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Introduced: 1/31/66
Referred: Commerce

B Y  HOPSON, WALSH,
IN T H B  S ENATE F O S T E R  A N D  B L O D Q E T T

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 77 

I N  T H E  L E O I S L A T U  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA 

F O U R T H  L E O I S L A T L  4  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to r e s t o r i n g  N a v a l  

P e t r o l e u m  R e s e r v e  No. 4  to the 

p u b l i c  domain.

BE I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E O I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

WHEREAS o u r  n a t i o n  Is consu m i n g  p e t r o l e u m  p r o d u c t s  at a  rate 

w h i c h  far e x c e e d s  the d i s c o v e r y  o f  n e w  s o urces w i t h i n  o u r  n a t i o n a l  

boundaries; a n d

WHEREAS the oil a n d  gas Industry is currently e n g a g e d  l n  a n  

a c t i v e  e x p l o r a t i o n  p r o g r a m  all along the arctic slope o f  N o r t h  

America; and

WHEREAS t here is p r e s e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  Naval Petro l e u m  

R e s e r v e  No. 4  c o n t a i n i n g  23 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  which Is n o t  o p e n  to 

e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  b y  private enterprise; and

WHEREAS p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  Is ready, willing a n d  able to 

u n d e r t a k e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  n e w  p e t r o l e u m  reserves ln the 

n a t i o n a l  Interest;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that Naval P e t r o l e u m  Reserve No. 4 as e s t a b­

li s h e d  by E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r  No. 3797-A d a t e d  February 27, 1923, as 

a m e n d e d  by P u b l i c  L a n d  O r d e r  289 dated J u l y  20, 1943, be a b o l i s h e d  

a n d  terminated; a n d  be lt

FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that the lands e n c o m p a s s e d  In P e t r oleum 

R e s e r v e  No. 4 be r e s t o r e d  to the p ublic domain a n d  that d e p osits 

of oil and g a s  u n d e r l y i n g  these be m a d e  subject to d i s p o s i t i o n  by 

the S e c r etary of the Interior ln the m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  for by Act 

o f  Congress (41 Stat 437), as amended, o r  wholly b y  b i d  If so 
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authorized by the Congress; provided that nothing shall affect the 

validity of any existing lease, lioense, permit, trsnsfer or 

agreement, Including the authority of the Secretary of the Navy 

under Publio Law 87-599 ( 76 Stat 401) to develop the South Barrow 

gas field, and under Public Law 88-389 ( 78 Stat 340) to produoe 

and sell crude oil from the Uniat field.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable 

Lyndon B. Johnson, President of the United States; the Honorable 

Hubert H. Humphrey, Vice President of the United States and 

President of the Senate; the Honorable Paul H. Nltze, Secretary 

of the Navy; the Honorable Stewart L. Udall, Secretary o f  the M  

Interior; and the Honorable E. L. Bartlett and the Honorable B  

Ernest Gruening, U. S. Senators, and the Honorable Ralph J. Rivers 

U. S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation ln Congress
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