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Original Sponsors: Senators
Kilcher and Begioh

IN THE SENATE

Offered: 4/3/65
Referred: Rules

BY THE HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

HOUSE CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 80

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTH LEOISLATURE

- FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Aot relating to land preference rights

to persons for agricultural purposes.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TOE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 38.05 is amended by adding a new section to

read:

Sec. 38.05.069. PREFERENCE TO PERSONS FOR AGRICULTURAL

PURPOSES, (a) If the director determines that the highest

and best use of unoccupied

land is for agricultural purposes,

he shall grant to an Alaskan resident owning and using or

leasing and using land for agricultural purposes a 60-day

first option from the date such land beoomes available to the

public or 90 days from the effective date of this section,

whichever 1is later, to purchase or lease unoccupied land

situated adjacent to or 1in the approximate vicinity of his

presently held land; provided the aggregate number of acres

owned and acquired under the option shall not exceed 640

acres; and further provided that the land aoquired under the

provisions of this section

is used for agricultural purposes

for at least one year following purchase.

(b) IT more than one person

option under (a) of this seotion, the director shall deter—

mine priority by granting precedence Tfirst to the person who

demonstrates the greatest need for the unocoupled land In

order to establish an economic unit and, secondly, to the
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eligible person who occupies land that is most readily
accessible to the unoccupied land to be sold or leased. In
the event that two or more persons have approximately equal
qualifications for priority under this section, the director
shall grant priority to that person who is a veteran. If
more than one person is approximately equally well qualified
under this section, the director may determine priority by
lot.

(c) Die director shall dispose of the lands under this
seotion at their fair appraised market value and shall adopt
such regulations as are necessary to ensure that land sold or
leased under this section is for bona fide agricultural pur—
poses and not for speculation.

(d) When not In oonfllot with this section, other pro—
visions of secs. 45 - 105 of this ohapter apply to disposals
under this section.

(e) For the purposes of this seotion,

(1) ragricultural purposes”™ Includes farming,
ranohlng, grazing, and storage or control of agricultural
orops or llvestookj

(2) Tapproximate vicinity" includes an area In
which the land does not have a common boundary to presently

held land or In whloh the land 1is physically separated from

presently held land by any type of barrier.
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