
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

BY THE RULES C O M M I T T E E  B Y  R E Q U E S T
:N T H E  SENATE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 1 5  

I N  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

FOURTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION 

A BILL

for a n  Act entitled: "An Act relating to the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the

mental competency of a p e r s o n  accused of a 

c r i m e ."

3E I T  E N A CTED B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 1 2 . 4 5 . 1 1 0  is amended to read:

Sec. 12.45.110.'/ COMMIT M E N T  ON FINDING O F  INSANITY. (fO 

When the trial court determines, in accordance with sec. 100 

of this chapter, that a n  accused is or was s o  mentally i n c o m­

petent that he is u n a b l e  to understand the p r oceedings agains 

him or properly to assist in his own defense, the court may 

commit the accused to the custody of the commis s i o n e r  of 

health and welfare or his authorized representative u n t i l  the 

accused is mentally competent to stand trial, or u ntil the 

p e n d i n g  charges a g a i n s t  him are disposed o f  according to law.

(b) The c o m m i t t i n g  court shall periodically inquire 

about the mental condition of a n  accused p e r s o n  who is c o m­

mitted under (a) of this section.

* Sec. 2. AS 12.45 is amended b y  adding a n e w  Bection to read:

Sec. 1 2 . 4 5 . 1 1 5 DETERMINATION OF S A N I T Y  AFTER RELEASE 

FR O M  COMMITMENT, (a) When, I n  the medical Judgment of the 

c ustodian of a n  accused person committed u n d e r  seo. 110(a) 

of this chapter, the accused Is considered to be m e n tally 

competent to stand trial, the committing c o u r t  shall hold a 

hearing, after due notice, as soon as conveniently possible 
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a f t e r  r e l e a s e  of t h e  a c c u s e d  f r o m  custody. At t h e  hearing, 

e v i d e n c e  as to t h e  m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  a o oused m a y  b e  

submitted, I n c l u d i n g  r e p o r t s  b y  the o u s t o d l a n  to w h o m  the 

a o o u s e d  was o o m m l t t e d  f o r  care.

(b) If a t  the h e a r i n g  the c o u r t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  the 

a c c u s e d  Is p r e s e n t l y  s a n e  or m e n t a l l y  c o m p e t e n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

the n a t u r e  of t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  a g a i n s t  h i m  o r  to a s s i s t  ln 

h i s  o w n  defense, a p p r o p r i a t e  c r i m i n a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  shall b e  

c o m m e n c e d  a g ainst the accused.

(o) If at the h e a r i n g  the c o u r t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  the 

a c c u s e d  Is still p r e s e n t l y  I n s a n e  o r  m e n t a l l y  lnoompetent, 

the c o u r t  shall r e c o m m i t  t h e  a c c u s e d  as p r o v i d e d  l n  seo. 

1 1 0 ( a )  of this c h a p t e r .

(d) A f i n d i n g  b y  t h e  c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  a c c u s e d  Is m e n t a l l y  

c o m p e t e n t  to s t a n d  t r i a l  l n  n o  w a y  p r e j u d i c e s  t h e  a c c u s e d  l n  

a p l e a  of i n s a n i t y  as a  d e f e n s e  t o  t h e  orlme c h a r g e d . This 

f i n d i n g  may n o t  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  l n  e v i d e n c e  o n  t h a t  Issue o r  

o t h e r w i s e  be b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  n o t l o e  o f  the jury.

S B  15 -2-

O Q I*
L


