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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 2 / 6 5

R e f e r r e d :  Resources

N  T H E  S E N A T E B Y  S E NATOR B L O D O E T T  

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. H
f  M  1 V

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  THE S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A  

F O U R T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to f e d e r a l  a n d  state 

a c t i o n  r e g a rding p r e d a t o r  contro 

in r e i n d e e r  areas.

IE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  STATE O P  ALASKA:

WHEREAS, a  c o n f l i c t  e x i s t s  among c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  sportsmen, 

ind r e i n d e e r  h e r d e r s  r e g a r d i n g  p r e d a t o r  control i n  r e i n d e e r  graz- 

.ng areas of n o r t h w e s t e r n  A l a s k a ;  and

WHEREAS, t h e  d i s p u t e  o v e r  p r e d a t o r  control t h r e a t e n s  t o  

>bliterate the r e i n d e e r  industry; and

WHEREAS, the p r o b l e m  o f  the s u r v i v a l  of the r e i n d e e r  is 

:omplicated b y  the f a c t  that m i g r a t i n g  caribou o f t e n  t a k e  reindeer 

with t h e m  i n  t h e i r  m i g r a t i o n s  a n d  b o t h  species a r e  s u b j e c t  to the 

p redations o f  wolves; a n d

W H E REAS, lt a p p e a r s  to be feasible, praotlcal, a n d  l o gical 

bo k e e p  t h e  d o m e s t i c a t e d  r e i n d e e r  a n d  t h e  wild c a r i b o u  s e p a r a t e d  

by b u i l d i n g  a  f e n c e  f r o m  n e a r  the m o u t h  of the K o y u k  R i v e r  on the 

s outh coast o f  t h e  S e w a r d  P e n i nsula t o  n e a r  the m o u t h  o f  the 

B u o k l a n d  R i v e r  o n  t h e  n o r t h  coast of t h e  Seward P e n i n s u l a ,  thereby 

c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  r e i n d e e r  o n  t h e  S e w a r d  Peninsula r e l a t i v e l y  free 

f r o m  the p r e d a t o r y  w o l v e s  w h i c h  f o l l o w  the c a r i b o u  h e r d s ,  and 

p r e v e n t i n g  the r e i n d e e r  h e r d s  from straying w i t h  t h e  m i g r a t i n g  

c a r i b o u  herds; a n d

WHEREAS, u p o n  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of the fence s e p a r a t i n g  the 

r e i n d e e r  f r o m  the caribou, t h e  p r e d a t o r  control p r o g r a m  l n  the 

K o t z e b u e  a r e a  c a n  b e  s u s p e n d e d  until t h e  balance of n a t u r e  is 
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;aln realized;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that a Joint conference of state and f e d e r a l  

ime and wildlife a u t h o r i t i e s  be h e l d  on the predator control 

coblem ln consul t a t i o n  with reindeer herders, sportsmen groups, 

id game guides, a n d  that, pending the develo p m e n t  of a c o o r d i -  

ited program, the following a c t i o n  be t a k e n  b y  the appro p r i a t e  

genoles:

(1) T h e  protective fence suggested in this r e s o l u t i o n  

e installed a c r o s s  the S e ward Peninsula, u n d e r  the A c c e l e r a t e d  

ublic Works Program;

(2) T h e  state Depart m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  Oame continue its 

ontractual a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  the U. S. F i s h  a n d  Wildlife S e r v i c e  

o r  predator c o n t r o l  in a n d  adjacent to the reindeer g r a z i n g  

reas at St. Michael, Stebbins, Unalakleet, Kotzebue, a n d  the 

eward Peninsula;

(3) T h e  U. S. F i s h  a n d  Wildlife Service m a i n t a i n  a  p e r­

petual predator c o ntrol p r o g r a m  in the St. M i c h a e l - S t e b b i n s -  

fnalakleet area; a n d

(4) T h e  Department of Fish a n d  Oame, the U. S. F i s h  a n d  

fildlife Service, a n d  the reindeer herders be responsible for 

>redator control o n  the S e w a r d  Peninsula a n d  act only w h e n  the 

lumber of p r e d a t o r y  wolves increase in n u m b e r  sufficient to 

Jeopardize the reindeer; a n d  be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be d i r e c t e d  

bo the Honorable W i lliam A. Egan, Governor of Alaska; the H o n o r­

able Stewart L. Udall, S e c r e t a r y  of the Interior; the Honorable 

Phllleo Nash, U. S. Commissioner of Indian Affairs; t h e  Honorable 

Clarence F. Pautzke, Commissioner, Fish a n d  Wildlife Service; the 

Honorable W a l t e r  F. Kirkness, Commissioner, Department o f  F i s h  a n d
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Oame; and the members of the Alaska Delegation ln Congress.
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