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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 1 1 / 6 5
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

T H E  H O U S E B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

HOUSE JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 44 

IN T H E  L E OISLATURE OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T H  L EGISLATURE - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  t o  the l i m i t a t i o n  o f  

f i s h i n g  gear.

BE  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE LEGISL A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

WHEREAS i t  is n e c e s s a r y  to e x e r c i s e  t h e  p o l i c e  powers o f  the 

state for the p r o t e c t i o n  of the w e l f a r e  a n d  e c o nomic good o f  the 

commercial s a l m o n  indus t r y  and the p e o p l e  o f  the state; a n d

WHEREAS t h e  system o f  an o p e n  s a l m o n  f i shery w h erein a n y  

n u m b e r  of g e a r  units m a y  be fished w i t h o u t  restriction, h a s  causec 

a dangerous a n d  excessive pressure o n  t h e  state's c o m m e r c i a l l y  

v a l u a b l e  a n d  r e d u c e d  commercial s a l m o n  resource; a n d

WHEREAS t h e  system of open a n d  u n r e s t r i c t e d  entry o f  g e a r  

into the f i s h e r y  has c a u s e d  the n e e d  f o r  s t r i ngent r e g u l a t i o n s  

w h i c h  have i n  turn r e d u c e d  the e f f i c i e n c y  of indivi d u a l  g e a r  unite 

w h i l e  the t o t a l  number o f  units h a s  increased; a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  salmon resource h a s  s h o w n  a c y c l i c  e f fect but is 

at a r e d u c e d  level o f  abundance w h i l e  t h e  total n umber o f  g e a r  

u n i t s  c o n s t a n t l y  increases without r e g a r d  to t h e  number o f  salmon 

a v a i lable i n  the resource; and

W H E R E A S  the competition a m o n g  f i s h e r m e n  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  from 

t h e  s ystem o f  open f i shery is e x t r e m e l y  wasteful, is r e d u c i n g  the 

value of t h e  salmon resource as a s o u r c e  o f  t a x  revenue t o  the 

Btate, h a v e  u n d e s i r a b l e  social a n d  e c o n o m i c  e f f e c t s  on t h e  people 

o f  the s t a t e  and p r e v e n t  proper m a n a g e m e n t  of t h e  salmon fisher­

ies; and

W H E R E A S  the s a l m o n  resources o f  W e s t e r n  A l a s k a  are n o w  subje< 
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;o e x p l o i t a t i o n  on the h i g h  seas by f i s h e r m e n  of a n o t h e r  n a t i o n  

ising highly e f f i cient g e a r  u n d e r  a n  e x t r e m e l y  lenient regulatory 

regime, causing the a f o r e s a i d  ill e f f e c t s  of the open fishery 

3y s t e m  to be i n t e n s i f i e d  i n  the territorial w a t e r s  of W e s t e r n  

Alaska;

B E  IT R E S OLVED t h a t  the Alaska B o a r d  of F i s h  and Game is 

iirected to undertake a  s t u d y  to determine the m a x i m u m  amount of 

Fishing g e a r  which s h o u l d  b e  p e r m i t t e d  f o r  f i s h i n g  in the various 

3almon g e a r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a r e a s  of t h i s  state and to limit, b y  

regulation, the amount of g e a r  w h i c h  m a y  be u s e d  b y  individual 

fishermen o r  vessels i n  a n y  g e a r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  area where c o n s e r­

vation of the salmon r e s o u r c e  requires such regulation; and be it

FU R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the A l a s k a  B o a r d  of Fish and Game, w i t h  

the assistance of the D e p a r t m e n t  of Law, is d i r ected to study 

m eans and m e thods of l i m i t i n g  the n u m b e r  of units of commercial 

f i s hing g e a r  in s a l m o n  g e a r  regist r a t i o n  areas and to submit its 

r ecommendations f o r  a n y  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendments or suggested 

l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  may, in its opinion, be required to authorize 

limit a t i o n  of the n u m b e r  o f  units of commercial f i shing g e a r  in 

s a l m o n  g e a r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  areas to the L e gislative Council b y  

S e p t e m b e r  1, 1965, f o r  its review and recommendations and s u b­

sequent referral to the L egislature b y  January, 1966 f o r  Its 
consideration.

ATTEST:
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