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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 2 / 6 5
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

BY S E N ATORS HANSEN, B E O I C H  
IN THE SENATE A ND P O LLOCK

S E N A T E  J O I N T  RESOLUTION NO. 14 

IN T H E  LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA 

F O U R T H  LEGISLATURE - FIRST S E S S I O N

Relating to the c o m p l e t i o n  o f  

the Copper River Highway.

B E  IT RESOLVED B Y  T H E  LEGISLATURE O F  THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS, o v e r  the p a s t  decade more than $16 m i l l i o n  in s t a t e  

and federal funds has been invested ln c o nstructing p a r t  of t h e  

programmed Copper R i v e r  Highway; and

WHEREAS, p r i o r  to statehood the federal g o v e r n m e n t  determ i n e d  

that the Cordova to Chitina Highway was b o t h  needed and feasible 

as a vital link i n  the A laska highway system and this p o s ition 

was endorsed by A l a s k a  w h e n  it b e came a state; and

WHEREAS, the earthquake disaster of M a r c h  27, 1964, r e­

emphasized the i m p o r t a n c e  of having this alternate highway l i n k  

from coastal to i n t e r i o r  Alaska but the B u r e a u  of P u b l i c  Roads 

now seeks to r e v e r s e  its decision, w o r k  and i n v e s t m e n t  of a 

decade b y  issuing a stop order on the construction of the C o p p e r  

River Highway, d e l a y i n g  the approval of emergency funds for the 

reconstruction o f  highway areas damaged or d e s t r o y e d  ln the e a r t h­

quake ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the Legislature of the S t a t e  of A laska 

Joins w i t h  G o v e r n o r  W i l l i a m  A. E g a n  in emphasizing that c o n t i n u a­

tion of construction on the Copper River H i g h w a y  f r o m  Cordova to 

Chitina and the reconstruction of damaged portions o f  the h i g h w a y  

during the 1965 c o n struction season are of p a r a m o u n t  importance 

to the State of A l a s k a  and that a ction be t a k e n  immediately to 

insure that c o n struction and reconstruction can p r o c e e d  d uring the 
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.965 c o n s t r u c t i o n  season; and b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that c o p i e s  o f  this r e s o l u t i o n  b e  d i r e c t e d  

;o the H o n o r a b l e  John T. Connor, S e c r e t a r y  of Commerce; the 

[onorable Rex M. Whitton, F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ;  the 

lonorable W i l l i a m  J. Niemi, A l a s k a  R e g i o n a l  Engineer, B u r e a u  o f  

>ublic Roads; and the m e mbers o f  the A l a s k a  D e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s
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