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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 2 2 / 6 6
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

B Y  T H E  RULES COMMITTEE B Y  R E QUEST 
IN T H E  SENATE OF THE LEGISLATIVE C O UNCIL

SENATE B I L L  NO. 323 

IN THE L E GISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A  

F O U R T H  LEGISLATURE - S ECOND SESSION 

A  B I L L

For a n  Act entitled: "An Act relating to revisions of the law on

legislative o p e r a t i o n  and services involving 

expenditures and expenditure controls; and 

p r o v i d i n g  for a n  effective date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  LEGISL A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e ction 1. A S  24.05 is a m e n d e d  b y  adding a new section to 

read:

Sec. 24.05.175- L E G I S L A T O R  ORIENTATION. On the a f t e r­

noo n  of the day before the first session of a  legislature 

convenes the legislative council shall hold a n  orient a t i o n  

session in the house chamber for new and returning members of 

the legislature. The council shall solicit the assistance of 

returning legislators a n d  representatives of the executive 

a n d  Judicial branches in developing and p r e s e n t i n g  the 

orient a t i o n  program. The p r o g r a m  m a y  include but n e e d  not be 

limited to a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  of the u n i f o r m  rules, legislative 

procedure, o r g a n i z a t i o n  and o p e r a t i o n  of the three branches 

of government, and a d m i n istrative matters. Members signing 

the orien t a t i o n  roll call are e n t itled to p e r  d i e m  for 

attendance at the o r i e n t a t i o n  session.

* Sec. 2. A S  2 4 . 0 5.210 is r e p ealed a n d  re-enacted to read:

Sec. 24.05.210. L E G I S L A T I V E  A P P R O P R I A T I O N S  A N D  

EXPENDITURES, (a) The estimate of the general operating 

expenses of the legislative b r a n c h  shall be included in the
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budget submitted to the finance committees by the legislative 

council w i t h  information copies to the governor at the time 

the executive budget is being prepared. The legislative audit 

committee shall follow the same procedure in p r e p a r i n g  the 

estimate of its expenses.

(b) Consistent w i t h  the constitutional separation of 

powers the money appropriated b y  law for the o p e r a t i o n  of the 

legislature and its agencies is disbursed on vouchers signed 

by bonded certifying officers of the legislature. This c e r t i­

fica t i o n  is the final requirement for payment or disbursement.

(c) The books a n d  records of the legislature shall be 

audited a n n ually by a  competent private firm selected b y  the 

legislative audit committee a n d  a copy of the audit report is 

to be sent to the governor. The books and records of a  fiscal 

nature are public records and subject to examin a t i o n  at a n y  

t i m e .

* Sec. 3. A S  24.10.040 is repealed and re-enacted to read:

Sec. 24.10.040. L E G A L  COUNSEL. The legislature m a y  

budget for the hiring of independent legal counsel to advise 

the m a j o r i t y  and m i n o r i t y  of each house o n  a contractual 

basis during legislative sessions. M o n e y  appropriated for 

this purpose shall be a pportioned equally b e t w e e n  the houses 

and b e t w e e n  the p a r t y  caucuses and the selection of each 

counsel is the sole responsibility of the m a j o r i t y  and 

m i n o r i t y  caucuses respectively. A  counsel is hired o n  a 

contractual basis, he must be a d m itted to practice law in 

Alaska, and is responsible to the m a j o r i t y  or m i n o r i t y  group 

appointing him. The m a j o r i t y  a n d  m i n o r i t y  leaders shall 

advise the legislative certifying officer in w r i t i n g  of the
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appointment and termination of legal counsel and countersign 

claims submitted by counsel f o r  payment for his services 

w i t h i n  the limit of m o n e y  made available for this contractual 

service.

* Sec. 4. AS 2 4 . 1 5 . 0 5 0  is repealed and re-enacted to read:

Sec. 24.15.050. T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  ALLOWANCE. (a) Each 

m e m b e r  of the legislature for the purpose of coming f r o m  his 

home and returning to his home f r o m  the capital for the 

purpose of attending a r e g u l a r  o r  special session is entitled 

to receive a s u m  of m o n e y  equal to the published air tariff 

for a round trip f r o m  h i s  home to the capital. In addition, 

for the purpose of coming to and returning f r o m  a session, 

each m e m b e r  Is entitled to an amount of m o n e y  equal to the 

cost of transporting 2 0 0  pounds of excess baggage by air frorr 

his home to the capital and return. The transportation and 

excess baggage allowances m a y  be paid in advance of a session 

to a m e m b e r  requesting it.

(b) E a c h  m e m b e r  of the legislature In attendance during 

a session is entitled to receive a state transportation r e­

quest f o r m  for a round trip f r o m  the capital to his home and 

return for each 30 calen d a r  days of a r e g u l a r  session in 

o r d e r  that he m a y  advise w i t h  his constituents on pending 

legislation. The t r a n sportation request f o r m  is issued to a 

m e m b e r  u p o n  his request, is Issued only for each 30 full days 

of the session, and must be u s e d  b y  the m e m b e r  w ithin 10 

days its issuance. A t r a n s portation request f o r m  issued 

u n d e r  this subsection m a y  be u s e d  o n l y  d uring the session in 

w h i c h  it was Issued.

(c) In addition to the session travel authorized by 
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(a) and (b) of this section, a m e m b e r  of an I n t e r i m  committee 

o r  a legislator a uthorized b y  the legislature o r  either house 

of the legislature to travel is entitled to the use of a 

state transportation request f o r m  issued to h i m  by a l e g i s­

lative certifying o f f i c e r  o r  h e  m a y  elect to make c l a i m  in 

advance for the equivalent of the published tariffs f o r  the 

authorized trip.

(d) F o r  each d a y  o r  fraction of a day of travel to and 

f r o m  sessions and for o t h e r  travel time required on official 

legislative business a m e m b e r  is entitled upon signing of a 

c l a i m  v o ucher to the r e gular legis l a t o r  p e r  diem.

(e) This section governs all travel and p e r  d i e m  for 

members of the legislature traveling on legislative business 

L egisl a t o r  travel and p e r  d i e m  authorized b y  this section 

are not governed b y  AS 39.20.180.

* Sec. 5. This Act takes effect July 1, 19 6 6.
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