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Introduced: 3/11/6? 
Referred: Resources 
end finance

BY THB RULS8 fftlHTTfT BY
ZN THE HOUSE R1QUBST OP THB OOVBRNOR

HOUSB BILL NO. 289 

JK THB LBOISLATURB OP THB STATB OP ALASKA 

FIFTH LBOISLATURB - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the clearing of agricultural land;

and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATB OP ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 38 is anended by adding a new chapter to read:
CHAPTER 7. CLEARING AND DRAINING OP AGRICULTURAL LAND.

Sec. 38.07.010. SELECTION AND LEASE, (a) The commissioner aay 

select areas of state land classified as agricultural and contract for 

the land to be cleared or drained or both at state expense. In this 

selection and contracting, the conalssloner shall be guided by the 

recommendations of the U. S. Soil Conservation Service, the Alaska 

Department of Fish and Game and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

(b) The land thus cleared or drained shall be put up for competi­

tive lease In lots of not less than 320 acres each.
Sec. 38.07.020. PROVISIONS OF LEASE, (a) The lease In sec.

10(b) of this chapter shall be for 10 years with an option for a 
five-year renewal.

(b) Before a lessee can apply for ownership of the land, he

must crop the land for at least seven years. If a lessee does not

crop the land for at least seven years during his lease, the land shall 

be open again for competitive lease.

(c) All rent the lessee has paid on the lease less Interest on 

appraised value, is to be applied toward the purchase price.

(d) There shall be included in the lease agreement a provision 

prohibiting more than one farm unit on each half section of land.
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8*o. 38.07.030. O U B M  AID T M S 1 M  HCLPMD. (a) An owner of 

agricultural land, or a loaeee fron tho atato of agricultural land. In 

tho general vicinity of tho land to bo oloarod or dralnod undor aoe. 

10(a) of thlo chaptor nay apply to tho conartaalonor to havo hla land 

oloarod or dralnod or both along with tho otato land. Tho applleant*a 

land ahall bo included In tho contract of land to bo cleared or dralnod 

if, In tha dlaeretlon of tho coonlaalonar, tho lnclualon lo feaalble 

and furthara tho acrleultural polldea of the dlvlalon.

(b) Tho coat of clearing privately-owned land ahall bo borne by 

tho landowner, for thla purpoaa, ho nay borrow aonay according to the 

require**nta and provleiona of tho Alaaka Agricultural Loan Act

(A8 03.10).

(c) The coat of clearing land loaaod fron th* atato. Including 

but not limited to achool, unlvaralty, and mental haalth land, ahall 

ba borne by th* atata. Tha loaao* ahall repay tho coat ovor a 10-year 

pariod at five par cant Intaraat.

Sac. 38.07.040. LAND CERTIFICATES. Tho contract* In aoe. 10(a) 

of thla chaptor aay provide for payment by th* atata In th* form of 

land certificate* which ahall ba equivalent to caah in tho purchaa*

of land credit froa th* atata. Th* uaa of land credit certificate* aay

ba applied In the manner praaorlbod by AS 19.30.090 and any regulation* 

adopted thereunder.

Sac. 38.07.050. REGULATIONS. Th* coonlaalonar ahall, guided by 

recommendation* of the U. S. Soil Conaervation Service, th* Alaaka 

Departaent of Fiah and Qeae and th* U. S. Fiah and Wildlife Service, 

promulgate regulatlona naceaaary to carry out th* purpoao of thla 

chapter.

Sec. 38.07.060. DEFINITIONS. In thla chapter

(1) "cleared,” "clear,” and "clearing" mean tho preparation
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of tho land for planting;

(2) "cropped" M a n s  tho nanagSMnt of a domestic planting 

Including harvest;

(3) "coMissloner" moans tho comnloolonor of tho DepartMnt 

of Natural Resources.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect on the day after Its passage and 

approval or on the day it b e c o M a  law without approval.
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