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S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 91

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  STATE O P  ALASKA

F OURTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Act entitled: "An Act regarding reports by p h y s i c i a n s  and

o t h e r  persons of injuries to c h i l d r e n  

caused by a b u s e  or neglect."

B E  I T  ENACTED B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 1 1  is a m ended by adding a new c h a p t e r  to read: 

C H A P T E R  67. REPORTS AND RECORDS

Sec. 11.67.010. PERSONS WHO M A Y  REPORT. (a) A 

physician, resident, intern o r  nurse who, during t h e  examina­

tion or treatment o f  a child, has cause to b e l i e v e  that the 

child has s u f f e r e d  physical injury as a result o f  a b u s e  or 

neglect may r e p o r t  the injury in accordance w i t h  sec. 20 of 

this chapter.

(b) A s c h o o l  teacher o r  social worker who, w h i l e  acting 

in an official capacity, has cause to believe that a child 

has suffered i n j u r y  as a result of a buse or n e glect may 

report the i n j u r y  in accordance with sec. 20 of this chapter.

Sec. 11.67.020. REPORTS, (a) A n  oral r e p o r t  of the 

injury should b e  m a d e  to the nearest office of t h e  department, 

or, if a n  o f f i c e  of the department is not in the vicinity 

where t h e  i njury is discovered, an oral report s h o u l d  be m a d e  

to the nearest l a w  enforcement authority. In a r e a s  of the 

state where it is impractical to make a n  oral report, a 

S B  91 am -l-

ARTICLE 1. R E P O R T S  OF INJURIES TO CHILDREN C A U S E D

B Y  ABUSE O R  NEGLECT



ALASKA
STATE

LEGISLATURE

1 j w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e .

2 (b) O r a l  a n d  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  s h o u l d  c o n t a i n

3 (l) t h e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  of t h e  c h i l d  a n d  t h e

4 p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s ,  i f  k n o w n ;

5 (2 ) t h e  c h i l d ' s  a g e  a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  e x t e n t  o f

6 t h e  I n j u r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  p r e v i o u s  i n j u r i e s ;

7 (3 ) i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  m i g h t  a s s i s t  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g

8 I t h e  c a u s e  o f  i n j u r y  a n d  t h e  I d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  o r  p e r s o n s

9 r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i n j u r y .

10 S e c .  1 1 . 6 7 . 0 3 0 .  D I S T R I B U T I O N  O P  R E P O R T S .  T h e  l a w  e n -

1 1  I f o r c e m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  r e c e i v i n g  a  r e p o r t  o f  i n j u r y  s h a l l

12 i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r w a r d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a n  o r a l

13 ! r e p o r t  o r  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  o f f i c e

14 II o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

15 S e c .  1 1 . 6 7 .040. A C T I O N  O N  R E P O R T S .  U p o n  r e c e i p t  o f  a

16 j r e p o r t  o f  i n j u r y ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  a n d  t a k e

17 s u c h  a c t i o n ,  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  l a w ,  as m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o

18 j p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  i n j u r y  t o  t h e  c h i l d  o r  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  p r o p e r

19 j c a r e  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i l d .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  f o r -

20 | w a r d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m a d e  p u r s u a n t  t o  a

21 r e p o r t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  o f  t h e  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  t h e

22 i n j u r y  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d .

23 S e c .  l l . 6 7 .O5O. I M M U N I T Y .  A p e r s o n  w h o  i n  g o o d  f a i t h

24' c o m p l i e s  w i t h  sec. 1 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o r  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n

25 I J u d i c i a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  r e p o r t s

26 I p e r m i t t e d  b y  sec. 20 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  is i m m u n e  f r o m  a n y

27 c i v i l  o r  c r i m i n a l  l i a b i l i t y  w h i c h  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  b e  i n c u r r e d

28 o r  i m p o s e d .

29 S e c .  1 1 .6 7 .0 6 0 . E V I D E N C E  N O T  P R I V I L E G E D .  N e i t h e r  t h e
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p h y s i c i a n - p a t i e n t  nor t h e  h u s b a n d - w i f e  p r i v i l e g e  shall be a 

gr o u n d  for e x c l u d i n g  e v i d e n c e  r e g a rding a  c h ild's injury, o r  

its cause, in a n y  j u d i c i a l  p r o c e e d i n g  r e s u l t i n g  from a r eport 

made p u r s u a n t  t o  this chapter.

Sec. 11.67. 0 7 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In secs. 10 - 60 of this 

c h a p t e r

(1) "abuse" m e a n s  the wilful i n f l i c t i o n  of physical 

i njury upon t h e  b o d y  o f  a child;

(2) "child" m e a n s  a p e rson u n d e r  16 years of age;
(3) "department" m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of Health 

and Welfare;

(4) "law e n f o r c e m e n t  authority" m e a n s  the state 

p o l i c e  or the p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  of a p o l i t i c a l  subdivision 

of t h e  state;

(5 ) "neglect" m e a n s  the w i l f u l  f a i l u r e  to p r o v i d e  

n e c e s s a r y  food, care, clothing, shelter, o r  m e d i c a l  a t t e ntion 

for t h e  child;

(6) "nurse" m e a n s  a person l i c e n s e d  to practice 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  p r a c tical n u r s i n g  in this state or the U nited 

S t a t e s  Public H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  a s s igned to d u t y  w i t h i n  the 

state;

(7) "Physician" m e a n s  a d o c t o r  o f  m e d i c i n e  or 

chiropractic l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  in t h e  s t a t e  or employed by 

the U nited S t a t e s  Public H e a l t h  Service a n d  a s s i g n e d  to duty 

w i t h i n  the state.
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