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Ori g i n a l  S p o n s o r s :  S e n a t o r s  O f f e r e d :  4 / 3 / 6 5
K i l c h e r  a n d  B e g i o h  R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

IN THE S E N A T E  B Y  THE H O U S E  RESOURCES COMMITTEE

HOUSE CS F O R  SENATE B I L L  NO. 80 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA 

F OURTH L E O I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

A  BILL

For a n  Act entitled: "An Aot relating to land preference rights

to p e r s o n s  for agricultural purposes."

BE I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T O E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 38.05 is amended b y  adding a new section to 

read:

Sec. 38.05.069. PREFERENCE TO PERSONS F O R  AGRICULTURAL 

PURPOSES, (a) If the director determines that the highest 

and b e s t  use of u n o c c u p i e d  land is for agricultural purposes, 

he shall grant to an A l a s k a n  resident owning and using or 

l e a s i n g  and using land for agricultural purposes a 60-day 

first o p t i o n  f r o m  the d a t e  such land beoomes available to the 

public or 90 days f r o m  the effective date of this section, 

w h i c h e v e r  is later, t o  purchase or lease unoccupied land 

s i t u a t e d  adjacent to or in the approximate vicinity of his 

p r e s e n t l y  held land; provided the aggregate number of acres 

owned a n d  acquired u n d e r  the o p t i o n  shall not exceed 640 

acres; and further provi d e d  that the land aoquired under the 

p r o v i s i o n s  of this s e c t i o n  is u s e d  for agricultural purposes 

for a t  least one y e a r  following purchase.

(b) If more t h a n  one person is eligible for a first 

o p t i o n  under (a) of this seotion, the director shall d e t e r­

mine p r i o r i t y  by g r a n t i n g  precedence first to the person w h o  

demons t r a t e s  the g r e a t e s t  need for the unocoupled land l n  

o r d e r  to establish a n  economic unit and, secondly, to the 
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eligible p e r s o n  w h o  occupies land that is m o s t  readily 

accessible t o  the unoccupied l a n d  to be sold or leased. In 

the event that two or more p e r s o n s  have approx i m a t e l y  equal 

qualifications for priority u n d e r  this section, the director 

shall grant p r i o r i t y  to that p e r s o n  who is a  veteran. If 

more than one p e r s o n  is a p p r o x i m a t e l y  equally well qualified 

under this section, the director m a y  determine p r i o r i t y  by 

lot.

(c) Die d i r e c t o r  shall d i s p o s e  of the lands u n d e r  this 

seotion at t h e i r  fair appraised m a r k e t  value and shall adopt 

such regulations as are n e c e s s a r y  to ensure that land sold o r  

leased u n d e r  this section is f o r  b o n a  fide agricultural p u r­

poses and n o t  for speculation.

(d) W h e n  not ln oonfllot w i t h  this section, o t h e r  p r o­

visions of secs. 45 - 105 of t h i s  ohapter a p p l y  to disposals 

under this section.

(e) F o r  the purposes of t h i s  seotion,

(1) "agricultural p u r p o s e s "  Includes farming, 

ranohlng, grazing, and storage o r  control o f  agricultural 

orops or llvestookj

(2) "approximate v i c i n i t y "  includes an a r e a  ln 

which the l a n d  does not have a  c o m m o n  b o u n d a r y  to presently 

held land o r  l n  w h l o h  the land is physically separated f r o m  

presently h e l d  land b y  any type of barrier.
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