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Introduced s 1/28/65
Referred: Judiciary

BY SENATORS P E R A T R O V I C H  
I N  THE S E N A T E  A N D  B L O D G E T T

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 4 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA 

F O U R T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P e t i t i o n i n g  Congress to propose an 

a m e n d m e n t  to the federal c o n s t i t u­

ti o n  to preserve the b i c a meral 

a s p e c t  of state legislatures.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  States S u p r e m e  Court has h e l d  that both 

houses o f  a b i c a m e r a l  state l e g i s l a t u r e  must be a p p o r t i o n e d  on 

the b a s i s  o f  p opulation; and

W H E R E A S  t h i s  h o l d i n g  n o w  m a k e s  it impossible to apportion 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  to reflect the d i v e r s e  a n d  conflicting interests 

within a  state; a n d

W H E R E A S  the d e c i s i o n  o f  the C o u r t  will enable h e a v i l y  p o p u l a­

ted a r e a s  to d o m i n a t e  state l e g i s l a t u r e s  and w i l l  lead to a virtua] 

loss o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in all o t h e r  areas of the state; and

W H E R E A S  in o r d e r  to prevent this complete d i s r u p t i o n  o f  the 

l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s  in the states, a n d  to preserve for each state 

the r i g h t  to b a l a n c e  its r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in the m a n n e r  best suited 

to i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  situation, it is essential that the Constitution 

of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  be a m ended to enable the state to apportion 

at l e a s t  one h o u s e  o f  its l e g i s l a t u r e  o n  factors o t h e r  than 

p opula t i o n ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the L e g i s l a t u r e  of the State o f  Alaska 

r e s p e c t f u l l y  u r g e s  the Congress o f  the U n i t e d  States to propose 

an a m e n d m e n t  i n  accordance w i t h  A r t i c l e  V  o f  the C o nstitution of 

the U n i t e d  States, adding to the Const i t u t i o n  an a r ticle allowing 
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a n y  state having a bicameral legislature to a p p o rtion the m e m b e r s h i p  

to one house of its legisl a t u r e  on factors o t h e r  than population; 

a n d  be it

F U R THER R E S OLVED that c opies of this resolution be sent to 

the Honorable Hubert H. Humphrey, Vice President of the United 

States a n d  President of the Senate; the Honorable Carl Hayden, 

President pro tempore of t h e  Senate; the Honorable John W.

McCormack, Speaker o f  the H o u s e  of Representatives; the Honorable 

E. L. Bartlett and the H o n o r a b l e  Ernest O m e n i n g ,  Senators from 

Alaska; and the Honorable R a l p h  J. Rivers, Congressman from 

Alaska; a n d  the presiding o f f icers o f  each h o u s e  of the l e gisla­

tures o f  the several states.
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