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a n d  Judiciary

Introduced: 3/5/65
Referred: State Affairs

:n  T H E  SENATE B Y  SENATOR K I L C H E R

SENATE J O I N T  RESOLUTION NO. 54 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FO U R T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

Proposing amendments to the 

C o nstitution of the State of 

Alaska p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a u n i­

cameral legislature.

3E IT RESOLVED B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. Secs. 1, 2, 3> 12, 15, 16, 18 and 20, art. II, 

Jonstitution of the State of Alaska are a m e n d e d  to read:

S E C T I O N  1. The legislative p o w e r  of the State is 

vested i n  a  legislature consisting o f  a  single house 

[SENATE W I T H  A M E M B E R S H I P  OF TWENTY A N D  A  H O U S E  OF R E P R E­

SENTATIVES] w i t h  a  membership of forty - f i v e  senators [FORTY].

SE C T I O N  2. A  m e m b e r  of the legislature shall be a  

qualified voter w h o  has b e e n  a resident of A laska f o r  at 

least three years and of the district from which e l e c t e d  for 

at least one year, immediately p r e c e d i n g  his filing f o r  

office. A  senator shall be at least twenty-three [TWENTY- 

FIVE] y e a r s  of age [AND A  REPRESENTATIVE A T  LEAST TWENTY-ONE 

YEARS O F  AGE],

S E C T I O N  3. Legislators shall be elected at g e neral 

elections. T h e i r  terms begin on the fourth Monday of the 

January following election unless otherwise provided b y  law. 

The [TERM OF REPRESENTATIVES SHALL B E  TWO YEARS, AND THE] 

term of senators [,] is six [FOUR] years. One-third [ONE- 

HALF] of the senators shall be e l e c t e d  every two years.

S E C T I O N  12. The [HOUSES OF EACH] legislature shall 
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adopt [UNIFORM] ru le s  o f procedure. The le g is la tu r e  [EACH

lature [EACH] is the judge of the election and qualifications 

of its members a n d  may expel a m ember w i t h  the concurrence

of two-thirds of its members. The legislature [EACH] shall 

keep a journal of its proceedings. A m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r­

ship of the legislature [EACH HOUSE] constitutes a q u o r u m  to 

do business, but a  smaller number may a d j o u r n  from d a y  to 

day and m a y  compel the attendance of absent members. The 

legislature shall regulate lobbying.

SECTION 14. The legislature shall establish the p r o­

cedure f o r  the e n a c tment of bills into law. No bill m a y  

become law unless it has passed three readings [IN E A C H  

HOUSE] o n  three separate days, except that any bill m a y  be 

advanced from second to third reading on the same day b y  

concurrence of three-fourths of the membership [HOUSE 

CONSIDERING IT]. No b i l l  m a y  become law without a n  a f f i r m a­

tive vote of a m a j o r i t y  of the membership of the l e g i s l a t u r e

[EACH HOUSE]. The yeas and nays on final passage shall be 

entered ln the journal.

SECTION 16. Upon receipt of a veto message, the l e g i s­

lature shall m e e t  immediately in joint session and r e c o n s i d e r  

passage of the v etoed bill or item. B i l l s  to raise r e v enue 

and a p p r o p r i a t i o n  bills or items, although vetoed, b e c o m e  

law by affirmative vote of three-fourths of the m e m b e r s h i p  

of the legislature. Other vetoed bills become law by 

affirmative vote of two-thirds of the membership of the 

legislature. T h e  vote on reconsideration of a vetoed b i l l  

shall be e n tered on the journal [JOURNALS OF BOTH HOUSES].

HOUSE] m a y  choose its officers and employees. The legis-

J
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S E C T I O N  18. Laws p a s s e d  b y  t h e  legis l a t u r e  b e c o m e  

e f f e c t i v e  n i n e t y  days a f t e r  e n a c t m e n t .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may, 

by c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  two-thirds of I t s  m e m b e r s h i p  [THE M E M B E R­

SHIP O F  E A C H  HOUSE], p r ovide f o r  a n o t h e r  e f f e c t i v e  date.

* Sec. 2. Sec. 20, art. II, A l a s k a  State C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  Is 

r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  new section:

S E C T I O N  20. All civil o f f i c e r s  of the State a r e  s u b j e c t  

to i m p e a c h m e n t  b y  the legislature. I m p e a c h m e n t  o r i g i n a t e s  

w i t h  t h e  s enior members of the l e g i s l a t u r e  w h o  c o n s t i t u t e s  

the u p p e r  t hird of the b o d y  w h i c h  is next s u b j e c t  t o  re- 

e l e c t i o n  and m u s t  be a p p r o v e d  b y  t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s  o f  

that g r o u p .  T h e  motion f o r  i m p e a c h m e n t  s h a l l  list f u l l y  t h e  

b a s i s  f o r  the proceeding. Trial o n  i m p e a c h m e n t  s h a l l  be 

c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  lower t w o - t h i r d s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e .  A 

s u p r e m e  court justice d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the c o u r t  s h a l l  p r e s i d e  

at t h e  trial. Concurrence of t w o - t h i r d s  o f  the t w o - t h i r d s  of 

the m e m b e r s  e l i g i b l e  to sit in j u d g m e n t  Is r e q u i r e d  f o r  a 

j u d g m e n t  of impeachment. The j u d g m e n t  m a y  not e x t e n d  b e y o n d  

r e m o v a l  f r o m  office, b u t  shall n o t  p r e v e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  in the 

c o u r t s  o n  the same or related charges.

* Sec. 3. Sec. 10, art. II, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  of 

Alaska, is repealed.

* Sec. 4. Secs. 1-8, art. VI, A l a s k a  State Constitution, are 

repealed a n d  r e p l a c e d  with the f o l l o w i n g  new sections:

S E C T I O N  1. Members of the l e g i s l a t u r e  are e l e c t e d  b y  

the q u a l i f i e d  voters of the r e s p e c t i v e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s .

The n u m b e r  of persons r e p r e s e n t e d  by e a c h  l e g i s l a t o r  is

d e t e r m i n e d  b y  dividing 4 5  into t h e  total p o p u l a t i o n  of the
• •

s t a t e  as r e p o r t e d  in the d e c e n n i a l  census. The p o p u l a t i o n  
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i n  each e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  shall be a s  m a t h e m a t i c a l l y  equal 

as p o s s i b l e .  The g o v e r n o r  shall a p p o r t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i c t  the 

state f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i t h  the advice o f  the

r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  board.

*
S E C T I O N  2. The g o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t s  a  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  

b o a r d  t o  a c t  in a n  a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y  t o  him. It c o n s i s t s  of 

five m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p a r t y  affiliation. 

B o a r d  m e m b e r s  m a y  not be employees o r  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  state 

o r  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  or of any p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  of the 

s t a t e .

* Sec. 5. T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  secs. 1  a n d  2 o f  this 

r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be p l a c e d  b e f o r e  the v o t e r s  of the state at the 

n e x t  statewide e l e c t i o n  in c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  S e c t i o n  1, A r t i c l e  

XIII, of the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State o f  Alaska, and t h e  state 

e l e c t i o n  code.
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