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I n t r o d u c  e d : 2/9 /6 5  
R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

IN T H E  H O U S E B Y  A L L  M E M B E R S  OF T H E  H O U S E

H O U S E  JOINT R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 1 8  

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  A L ASKA 

FOURTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P r o t e s t i n g  the c r i p pling of the 

p r o g r a m  of the U.S. B ureau of Mines 

in Alaska.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the D e p a r t m e n t  of the Interior h a s  announced a 

d e c i s i o n  t o  all but e l i m i n a t e  the opera t i o n  o f  its B u r e a u  of 

Mines in Alaska; and

W H E R E A S  the d e c i s i o n  involves the r e d u c t i o n  of the work 

force in A l a s k a  from 2 6  to six persons and t h e  elimination of its 

t w o - m a n  s a f e t y  force i n  Anchorage; a n d

W H E R E A S  it is w e l l  established that w h a t  Alaska needs is 

more and n o t  less r e s o u r c e  d e velopment and s a f e t y  support f r o m  

the B u r e a u  of Mines; a n d

W H E R E A S  the p h y s i c a l  inves t i g a t i o n  of m i n e r a l  deposits in 

A l a s k a  is a bnormally c ostly a n d  what little progress has b e e n  

made to exploit the vast m i neral p o t e n t i a l  o f  the state has b e e n  

due to t h e  modest p r o g r a m  of the Bureau of M i n e s  in Alaska; a n d  

W H E R E A S  the i n c r e a s i n g  interest and a c t i v i t y  in hard rock 

mi n i n g  i n  Alaska r e q u i r e  that the i n v e s t i g a t o r y  and s afety p r o­

gra m  of t h e  Bureau o f  Mines in A l a s k a  be e x p a n d e d  r ather t h a n  

diminished;

BE  IT RESOLVED that the Legislature o f  the State of A l a s k a  

most e a r n e s t l y  p r o t e s t s  the plans of the Depart m e n t  o f  the 

Interior t o  e s sentially eliminate the i n v e stigatory a n d  safety 

programs o f  the B u r e a u  of Mines in A l aska a n d  u r g e n t l y  requests 
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the Secretary of the Interior t o  cancel those plans and re-examine 

the desperate need for a n  expansion of the program of the Bureau 

of Mines in Alaska; a n d  be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be d i r e c t e d  

to the Honorable Stewart L. Udall, Secretary of the Interior; 

the Honorable Frank C. Memmott, Acting Director of the B u r e a u  of 

Mines; and the members of the A l a s k a  delegation in Congress.
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