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IN T H E  HOUSE B Y  T H E  RESOURCES COMMITTEE
i

H OUSE B I L L  NO. 443 

IN THE L E OISLATURE OP T H E  STATE O P  A L A S K A  

F O U R T H  L EGISLATURE - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L  •

F o r  a n  Act entitled: "An Act requi r i n g  n o n r e s i d e n t  bear hunters

to be a c c o m p a n i e d  by l i c e n s e d  guides."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  LEOISLATURE O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. (a) On the basis of Information s u b m i t t e d  to the

Legislature by the A l a s k a  B o a r d  of P i s h  a n d  Game, the Legislature 

finds that

(1) n o n r e s i d e n t  hunters, because of their u n f amiliarity 

w i t h  h u n t i n g  conditions a n d  the species of b e a r  in the state, 

have k illed or injured large numbers of immature b e a r  and have 

k i l l e d  m o t h e r  bears w i t h  cubs in violation of the regulations of 

the board;

(2) these h u n ting practices of n o n r e s i d e n t  hunters 

are a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t i n g  the game m a n a g e m e n t  programs e s t a b l i s h e d  

for those types of b e a r  h u n t e d  as trophy animals;

(3) nonresidents are u s u a l l y  reluctant to follow bears 

w h i c h  they injure into the b r u s h  a n d  bears in this condition pose 

a great danger to the public; and

(4) m a n y  n o nresident hunters w h o  come to the state to 

h u n t  bear are injured or lost as a result of their u n f a m i l i a r i t y  

w i t h  the A l a s k a  terrain.

(b) Since e x i sting penalties to protect our b e a r  popula t i o n  

fr o m  indiscriminate or illegal h u n t i n g  can only be e n f o r c e d  after 

damage has been done, the Legislature determines that the p r o p e r  

m a n a g e m e n t  of the state's valuable b e a r  resource, as well as the 
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safety of the general public, d emand that It be r e q u i r e d  that 

nonresident hunters be accompanied b y  licensed professional guides 

while hunting or taking any species of b e a r  in this state.

* Sec. 2. AS 16.05 is amended b y  adding a  new section to read:

Sec. l6.05.405. NONRES I D E N T S  HUNTING B E A R  M U S T  BE 

ACCOM P A N I E D  B Y  GUIDES, (a) It is unlawful for a nonresident 

to hunt or take any species of bear in this state u nless 

personally accompanied by a p e r s o n  who is licensed as a 

m a s t e r  guide, guide or assistant guide b y  the department.

(b) The r equirement in (a) of this s e ction shall be 

c onstrued to m e a n  that each nonresident in a hunting party 

containing one or more nonresidents must be accomp a n i e d  by 

a licensed m aster guide, guide or assistant guide working 

u n d e r  the direct supervision of a m aster guide or g u i d e .

(c) A nonresident who v i o lates (a) of this section is 

g uilty of a m i s d e m e a n o r  and u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is punishable 

by imprisonment for not more than one year, or b y  a fine of 

not more than $2,500, or by both.
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