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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 2 7 / 6 5
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

IN THE SENATE B Y  S E N A T O R  P E R A T R O V I C H

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 46 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A  

F O U R T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

C r e a t i n g  a  n a t i o n a l  D e p a r t m e n t  

of F i s h e r i e s .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G IS LA TU RE  OF T HE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

WHER EA S the populations o f  the world are becoming i n c r e a s­

ingl y  d ep endent upon the oc eans as a source o f  food; a nd

WHEREAS competition a mo ng  the nations for the b o u n t y  of t h e  

seas has n o t i c e a b l y  sharpened in recent years a s  is ev id en ce d b y  

i n t e rn at i on al  conventions b e i n g  called to d i s c u s s  the e x t e n s i o n  

of nati on a l ocean t e rr it o ri al  limits a n d  the rights of nations 

to the res ou rc es  on their continental shelves; and

WHEREAS it ha3 b e e n  app ar e nt  for some t i m e  that the United 

Stat es  f i sh in g i n dustry is at a technical a nd financial d i s a b i l­

ity in competition w i t h  forei gn  fi3hing fleets for both the 

d o mestic a n d  foreign seafood markets; a nd

WHER E AS  the r evitalization, development a n d  protection of 

t he fishing Industry and the fisheries of the United S t ates a re 

enormous t as ks  which surpass the abilities of the several states 

a n d  therefore require the a ssistance a n d  a t t e n t i o n  of the fede ra l

g o v e r n m e n t ; and

WHEREAS adequate policing of our fishing territories can

o n l y  be ef ficiently conducted b y  enforcement agencies o f  the 

federal g o v e r n m e n t ; a n d

W H E R E A S  negotiations f o r  fishing rights i n  international 

waters are a responsibility o f  the federal government a n d  will 

become a m o r e  com pl ex  and d e m a n d i n g  area of d ip lomacy in future 
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WHEREAS the b a s i c  importance of o u r  f i s h e r i e s  a n d  fishing 

i n d u s t r y  to the p e o p l e  of t h i 3  nation, p a r t i c u l a r l y  at thi3 t i m e  

i n  our history, d e m a n d s  that they be g i v e n  immediate, t h o r o u g h  

a n d  constant a t t e n t i o n  by t h e  federal g o v e r n m e n t  and t r e a t e d  a s  

a n  integrated a r e a  o f  n a t i o n a l  policy;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the President of t h e  United States is 

respectfully r e q u e s t e d  to create a principal department in the 

executive branch of the federal government w h i c h  has r e s p o n­

sibility for all federal programs and activities relating to 

o u r  fisheries a n d  fishing industry, the department to be headed 

by an official of cabinet rank.

y e a r s ;  a n d

v' .vi
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