan remain In 

thair vehicles for tha complete 15-alnute eyelej and

U K TOAS tha train lteelf will oonolat of extra wide flat earn Intercon­

nected with eteel plataa and provided with a 10' driving lane defined by 

curbs on either side ao that highway vehicles oan eafely and confidently ba 

driven tha length of tha train) once the vehlolea a n  driven on board by

their owners thair front wheels will be turned to tha ourb* engines shut

off and brakes sat) high Intensity lighting Incorporated in tha train will 

Illuminate the vehlolea during the 11-alnute passage ao that tha passengers 

will not be blinded by daylight when they arrive at tha oppoalta portal) and 

WHIRIAS a 600' train will oarry 23 vehlolea and will be able to maintain 

a aohedule of 2 complete round tripe per hour) at full capacity suoh a train

would have a oapaolty of 30 oars in eaoh dlreotlon per hour) thla capacity

la required to insure tha expeditious handling of vehlolea arriving and 

departing on tha marina farcy and to aooosmodate tha heavy weekend traffic 

returning to Anohorage on Sunday afternoon and evening) flexibility is ob­

tained by shortening tha train and reducing tha frequenoy of runa to suit 

desuuid laaa than oapaolty) frequent runs muet ba provided if a shuttle train 

la to aerve aa an effeotlve part of our state highway system) oontlnuous 

shuttle la eoonomloally feasible beoause of tha low operating oost of an 
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sleotrleally propslled drive-on-dri ve-off train;

maximum utilisation of existing facilities la envisioned with 

tho u m  of existing ocauMrolal lodgee for tlokot aaloa at both Port ago Laka 

m d  Whittier; tho dining and restroom faollltlan of thoaa lodges will ade­

quately serve tho traveling publloi tho low flrat ooat of tha propoaod projee 

La poaalblo only aa a roault of tho aarl— i utlllaatlon of thoao faollltloa 

Mid tho oxlatlng roads* railroad t u m a l  and oommerclal powori and

WURRAS tho oxlotlng railroad tunnol provides a oloar width of l£' to a 

Might 15' above top of rail and haa a olreular arch with an 8' radlua above 

that holghti the ahuttlo train* doalgned to take fall advantage of tho tun­

nel clearances* will provide a carrying oapaolty aag>le for all nornal high­

way vohloloa Including largo buoaaa and sead-traller vanaj and

WBRBA3 design criteria will rooognlso that tho ahuttlo train nood not 

somply with tho width* length and coupling limitations of eara esqployed In 

aalnllno travel} every effort will bo nado to provide tho motoring ptftlle 

with safoty* convenience and a maximum oonao of aoourlty} and

MBRBAS the configuration of the driving eurfaoo on tho train will bo 

doalgned to Insure that the loading and unloading operation will bo qulokly 

performed with oonfldenoo by tho moat Inept driver) no difficult maneuver 

will be required ae the drive through ayetem eliminates all backing; and 

MORSAS the train's superstructure will consist of a structural stool 

framework oovered with ateel dlamond-meah wire that will not only protect 

the vehlolea during paaeage through tho tunnol but will also servo as a 

positive olearanoe gauge; vehlolea that oan bo driven onto tho train will bo 

assured safe paaeage through tho tunnol; and 

WHBRBAS the project ooat estimate las 

Intension of Roads 5*000 lln. ft. $130*000

Bridge Construction Lu m p Sum 100*000

Spur lines (1*000 lln. ft.) 2 eaoh 42*000

BOB 88 “5_
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1 Railroad naotrifloatlon Lump Su b  $ 140,000

2 Asocial Train L u a  Su b  170,000

3 Total Projeot Ooat $ 908*000

4 Round Figure $600,000) and

5 WHBRBAS tha abova ooat aatlaata la baaad up ant

1. Tha oonatruotlon of a 8 lana gravel aurfaeed road froa tha

i

6 !

7 vicinity of tha parking lot and Obaarvatlon area at Portage Lake along tha

8 ganaral route of tha old oonatruotlon road to tha Bear Valley portal of tha
!

9 long tunnel.
10 2. Bridges across Portage Creak and Plaoer Creak. i

11 3. One thousand foot long spurs with Manually operated awltohea
12

at the naln line. i

13
4. Electrification of the tunnel and the loading spurs lnoludlng ii

14
AC/DC conversion. |

IS
9. The use of standard flat oars interconnected by rigid tow bare

16
and modified to faollltate the drive-through operation.

17
6. Loooaotion provided by incorporating standard swivel truck

18
traction motors as manufactured for the uee of mine looomotlves.

19
7. A control point for train operation looated at eaoh end of the

20
train arranged to provide convenient and safe operation In either dlreotlon

21
and yet not Interfere with the drive-through loading and unloading ocnoept)

22
and

23
WHBRBAS the capacity of the ahuttle train la determined by the aggre­

24 gate length of the vehlolea loaded) tariff calculations have been baaed upon
25 a nominal vehiole length of 24' and the fare for other than thla baslo unit

26 will be a matter of polloy) and

27 WHBRBAS utilising the trafflo predictions predloated on 1966 recorded
28 traffic data, snd the budgetary ooat estimate above, a tariff of $2.50 eaoh

29
way la indicated) and

%
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WHBRBAS th* aod* of operation u**d to determine operating ooat* inoludea 

2 II soheduled run* during morning* noon and *T*ning period* through th* week with
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16 hours of operation a day on weekends!

BE IT RBSOLVBD that th* Oovemor la r*m>ectfully requested to dlreot 

th* Department of Public Works to construct th* Whittier aoeeaa rail ferry 

in accordance with th* Intent of this resolution.

BOR 26 -7-
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