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I n t r o d u c e d :  2/ 2 /6 5
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

I N  T H E  S E N A T E B Y  S E N A T O R  B L O D G E T T  

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 13 

IN T H E  LEOISLATURE O P  T H E  STATE O F  A LASKA 

F O U R T H  LEOISLATURE - FIRST S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to a  plan f o r  small 

electr i c a l  s y s t e m s f o r  v i l l a g e s  

a n d  rural a r e a s  in Alaska.

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E O I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  m a n y  villages a n d  r u r a l  communities in A l a s k a  o t h e r­

wise qualified, a r e  unable to o b t a i n  the b e n e f i t s  o f  r u r a l  e l e o t r i 1

f i c a t i o n  under t h e  Rural E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  A c t  of 1936, as amended, 

be c a u s e  of l a c k  o f  manage r i a l  a n d  technical e x p e r i e n c e  ln the flelc 

of e l e c t r i c  p o w e r  and, b e cause of t heir l i m i t e d  size, they a r e  u n­

able t o  provide a  revenue base w h i c h  will support a d e q u a t e  f u l l­

time staffing; a n d

WHEREAS m e a n s  are a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  various g o v e r n m e n t a l  

a g e n c i e s  for t r a i n i n g  s e l ected m e m b e r s  of s u c h  v i l lages a n d  c o m­

mu n i t i e s  to m a n a g e  and o p e r a t e  e l e c t r i c  p o w e r  systems, once such 

s y s t e m  is Installed; and

WHEREAS t h e r e  are o t h e r  cooper a t i v e s  i n  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  

w h i c h  have the experience, m a n a g e r i a l  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  staffing, a n d  

can supply the n e c e s s a r y  services to small systems; and

WHEREAS t h e  Area R e d e v e l o p m e n t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  and o t h e r  State a n d  F e d e r a l  agencies ln e n d e a v o r i n g  to 

p r o m o t e  the econo m i c  a n d  social welfare of the p e o p l e  of such 

a r e a s ,  are s e v e r e l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  i n  their p r o grams f o r  want of a 

c o m m o n  and essential commodity i n  such c o mmunities - electricity; 

a n d

WHEREAS adequate electric p o w e r  is the cornerstone of 
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irmanent p r o g r e s s  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of a n y  community, l i g h t i n g  the 

>mes, b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  industries, as well a s  the h e a r t s  of t h e  

sople thereof; a n d

W H E R E A S  M a t a n u s k a  E l e c t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Inc. o f  Palmer, a n  

SA f i n a n c e d  r u r a l  e l e c t r i c  cooperative, h a s  s u c cessfully p i o n e e r e d  

s y s t e m  ( r e f e r r e d  to h e r e i n  a s  t h e  M a t a n u s k a  System) of p r o v i d i n g  

uch e l e c t r i c  p o w e r  b y  f u r n i s h i n g  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  financial a s s l s -  

ance o n  a r e i m b u r s a b l e  basis, w h e r e b y  t h e  facilities are installed 

nd o p e r a t e d  b y  M E A  u n t i l  such t i m e  as l o c a l  p e r s onnel a r e  t r a i n e d  

nd e x p e r i e n c e d  e n o u g h  t o  a s s u m e  the d u t i e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of s u c h  facilities; a n d  contin u i n g  t e c h n i c a l  

s s l s t a n c e  is t h e n  p r o v i d e d  o n  a  r e i m b u r s a b l e  basis; and

W H E R E A S  t h e  cases of U n a l a k l e e t  a n d  Stony River, w h e r e  ade- 

u a t e  e l e c t r i c  p o w e r  is n o w  b e i n g  f u r n i s h e d  t h r o u g h  the e f f o r t s  

n d  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  MEA, d e m o n s t r a t e  the p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  of t h e  

latanuBka plan; a n d

W H EREAS o t h e r  R E A  f i n a n c e d  e l e c t r i c  cooperatives ln A l a s k a  

iquipped w i t h  t e c h n i c a l  staffs a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  ln c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 

iperatlon of e l e c t r i c  p o w e r  s y s t e m s  h a v e  indicated i n t e r e s t  in 

;he M a t a n u s k a  p l a n  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  to c o n sider t h e  

*endering o f  l i k e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  v i l lages in t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  area 

to

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the L e g i s l a t u r e  does c o mmend M a t a n u s k a  

Sleotrlc A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Inc. its management, d i r e ctors a n d  m e mbers 

ror their f a r - s i g h t e d ,  g o o d - n e i g h b o r  p o l i c y  in e l e c t r i f y i n g  

Unalakleet a n d  S t o n y  R i v e r  t h r o u g h  r e n d e r i n g  finan c i a l  a n d  t e c h n i­

cal a s s i s t a n c e  to t h o s e  communities u n d e r  the d i r e c t i o n  a n d  control 

of REA; a n d  b e  lt

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that o t h e r  rural electric c o o p e r a t i v e s  in 
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A l a s k a  be u r g e d  to r e v i e w  and consider t h e  Matanuska p l a n  w i t h  

the object o f  applying the same through their o w n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to 

ot h e r  v i l l a g e s  ln their o w n  areas; and b e  lt

FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that REA Is urged t o  foster and s u p p o r t  the 

M a t a n u s k a  p l a n  through Its established electric c o o p e r a t i v e s  ln 

A l a s k a  ln a l l  oases w h e n e v e r  a n d  w h e r e v e r  the same Is f e a s i b l e  

a n d  p r a c t i c a b l e  within the framework of the Rural E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  

Administration; and b e  lt

FURTHER R E S O L V E D  that copies of t h i s  resolution be s e n t  to 

the Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson, President of the United States; 

the Honorable Orville L. Freeman, S e c r e t a r y  of Agriculture; the 

Honorable S t e w a r t  L. Udall, Secretary o f  the Interior; t h e  

Honorable N o r m a n  Clapp, Administrator, R u r a l  E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  

Administration; the Honorable Robert L. Bennett, Area D i r e ctor, 

B u r e a u  of I n d i a n  Affairs; and the m e m b e r s  of the Alaska D e l e g a t i o n  

ln Congress.
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