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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 2 7 / 6 5
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

I N  T H E  S E N A T E B Y  S E N A T O R  P ERATROVICH

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 46 

IN T H E  LEGISL A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T H  LEGISL A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

C r e a t i n g  a n a t i o n a l  Department 

of Fisheries.

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  LEGISL A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the popula t i o n s  of the w o r l d  are b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s­

in g l y  dependent u p o n  the oceans as a  source of food; and

WH E R E A S  competition a m o n g  the n a t i o n s  for t h e  b o u n t y  o f  the 

seas has n o t i c e a b l y  sharpened in recent years a s  is e v i d e n c e d  b y  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conventions being called to d i s c u s s  the exten s i o n  

of n a t i o n a l  ocean t e rritorial limits a n d  the r i g h t s  of nations 

to the resources o n  their continental shelves; a n d

WH EREAS it h a s  been apparent for some t i m e  that the United 

S t a t e s  fishing industry is at a t e c h n i c a l  and financial d i s a b i l­

ity in compet i t i o n  with f o reign f i s h i n g  fleets for both the 

d o m e s t i c  a n d  foreign seafood markets; a n d

W H E R E A S  the revitalization, development a n d  protec t i o n  of 

t h e  f i s h i n g  industry and the fisheries of the U n i t e d  S tates are 

e n o r m o u s  tasks w h i c h  surpass the abilities of the several states 

a n d  therefore require the assistance a n d  a t t e n t i o n  of the federal 

g o v e r n m e n t ; and

WH E R E A S  a d e quate policing of o u r  fishing territories can 

o n l y  be e fficiently conducted b y  enforcement a g e ncies of the 

fe deral government; and

WHEREAS n e g o t i a t i o n s  for f i s h i n g  rights i n  international 

w a t e r s  a r e  a respon s i b i l i t y  of the federal government and will 

b ecome a  more complex a n d  demanding a r e a  of d i p l o m a c y  in future 
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WHEREAS the basic importance of our fisheries and fishing 

industry to the pepple of this nation, particularly at this time 

in our history, derjiands that they be given immediate, thorough 

and constant attention by the federal government a n d  treated as 

an integrated area of national policy;

B E  IT RESOLVER that the President o f  the U n i t e d  States is 

respectfully requested to create a  principal department in the 

executive branch of the federal government which h a s  respon­

sibility for all federal programs and activities relating to 

our fisheries and fishing industry, the department to be headed 

by a n  official of cabinet rank; a n d  be it

FU RTHER RESOLVED that copies of this r e s o l u t i o n  be directed 

to t h e  Honorable E. L. Bartlett a n d  the Honorable Ernest Gruening, 

U. S. Senators, and the Honorable Ralph J. Rivers, U. S. R e p r e­

sentative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

y e a r s ;  a n d

SJR 46 a m  »2-

O


