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IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  COMMERCE C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  HOUSE B I L L  NO. 2 0 7  

I N  T H E  L E O I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA 

FO U R T H  L E O I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION 

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Act entitled: " A n  Act creating a n  A l a s k a - P a c i f i c  B a s i n

T r a d e  Commission; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  

effective date."

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. PURPOSE, (a) H u m a n  b e i n g s  are l i k e l y  t o  c o n­

tinue to e x i s t  o n  the e a r t h  only if the p e o p l e  of the w o r l d  c a n  

l e a r n  to a m i c a b l y  settle international disputes. T h r o u g h o u t  the 

h i s t o r y  of the world, b a t t l e s  f o r  m a r k e t s  have b e e n  a  m a j o r  cause 

o f  war; but, as f o r m e r  President E i s e n h o w e r  haB said, " T h e r e  is 

n o  alternative to p e a c e . "  The a l t e r n a t i v e  to l e a r n i n g  h o w  to 

trade p e a c e a b l y  w i t h  o u r  neighbors is the u n a c c e p t a b l e  alternative 

o f  annihilation. Alaska, as a people a n d  as a s o v e r e i g n  state, 

h a s  a  m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  contribute as m u c h  as it o a n  contri b u t e  

t o  international unders t a n d i n g  a n d  to o v e r c o m i n g  p a r o c h i a l ,  legal 

a n d  traditional trade barriers w i t h  its neighbors.

(b) Furthermore, the economic future o f  A l a s k a  depends 

u p o n  develo p i n g  its international trade. Alaska's e c o n o m i c  futur 

is b a s e d  u p o n  its n a t u r a l  resouroes. T h e  distances a n d  c o s t s  o f  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ln c o m m e r c e  w i t h  the o t h e r  states m a k e s  I t  i m p e r a­

tive that A l a s k a  d e v e l o p  trade in o t h e r  areas of t h e  w o r l d  as we] 

as stimulate trade w i t h  the o t h e r  states, if e a r l y  a n d  substantli 

g r o w t h  is to b e  attained. Alaska's g e o g r a p h i c a l  l o o a t l o n  g i v e s  

it the possib i l i t y  o f  beoomlng a  l e a d e r  ln i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade 

w i t h  the countries b o r d e r i n g  o n  the Pacific Ooean. Further,
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;hese c o u n t r i e s  c o m p r i s e  t h e  only e x i s t i n g  p o t e n t i a l  m a r k e t  f o r  

the r a w  m a t e r i a l s  of the state, and, w i t h  the low cost o f  w a t e r  

transportation, the i m p o r t  of c e r t a i n  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s  f r o m  

those c o u n t r i e s  c a n  c r e a t e  a  b a l a n c e  of trade. F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  

of h e l p i n g  t o  p r e s e r v e  the p e a c e  as w e l l  as o f  s t i m u l a t i n g  and 

a x p a n d i n g  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  P a cific B a s i n  c o u n t r i e s  it is n e c e s s a r y  

that a  c o m m i s s i o n  be created.

* Sec. 2. A S  4 4 . 1 9  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read: 

A R T I C L E  7. A L A S K A - P A C I F I C  B A S I N  T R A D E  COMMIS S I O N .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 0 0 .  A L A S K A - P A C I F I C  B A S I N  T R A D E  C OMMISSION. 

T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  a n  A l a s k a - P a c i f i c  B a s i n  Trade C o m m i s s i o n  i n  

the O f f i c e  of the Governor.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 1 0 .  C O M P O S I T I O N  A N D  T E R M S  O F  OFFICE, (a) 

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i s t s  of 1 5  m e m b e r s  who, u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  

p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  (b) of this section, are a p p o i n t e d  by the 

g o v e r n o r  f o r  o v e r l a p p i n g  t h r e e - y e a r  terms.

(b) The g o v e r n o r  shall a p p o i n t  the p r e s i d e n t  of the 

senate, the s p e a k e r  of the h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a n d  the 

m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s  a s  e x  o f f i c i o  

m e m b e r s  of the commis s i o n .  T h e  r e m a i n i n g  m e m b e r s  of the 

c o m m i s s i o n  shall b e  a p p o i n t e d  b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  

a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  commerce, labor, m a n a g e m e n t ,  m i n i n g  

fishing, timber, tourism, banking, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n  

o r  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  vocations, c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  to c o n t r i­

bu t e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  the a c h i e v e m e n t  of the p u r p o s e s  f o r  

w h i c h  the c o m m i s s i o n  is created.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 2 0 .  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  A N D  M E E T I N G  O F  T H E  

C O M M I S S I O N .  W i t h i n  3 0  d a y s  a f t e r  the a p p o i n t m e n t  of a l l  

membe r s ,  the c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m e e t  a t  a  time a n d  place 
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a g r e e d  u p o n  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of the members through c o r r e s­

pondence to elect f r o m  the m e m b e r s h i p  a chairman, a 

v i c e  c h a irman and s u c h  other o f f i c e r s  as they conside' 

necessary, a n d  to e s t a b l i s h  p o l i c y  and rules to g overn 

t h e  commission. E i g h t  members constitute a  quorum to 

d o  business.

Sec. 44.19.730. COMPENSATION, PER DIEM, AND EXPENSES. 

M e m b e r s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  are n o t  entitled to a  salary 

b u t  employees and c o m m i s s i o n e r s  are entitled to t r a n s­

port a t i o n  a l l o w a n c e s  and per d i e m  provided for in AS 39.20.

Sec. 44.19.740. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, (a) The c o m m i s­

si o n  shall employ a n  executive director. The executive 

d i r e c t o r  shall be p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  trained and experienced ln 

the performance of h i s  duties. The selection of the e x e c u­

tiv e  d i r e c t o r  is s u bject to the approval of the governor. 

T h e  commission m a y  delegate to the executive director the 

functions it c o n s i d e r s  proper.

(b) T h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  shall not have any 

b usiness interests that may be affected, either favorably 

o r  unfavorably, by -the o p e r a t i o n  o f  the commission.

Sec. 44.19.750. DUTIES. T h e  primary duty of the 

commission is to formulate specific projects for developing 

e a c h  of the p o t e n t i a l l y  marketable resources l n  the state, 

a n d  then to find p e r s o n s  ln t h e  Pacific B a s i n  countries to 

de velop a n d  p u r chase the resources. In the interest o f  

maintaining a b a l a n c e  between Imports and exports, the 

c o m m i s s i o n  also h a s  the duty o f  assisting entrepreneurs in 

t h e  Pacific B a s i n  countries to find markets for their 

products l n  Alaska. The commission, ln accomplishing Its 
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duties, shall

(1) Invite citizens of f o r e i g n  countries to visit

Alaska Informally to become a c q u a i n t e d  with the state, meet 

Its businessmen, labor leaders, and government officials, 

for the purpose o f  Increasing mutual understanding on a 

personal basis b e t w e e n  c i t izens of f o reign countries and 

Alaskans;

in A l a s k a  to d i s c u s s  specific development or trade projects, 

to acquaint citizens of count r i e s  of the Pacific B a s i n  w i t h  

development and trade p r o s p e c t s  in Alaska.

Sec. 44.19.760. POWERS. The commission m a y  elect s u b­

committees of a n y  number o f  members to collect information 

and to travel to the countries of the Pacific B a s i n  to c a r r y  

out its duties.

Sec. 44.19.770. DEFINITIONS. I n  Bees. 7 0 0 - 7 8 0  of 

this chapter "commission" m e a n s  the Alaska-Pacific Basin 

Trade Commission. The c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  make reports to the 

legislature and m a y  recommend legislation r e l ating to 

projects to d e v e l o p  international trade.

Seo. 44.19.780. S H O R T  TITLE. Secs. 7 0 0 - 7 8 0  of this

c h apter may be cited as the Alaska-Pacific B a s i n  Trade

Commission Act.

* Sec. 3. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS. Of the c ommission members 

appointed at large u n d e r  AS 44.19.710(b), the g o v e r n o r  shall
v •• v- * • k J -«•'. < •.{ >. ' . I » ■ v 1 • • . ■ , . ’ * *. , . ; • - t ‘ ■ • .' •* •

appoint three for a n  initial t e r m  of one year, three f o r  an

initial t e r m  of two years, a n d  f o u r  f o r  a n  initial t e r m  of three

years.
L  XAyGO’ • C4 ;;«• , ‘ , *, ' *•  • . - , , • . , . „ •

* Sec. 4. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. This Aot takes e f f e c t  o n  the d a y

(2) arrange for a n d  hold international conferences
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a f t e r  ltB p a s s a g e  a n d  a p p r o v a l  o r  o n  the d a y  it b e c o m e s  law 

w i t h o u t  such approval.

'
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