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Introduead: K/81/S7 
R t f i m d i  Judlolarr

X N T S H 0 U 8 B  ST <30188 AMD 8TBVBB

HSUSB BXLL NO. 811 

ZN T B  UDI8LA1U10I OF T »  S T A R  OF ALASKA 

FIFTH UOXSLATURB - FOIST SSSSIOM 

A N H L

For an Aot ontltlods "An Aot oroatlng a oondltlonal privilege for publlo

of floors and roportora aa to aourooa of Information."

m  XT INAOTID BT THB IBQISLATUIB OF TIB S T A R  OF ALASKA:

• Saotlon 1. AS 09.25 la aaandad toy adding now saotlon* to raad:

Sao. 09.85.150. CLAXNXNQ OF ntXVXZSOB W  PUBLIC OFFICIAL OR 

RBPOMNR. Bxoapt as provldad In aaos. 150 - 880 of thla ohapter* no 

publlo offlolal or raportar ahall ba ooapallad to dlaolosa tha aouroa 

of Information proourad or obtalnad by hla whlla aotlng In tha ooursa 

of hla dutiaa as a publlo offlolal or raportar.

Seo. 09.85.160. CHALUMQB OF F1UVIZJ0B. (a) When a publlo 

offlolal or raportar olalaa tha prlvllaga In a oauaa balng hoard 

bafora the aupreae oourt or a superior oourt of thla state* a parson 

who haa tha right to question hla In that prooaodlng* or tha oourt on 

Its own motion* may ohallenga tha olalm of prlvllaga. Tha oourt shall 

make or oauaa to be made whatever Inquiry tho oourt thinks naoaaaary 

to a determination of tha laaua. Tha Inquiry aay ba made lnatanter by 

way of questions put to tha witness olalnlng tha prlvllaga and a deol­

slon then rendered* or the oourt aay require the presenoe of othor 

wltnaasas or dooumentary showing or aay ordor a apaolal haarlng for 

tha determination of tha laaua of prlvllaga.

(b) Tha oourt aay deny tha prlvllaga and aay order the publlo 

offlolal or the raportar to testify* Imposing whatever limits upon 

th* testimony and upon th* right of oroaa examination of tha witness 

aa may ba In th* publlo Interest or In th* Intaraat of a fair trial*
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i if it finds tto withholding of tto testimony would

2 (1) m o u l t  in i alaoarrlage of Justloe or tho doniol of

3 ft foir trial to thorn who challenge tto privilege) or

4 (2) to oontraiy to tto publlo lntoroat.

5 soo. 09.29.170. m  p z v m t u p  r a u o  ovrzozAL on w w w  o f
A SHI m z v z m .  (a) SUlo oootlon lo oppllooblo to oaf toorlng hold

7 undor tto lows of this stoto

8 (1) boforo o oourt othor than ths ouprowo or o ouporlor

9 oourt)

10 (2) boforo o oourt ooaaAasloner, referee, or othor oourt

"
appolntoo)

12 (3) In tho oouroo of loglolstlm proceedings or boforo s

13 ooaalsslon, agenoy or ooooittoo orootod by tto logiolotum)

14 (4) boforo on agonoy or representative of on agonoy of tto

15 atato, borough, olty or othor nunlolpal oorporatlon, or othor body) or

16 (3) boforo aay othor forua of this otato.

17 (b) Zf, in a haarlng, a publlo offlolal or a roportor should

18 rofuso to dlvulgo tho oouroo of hla Information, tto agonoy body.

19 poraon, offlolal, or party aooldng tho lnfomatlon way apply to tto _

20 auporlor oourt for an ordor dlvostlng tho offlolal or roportor of tto |
21 privilege. When tto lsauo is raised boforo tho aupreae or a superior

22 I oourt, tho application auat bo aada to that oourt.

23 (o) Application for an ordor ahall bo aado by verified potltlon

24 sotting out tto reasons why tto dlaoloauro is eaaentlal to tto adftrtnla-

25 t ration of just loo, a fair trial In tho Instant prooaodlng, or tho

26 proteotlon of tho publlo Interest. Upon application, tho oourt shall

27 doteralne ths notloe to bo glvon to tho publlo offlolal or roportor i
28 and fix tho tlas and plaoe of hearing. Tho oourt ahall aako or oause i
29 to bo aado whatever Inquiry tho oourt thinks noooaaary, and aatas a 
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determination of tho leeue aa provided for In aeo. 160 of this ohapter.

Seo. 09.25.180. O H M S  S O M O V  VO m v n v .  An order of the auperlor 

oourt entered under eeoe. 150 - 220 of thie ohapter ahall be eubjeot to 

review by the eupreae oourt, by appeal or by certiorari, aa the rulea 

of that oourt aay provide. During the pendenoy of the appeal, the 

privilege ahall remain In full foroe aad effoot.

Seo. 09.25.190. IB U I OF FRXVXLMS. When a publlo official or 

reporter olaiaa the privilege oonferred by aeoa. 150 - 220 of thla 

ohapter and the publlo offlolal or reporter haa not been dlveated of 

the privilege by order of the eupreae or auperlor oourt, neither he 

nor the nowa organisation with whloh he waa aaeoolated ahall thereafter 

be permitted to plead or prove the aouroee of Information withheld, 

unleaa the Informant oonaenta In writing or in open oourt.

Seo. 09.25.200. APPLICATION OF PRXVUJQB ZN OTHDt COURTS. Seoa. 

150 - 220 of thla ohapter aloo appllee to prooeedlnge held under the 

lawa of the United Statea or any other atate where the law of thla 

atate ia being applied.

Seo. 09.25.210. SSCS. 150 - 220 OF THIS OHAPTBR 00 NOV ABIZDQB 

OTHER FRZVUSOBS. Seoa. 150 - 220 of thla ohapter ehall not be oon- 

atrued to abridge any of the prlvllegea reoognlaed under the lawa of 

thla atate, whether at oommon law or by atatute.

Seo. 09.25.220. DEFINITIONS. In thla ohapter, unleaa the oontext 

otherwise requires

(1) "privilege" meana the oondltlonal privilege granted to 

publlo offlolals and reporters to refuae to testify aa to a source of 

information;

(2) "publlo offlolal" meana a person eleoted to a publlo 

offloe oreated by the constitution or laws of thla atate, whether 

exeoutlve, legislative or Judicial and who was holding that offloe
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•ft tho Um of ftht ooaMBtaaftlon for whiah piivil«|i ia elalMdi 

(3) "raportar" —ana

(ft) tha Individual proprietor of • bom nwgHiutlnn, 

or • partner, offloor or oaplopoa of tho proprietor, or

(B) a paraon regularly engaged 1b tta Malaaoa of 

ooUootlng or urltlng b o m  for publleatlon, or praaartaftlon fto 

the publlo, through • b o m  osgaBUBftlonj 1ft lnoludao peraona uho 

oori roporftere at tho ftlM of tha aoanunlaatlon, though aoft aft 

tha tlaa of tha olaln of privilege;

(ft) "newe organisation" naana

(A) an Individual, partnorahlp, oorporatlon or other 

aaaoolotlon regularly angagad in tho bualnaM of

(1) publlehlng a nawapapar or othar parlodlaal 

whloh raporta nawa avanta, lo iaauad at regular Inftorvala 

and haa a ganaral circulation;

(U) providing nowaroala or othar notion ploture 

nawa for publlo allowing; or

(1U) broadoaatlng nawa to tha publlo by wlra, 

radio, talavlalon or fooalnlle,

(B) a praaa aaaoolatlon or othar aaaoolatlon of Indl- 

vlduala, partnarahlpa, oorporatlona, or othor aaaoolatlona daa- 

orlbad In (ft) (1), (11), or (HI) of thla aaotlon engaged In

331 gathering nawa and dlaaealnatlng It to lta nehbera for publication.

34 # gao. 2. Thla bill ohangea Rulo ft3(h) of tha Buprew Oourt Bulaa by

25 adding to tha prlvlltgoa there llatad, the oondltlonal privilege for publlo

26 offloera and report era aa to aouroee of lnforaatlon.
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