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Introduced: 3/5/65
Referred: Commerce

THE HOUSE
B Y  MESSRS. ORBECK, JACKSON, 
L E F E V R E  A N D  MCCOMBE

H O U S E  J OINT RESOLUTION NO. 42 

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OP THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA 

F O U R T H  LEGISLATURE - F I R S T  SESSION

R elating to the elimination of 

federal excise tax on telephone 

calls to and f r o m  Alaska.

B E  IT R E S OLVED B Y  T H E  LEGISLATURE OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the present excise tax on telephone calls was 

enacted as a w a r - t i m e  measure over 20 y e a r s  ago; and

W H E R E A S  P r e s ident J o h n s o n  has i n d i cated that a reduction in 

existing federal excise and other taxes amounting to 1.5 billion 

dollars will be p a r t  of the new budget program; and

W H E R E A S  the specific excise taxes w h i c h  will be eliminated 

o r  reduced in o r d e r  to give this relief to the taxpayers have not 

b e e n  determined; and

W H E R E A S  it Is considered that e xcise taxes on necessities, 

such as telephone service, should be e l i m i n a t e d  or reduced before 

taxes o n  luxury commodities; and

W H E R E A S  the rates and charges f o r  telephone service between 

Alaska and the continental United States have, f o r  years, b e e n  

d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  high a n d  Alaska has not benefited from the 

general reductions in Interstate telephone rates made in recent 

years;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the President of the U nited States i3 

respectfully u r g e d  to propose to Congress that the excise tax 

on telephone c a l l s  between the continental United States and 

Alaska and Hawaii, which are still classified as overseas calls, 

be eliminated as part of the overall p l a n  to reduce federal 
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1 excise taxes, and be It

2 F U R T H E R  RESOLVED that c o p i e s  of this r esolution be sent to

3 the Honorable Harry Flood Byrd, Chairman, Senate Finance Committee

4 the Honorable W i l b u r  Mills, Chairman, House Ways a n d  Means

5 Committee; the Honorable D o uglas Dillion, Secretary of the

6 Treasury; the Honorable Kermit Gordon, Director, B u r e a u  of the

Budget; the Honorable Eugene M. Zuckert, Secretary of the A i r  

Force; M a j o r  General James C. Jensen, Commander, A l a s k a n  A i r  

Command; and the Honorable E. L. Bartlett a n d  the Honorable 

Ernest Oruening, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable R a l p h  J. Rivers, 

U.S. Representative, members of the A l aska d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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