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Introduced: *1/7/65
Referred: L o c a l
Government, J u d i cialy 
and Finance

T H E  HOUSE BY  MR. K E N D A L L

HOUSE BILL NO. 283 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For a n  Act entitled: "An Act relating to the governing of the

unorganized borough."

BE IT ENACTED BY T H E  LEOISLATURE OF THE S T A T E  OF A I A S K A :

* Section 1. A S  07.05 is amended by a d d i n g  new sections to 

r e a d : s '

Sec. 07.QF>C&2l. AUTHORITY, (a) The u n o r g a n i z e d  borough 

is vested w i t h  the powers and privileges granted f i r s t  class 

boroughs under this title, with the exception of e s t a b l i s h­

ing, m aintaining and operating a s y s t e m  of public schools.

A l l  powers a n d  privileges are exercised at the o p t i o n  of the 

b o rough assembly and in the manner of a first class borough, 

except as provided otherwise in this chapter.

(b) Areawide powers and powers in the area o u tside 

cities granted organized boroughs u n d e r  this title m a y  be 

exercised by the assembly of the unorganized b o r o u g h  only in 

service areas established, operated, altered o r  a b o l i s h e d  ejjjH 

provided for organized boroughs u n d e r  A S  07.15*050.

(c) A  home rule or general law city which is included 

within a service area established b y  the a s s embly m a y  not 

exercise a n y  power which is exercised by the a s s e m b l y  within 

the service area. However, unless the assembly p r o v i d e s  

otherwise, boards of equalization, boards of adjustment, and 

planning, platting and zoning commissions continue t o  exer­

cise their functions u p o n  establishment of a  service area and
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m a y  b e  g r a n t e d  a d d i t i o n a l  territ o r i a l  J u r i s d i c t i o n  b y  the 

assembly.

Sec. 07.05.031. A S S E M B L Y  O F  U N O R G A N I Z E D  B O R OUGH. The 

a s s e m b l y  of the u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h  is c o m p o s e d  o f  2 0  a s s e m­

bl y m e n  e a c h  e l e c t e d  f r o m  one o f  20 e l e c t i o n  s e c tions c o m p r i s­

ing t h e  b o r o u g h  a n d  a p p o r t i o n e d  as p r e s c r i b e d  i n  sec. 4 0  of 

this chapter.

Sec. 07.05.040. APPORTIONMENT, (a) The L o c a l  A f f a i r s  

A g e n c y  shall m a k e  the i n i t i a l  a p p o r t i o n m e n t  of b o r o u g h  e l e c­

tio n  sections. S e c tions Bhall be a p p o r t i o n e d  a s  n e a r l y  as 

p o s s i b l e  o n  the basis o f  e q u a l  popula t i o n ,  as d e t e r m i n e d  f r o m  

the l a t e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  B u r e a u  of 

the Census, b u t  r e a s o n a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  shall b e  g i v e n  

c l a r i t y  of boundaries, compactness o f  area, a n d  h o m o g e n e i t y  o 

I n t e r e s t  w i t h i n  a  section. N o  s e c t i o n  m a y  have a  p o p u l a t i o n  

w h i c h  totals less t h a n  90 p e r  cent o f  that of a n y  o t h e r  

b o r o u g h  section, as d e t e r m i n e d  from t h e  latest p o p u l a t i o n  

f i g u r e s  of the U n i t e d  S t ates Bureau o f  the Census.

(b) T h e  L o c a l  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  s h a l l  r e a p p o r t i o n  b o r o u g h  

e l e c t i o n  sections w h e n  the a p p o r t i o n m e n t  does n o t  m e e t  the 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  sec. 31 o f  this c h a p t e r  or t h e  standards p r e­

sc r i b e d  in (a) o f  this section. A  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  is 

e f f e c t i v e  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  the next r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n  t o  the 

assembly.

(c) A n  initial apport i o n m e n t  o r  r e a p p o r t i o n m e n t  of 

b o r o u g h  e l e c t i o n  sections is subject to J u d i c i a l  r e view for 

a b u s e  of discretion.

(d) B o r o u g h  e l e c t i o n  sections m a y  not b e  a p p o r t i o n e d  

o r  r e a p p o r t i o n e d  o t h e r  t h a n  as p r e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  section.
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Sec. 07.05.050. QUALIFICATIONS OF ASSEMBLYMEN. A 

person is eligible to be a member of the assembly if he is 

a qualified voter of the borough election section he seeks 

to represent. If a member ceases to be a qualified voter 

of the section he shall immediately forfeit his office.

Sec. O7 .O5 .O6 O. TERM. The term of office of members 

of the assembly of the unorganized borough is three years 

and begins on the first Monday following their election.

The assembly may provide for different terms by ordinance but 

no term of office may exceed three years.

Sec. 07.05.070. NOMINATIONS. A candidate for assembly­

man is nominated by petition of 5 0  qualified voters of the 

borough election section he seeks to represent.

Sec. 0 7 .0 5 .0 8 0 . ELECTION, (a) The date of the regular 

election for assemblymen of the unorganized borough is the 

first Tuesday of October every three years, unless the 

assembly provides for a different date of election by 

ordinance.

(b) The assembly shall prescribe the general rules for

the conduct of the eLection for assemblymen. Elections shall

be nonpartisan. Candidates run only against other candidates

seeking to represent the same borough election section.

Qualified voters of the borough vote only on the candidacy of 

candidates seeking to represent the section in which the

voters reside.

Sec. 07.05.090. QUALIFICATION OF VOTERS, (a) A
1

person who is a qualified voter in Alaska and is a resident 

of the unorganized borough is eligible to vote in borough 

elections. The assembly may by ordinance limit voting in.
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b o n d  issue elections to qualified voters who are record 

owners of real p r o perty w i t h i n  the borough.

Sec. 07.05.100. ORGANIZATION, (a) The assembly s h a l l  

elect from among its members a  chairman, a  presiding officer, 

a n d  a  deputy presiding officer, each o f  w h o m  shall serve a t  

its pleasure. The chairman shall have the powers and d u t i e s  

prescr i b e d  for the chairman of an organized b o r o u g h  under 

A S  O 7 .2 5.O3O - 07.25.050, subject to approval of the assembly 

in  a d d ition to his powers a n d  duties as assemblyman. He 

shall have no veto power.

(b) The p r e s iding o f ficer shall preside at assembly 

meetings. If at a n y  m e eting the p r e s i d i n g  officer is not 

p r e s e n t  or is unable to act, the d e puty presiding officer 

shall preside.

(c) The assembly shall elect a  cleric or appoint the 

c h a i r m a n  o r  other officer t o  serve as t h e  cleric. The cleric 

shall p e rform the duties prescribed f o r  the cleric of a n  

o rganized b o rough under A S  07.20.060(b).

(d) The a s s embly may provide b y  ordinance for 

a dditional officers.

(e) A  simple majority of the authorized membership of 

the assembly constitutes a  q u orum to d o  business. A  majority 

o f  a  quorum is necessary for the a d o p t i o n  of a n  ordinance

o r  resolution b y  the assembly.

(f) The assem b l y  m a y  adopt rules for the conduct o f  

its business.

Sec. 07*05.110. VACANCIES, (a) The office of assembl; 

m a n  is vacated under the following conditions and upon t h e  

d eclar a t i o n  of vacancy by the assembly. The assembly shall
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declare a v a c a n c y  w h e n

(1) the p e r s o n  elected to be a ssemblyman fails to 

qualify or fails to take office w i t h i n  30 days a f t e r  his 
election;

(2) the a s s e m b l y m a n  ceases to be a q u a l i f i e d  voter 

of the election district he represents;

(3) the a s s e m b l y m a n  submits his r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  the 

assembly and the assembly accepts it;

(4) the a s s e m b l y m a n  is physically u n a b l e  to a t t e n d  

assembly meetings and w i l l  continue to be p h y s i c a l l y  u n able 

to attend a s s e m b l y  meetings for a p e r i o d  of 180 o r  more c o n­

secutive days;

(5) the a s s e m b l y m a n  has b e e n  removed f r o m  office;

(6) the a s s e m b l y m a n  is a b s e n t  from t h r e e  or m o r e  

consecutive r e g u l a r  meetings, unless excused b y  the assembly-

(b) A  v a c a n c y  shall be filled b y  the assembly. It 

shall elect a  qualified v o t e r  residing within t h e  election 

district in w h i c h  the v a c a n c y  occurs to be a c t i n g  a s s e m b l y­

m a n  until the n e x t  regular election a n d  until a  successor is 

elected and q u a l i f i e d  to fill the remainder o f  the u n e x pired 

term.

(c) If t h e  a s s e m b l y m a n  whose office is v a c a t e d  has 

b e e n  serving as chairman, presiding officer, o r  d eputy p r e­

siding officer of the assembly, the assembly shall elect a 

ne w  chairman, p r e s i d i n g  officer, o r  deputy p r e s i d i n g  officer 

to fill the v a c a n c y  for the unexpired term. T h e  p e r s o n  

elected receives the same rate of compensation as m a y  have 

b e e n  fixed b y  the a s s e m b l y  for his predecessor.

Sec. 07*03*120. B O N D I N G  OF OFFICERS. B o r o u g h  officers
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a n d  employees shall give b o n d  w i t h  s u r e t y  as p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  

o r g a n i z e d  b o r oughs u n d e r  AS 07.25.060.

Sec. 07.05.130. BUDGET. T h e  a s s e m b l y  shall p r o v i d e  for 

its budget as p r e s c r i b e d  for o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h s  under 

A S  07.20.130.

Sec. 07.05.l40. POST A U D I T .  The a s s e m b l y  shall p r o v i d e  

f o r  a n  a n n u a l  a u d i t  as p r e s c r i b e d  for o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h s  

u n d e r  A S  0 7 .20.150.

Sec. 07.05.150. P E R S O N A L  F I N A N C I A L  INTEREST. B o r o u g h  

officers a n d  e m p l oyees are s u b j e c t  to the restr i c t i o n s  

relating t o  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  dealings as p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  

officers a n d  e m p l oyees of o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h s  u n d e r  

A S  07.25.070.

Sec. 0 7 .0 5 .1 6 0 . P ERSONNEL. A p p o i n t m e n t s ,  p r o m o t i o n s  

a n d  removals of b o r o u g h  p e r s o n n e l  are s u bject t o  the r e ­

strictions p r e s c r i b e d  for o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h s  under 

A S  07.25.090.

Sec. 07.05.170. I N ITIATIVE, R E F E R E N D U M ,  A N D  R E C A L L .

The powers o f  initiative, r e f e r e n d u m ,  a n d  recall r e s e r v e d  to 

the people of o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h s  as p r e s c r i b e d  in A S  0 7 * 30.- 

080 are r e s e r v e d  a l s o  to t h e  p e o p l e  o f  the u n o r g a n i z e d  

b o r o u g h .

*  Sec. 2. (a) T h e  secretary o f  state, w i t h i n  9 0  days o f  the

e f f e c t i v e  date o f  this Act, shall conduct the initial e l e c t i o n  for 

a s s e m b l y m e n  o f  the unorga n i z e d  borou g h .  He shall c o n d u c t  t h e  

e l e c t i o n  c o n s i s t e n t l y  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  this c h a p t e r  a n d  in 

t h e  general m a n n e r  as p r e s c r i b e d  b y  the A l a s k a  E l e c t i o n  C o d e  

(AS 15.05 - 15.60) including, b u t  not l i m i t e d  to, the e s t a b l i s h­

m e n t  of p r e c i n c t  b oundaries a n d  p o l l i n g  places, a p p o i n t m e n t  of 
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el e c t i o n  officials, p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  b a l l o t s  and o t h e r  election 

m a t e rials a n d  supplies, the g i v i n g  o f  p u b l i c  n o t ice, certifying o 1 

e l e c t i o n  expenses, t h e  oount, c a n v a s s  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of returns^ 

a n d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  v o t i n g  absentee, the use 

of v o t i n g  machines, a n d  e l e c t i o n  recou n t s .  The s t a t e  shall p a y  

costs of the i n itial e l e c t i o n  of assem b l y m e n .

(b) T h e  c a n d i d a t e s  for a s s e m b l y m e n  r e c e i v i n g  the highest 

n u mber of v o t e s  in t h e  b o r o u g h  e l e c t i o n  sections t h e y  seek to 

represent s h a l l  be c e r t i f i e d  elected. T h e y  s h a l l  take office 

u p o n  the d a y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  and s h a l l  hold office 

u n t i l  the d a t e  of the f irst r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n  f o r  a s s e m b l y m e n  

o c c u r r i n g  a f t e r  three y e a r s  f r o m  the d a t e  of t h e i r  initial 

election.

* Sec. 3* (a) T h e  i n i t i a l  m e e t i n g  o f  the a s s e m b l y  shall be

held at J u n e a u  at a  t i m e  set b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  m u t u a l l y  a g r e e­

able to the m e m b e r s h i p  of the a s s e mbly.

(b) A t  i t 8 i n i t i a l  m e e t i n g  the a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  determine b y  

rule the t i m e  and p l a c e  of f u t u r e  r e g u l a r  or s p e c i a l  meetings.

* Sec. 4. A S  0 7 . 0 5 . 0 2 0  a n d  0 7 .0 5 .0 3 0  are repealed.
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