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Introduced: 2/9/65
Referred: Judiciary

N  THE SENATE SENATORS PETER A N D  B E G I C H

SENATE B I L L  NO. 91 

IN THE LEOIS L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA 

FOURTH LEOISLATURE - F I R S T  SESSION 

A  BILL

for an Act entitled: "An Act regarding reports b y  physicians and

other persons of injuries to children 

caused b y  abuse o r  neglect."

3E IT ENACTED BY T H E  LEOISLATURE OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* Section i. AS 1 1  Is amended by a d d i n g  a new c h a p t e r  to read: 

C H APTER 67. REPORTS A N D  RECORDS 

ARTICLE 1. REPORTS O F  INJURIES T O  CHILDREN CAUSED 

B Y  J^BUSE O R  N E O L E C T  

Sec. 11.67.010. PERSONS WHO M A Y  REPORT, (a) A 

physician, resident, Intern or n u r s e  who, d u r i n g  the examina­

tion or treatment of a child, has cause to b e l i e v e  that the 

child has suffered physical injury a s  a result o f  abuse or 

neglect may report the injury in accordance w i t h  sec. 2 0  of 

this chapter. If a physician, resident, i ntern or nurse 

observes such injury to a child w h i l e  performing duties as a

member of a hospital staff, the i n j u r y  shall be brought to

the attention of the appropriate hospital official who shall 

report the injury in accordance w i t h  sec. 2 0  of this chapter.

(b) A school teacher or s o c i a l  worker who, while a cting 

in an official capacity, has cause to believe that a child 

ha s  suffered injury as a result o f  abuse or neglect may 

report the injury in accordance w i t h  sec. 2 0  of this chapter.

Sec, 11.67.020. REPORTS, (a) An oral report of the

injury should be made Immediately t o  the n e arest office of
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t h e  department, or, if a n  office o f  the d e p a r t m e n t  is n o t  i n  

t h e  vicinity w h e r e  the injury is d i scovered, an oral r e p o r t  

s h o u l d  be made to the n e a r e s t  law e n f o r c e m e n t  authority. A n  

o r a l  report s h o u l d  be c o n f i r m e d  b y  a  w r i t t e n  report as s o o n  

a s  possible thereafter. In areas o f  the s t a t e  w h e r e  it is 

i m p r a c t i c a l  to m a k e  an oral report, a w r i t t e n  report s h o u l d  

b e  made immediately.

(b) Oral a n d  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  should c o ntain

(1 ) t h e  names and a d d r e s s e s  of the child a n d  the 

p a r e n t s  o r  guardians, if known;

th e  cause of i n j u r y  a n d  the i d e n t i t y  of t h e  p e r s o n  o r  p e r s o n s  

responsible f o r  the injury.

Sec. 11.67.030. D I S T R I B U T I O N  OP REPORTS. The l a w  e n­

for c ement a u t h o r i t y  r e c e iving a  report o f  injury shall 

Immediately f o r w a r d  the i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  in a n  oral 

report, and a c o p y  of the w r i t t e n  report, to the n e a r e s t  

office of the department.

Seo. 11.67.040. A C T I O N  O N  REPORTS. Upon r e c e i p t  o f  a  

report of injury, the d e p a r t m e n t  shall invest i g a t e  a n d  t a k e  

such action, as p r e s c r i b e d  b y  law, as m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  

prevent f u r t h e r  injury to the c h i l d  o r  t o  insure the p r o p e r  

care and p r o t e c t i o n  of the c h i l d .  Ihe d e p a r t m e n t  shall f o r­

wa r d  the r e s u l t s  of a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m a d e  p u r s u a n t  t o  a  

report to the d i s trict a t t o r n e y  of the a r e a  in w h i c h  the 

injury w a s  discovered.

Seo. l l .6 7 .050. IMMUNITY. A p e r s o n  w h o  in g o o d  f a i t h

(2 ) the c h ild's age a n d  the n a t u r e  and e x t e n t  o f  

t h e  injury, I n c l u d i n g  evidence o f  p r e v i o u s  injuries;

(3 ) i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  m i g h t  a s s i s t  in d e t e r m i n i n g
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complies w i t h  sec. 1 0  of this chapter, or p a r t i c i p a t e s  in 

judicial p r o c e e d i n g s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  the s u b m i s s i o n  of reports 

p e r m i t t e d  b y  sec. 2 0  of this chapter, is immune f r o m  any 

civil o r  c r i m i n a l  l i a b i l i t y  w h i c h  might otherwise be incurred 

o r  imposed.

Sec. 11.67.060. E V I D E N C E  N O T  PRIVILEGED. N e i t h e r  the 

p h y s i c i a n - p a t i e n t  n o r  the h u s b a n d - w i f e  p r i v i l e g e  shall be a 

ground f o r  e x c l u d i n g  e v i dence r e g a r d i n g  a  child's injury, or 

its cause, in a n y  judicial p r o c e e d i n g  r e s u lting f r o m  a  report 

made p u r s u a n t  to this chapter.

Sec. ll.6 7 .O7 0 . D E F I N I T I O N S .  In secs. 1 0  - 6 0  of this 

c h apter

(1) "abuse" m e a n s  t h e  wilful i n f l i c t i o n  o f  u n­

jus t i f i a b l e  p h y s i c a l  i njury u p o n  the b o d y  of a child;

(2) "child" m e a n s  a  p e r s o n  u n d e r  16 y e a r s  of age;

(3) "department" m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  

and W e l f a r e ;

(4) "law e n f o r c e m e n t  authority" means the state 

police o r  the p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  of a p o l i t i c a l  s ubdivision 

of the state;

(5) "neglect" m e a n s  the w ilful failure to provide 

n e c e s s a r y  food, care, clothing, shelter, o r  medical a t t e ntion 

for t h e  child;

(6) "nurse" m e a n s  a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  to practice 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s i n g  in this state o r  a n  o f f i c e r  

in t h e  r e g u l a r  n u r s i n g  s e r v i c e  o f  the a r m e d  forces of the 

U n i t e d  States o r  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Publio Health Service 

a s s i g n e d  to d u t y  w i t h i n  the state;

(7) "physician" m e a n s  a d o c t o r  of medicine licensed!



to practice m e d icine in the state or an officer in the regu­

l a r  medloal service of the armed forces of the United States 

o r  the U n i t e d  States Publio H e a l t h  Servioe assigned t o  duty 

w i t h i n  the state.


