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Introduced: 2/6/65
Referred: State Affairs

B Y  SENATORS HOPSO] 
I N  T H E  SENATE 1 F OSTER A N D  WALSH

SENATE B I L L  NO. 86 

IN THE L E OISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA 

F OURTH LEGISLATURE - F I R S T  SESSION 

A B I L L

For an Act entitled: "An Act c r e a t i n g  an Aboriginal Claims C o m­

mission; p r e s c r i b i n g  its functions and 

duties; and p r o v i d i n g  for a n  effective 

d a t e ."

B E  I T  ENACTED B Y  THE LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 4 4 . 1 9  is amended b y  adding a new article to 

read:

A R T I C L E  7. ABORIGINAL C L AIMS COMMISSION.

Sec. 44.19.50(\/ CREATION. There is created in the 

office of the governor a State Aboriginal Claims Commission.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 1 0 . ^  C O M P O S I T I O N  AND APPOINTMENT. The c o m­

mission consists of 16 commissioners appointed by the 

governor. E a c h  commissioner shall be a resident of the state 

and b e  o f  at least one-half A l a s k a n  aboriginal heritage.

The g o v e r n o r  shall, without reference to political a f f i l i a­

tion, make the broadest p o s s i b l e  geographical distribution 

of c o m m i s s i o n  memberships in m a k i n g  his appointments.

Sec. 44.19.520( CHAIRMAN. The commission shall elect 

one of its members as chairman.

Sec. 44.19.530. SECRETARY. The secretary of state 

serves as secretary and a d v i s o r  to the commission.

Sec. 4 4 .1 9 .5 4 0 ; MEETINGS. The commission shall meet 

at least once a year and m a y  hold special meetings.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 5 5 0 J  COMPENSATION. Members of the
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c o m m i s s i o n  are e n t i t l e d  to per d i e m  a n d  travel a l l o w a n c e s  

a u t h o r i z e d  for s t a t e  b o a r d s  and commissions.

S e c .  4 4 . 1 9 . 5 6 g >^ U R P O S E  OF C O MMISSION. I t  is the 

p u r p o s e  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  to meet a n d  explore, examine, a n d  

r e p o r t  o n  the l e g i t i m a t e  claims of t h e  aborig i n a l  citizens 

of the s t a t e  r e g a r d i n g  land and o t h e r  subjects f o r  w h i c h  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  may b e  c l a i m e d  f r o m  the state or t h e  federal

g o v e r n m e n t .  It is the I ntent of the l e g i s l a t u r e  that t h e

c o m m i s s i o n  will s e r v e  the Interests o f  all c i t i z e n s  of A l a s k a  

and p a r t i c u l a r l y  the N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  in m a k i n g  known t o  

the g o v e r n o r ,  t h e  legislature, and t h e  federal g o v e r n m e n t  

t h o s e  c l a i m s  w h i c h  are v a l i d  and f o r  w h i c h  m o n e t a r y  and

ot h e r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  c a n  and should b e  made.

S e c .  4 4 . 1 9 . 5 7 oT" CLAIMS A N D  COMPLAINTS. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  

is a u t h o r i z e d  t o  solicit and r e c e i v e  Information, testimony, 

and d o c u m e n t a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a b o r i g i n a l  claims a n d  to r e p o r t  

f i n d i n g s  and r e c o m m e n d  a c tion r e g a r d i n g  claims and c o m p l a i n t s  

ln  a n  annual r e p o r t  to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  the l e g i s l a t u r e .  *

The s e c r e t a r y  o f  state, at the d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  commission, 

shall p u b l i s h  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  the a n n u a l  or a n y  special 

r e p o r t  of the commission.

* Sec. 2. This A c t  takes effect o n  J u l y  1, 1 9 6 5 .
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