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Driginal Sponsors: Messrs. Ditman, Rader, Offered: 3 / 16/65
Guess, Josephson, Kerttula, Referred: F i nance 
LeFevre, Stevens and Gravel

IN T H E  HOUSE B Y  T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  BILL NO. 207 

IN T H E  L E O I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF A LASKA 

F O U R T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION 

A BILL

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  creating a n  A l a s ka-Pacific B a ^ i n

Trade Commission; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  J 6 r  a n  

e f f e c t i v e  date." '

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. PURPOSE, (a) Human b e i n g s  are likely to c o n­

ti n u e  to e x i s t  o n  the e a r t h  only if the p e o p l e  of the w o r l d  c a n  

l e a r n  to a m i c a b l y  settle international disputes. T h r o u g h o u t  the 

h i s t o r y  of t h e  world, b a t t l e s  for m a r k e t s  have b e e n  a m a j o r  cause 

o f  war; but, a s  f o r m e r  President E i s e n h o w e r  has said, "There is 

n o  a l t e r n a t i v e  to p e a c e . "  The alternative to l e a rning h o w  to 

tr a d e  p e a c e a b l y  w i t h  o u r  neighbors is the u n acceptable a lternative 

of annih i l a t i o n .  Alaska, as a  people a n d  as a sover e i g n  state, 

h a s  a  moral o b l i g a t i o n  to contribute as m u c h  as it can contribute 

to  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and to o v e r c o m i n g  parochial, legal, 

a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  trade b a r r i e r s  with its neighbors.

(b) Furthermore, the economic future of Alaska d e pends 

u p o n  d e v e l o p i n g  its international trade. Alaska's economic future 

is based u p o n  its n a t u r a l  resources. Hie d i s t ances and c o s t s  of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in c o m merce w i t h  the o t h e r  states makes it i m p e r a­

tive that A l a s k a  d e v e l o p  trade in o t h e r  areas of the w o r l d  a s  w e l l  

a s  stimulate trade w i t h  the other states, if e a r l y  and substantial 

gr o w t h  is t o  b e  attained. Alaska's g e o g r a p h i c a l  location gives 

it the p o s s i b i l i t y  of b e c o m i n g  a  l e a d e r  in international trade 

w i t h  the c o u n t r i e s  b o r d e r i n g  on the Pacific Ocean. Further,
c
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these countries comprise the only existing potential m a r k e t  for 

the raw materials o f  the state, and, w i t h  the low cost of w a t e r  

transportation, the import of c e r t a i n  finished products f r o m  

those countries c a n  create a balance of trade. For the purpose 

of helping to p r e s e r v e  the peace as well as of stimulating and 

expanding trade w i t h  the Pacific B a s i n  countries it is necessary 

that a  commission be created.

* Sec. 2. A S  44.19 is ^mended b y  adding new sections to read: 

ARTICLE 7. ALAS k / P A C I F I C  B A S I N  T R A D E  COMMISSION.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 0 0 J  ALASKA-PACIFIC B A S I N  TRADE COMMISSION. 

There is c r e a t e d  arj Alaska-Pacific B a s i n  Trade Commission in
t

s the Office of the Governor.

Sec. 44.19.710. COMPOSITION A N D  TERMS O F  OFFICE, (a)

•Hie commis s i o n  consists of 15 members who, unless otherwise 

provided f o r  in (b) of this section, are appointed b y  the 

g o v ernor f o r  overlapping three- y e a r  terms.

(b) T h e  governor shall appoint the president of the 

senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, and the 

members of the Alaska delegation in Congress as e x  officio 

members of the commission. The remaining members of the 

commission shall be appointed because of their knowledge 

and experience concerning commerce, labor, management, mining, 

fishing, timber, tourism, banking, transportation, education 

o r  other appropriate vocations, can b e  expected to contri­

bute significantly to the achievement of the purposes for 

w h i c h  the commission is created.

Sec. 44.19.720. ORGANIZATION A N D  MEETING OF THE 

COMMISSION. Within 30 days after the appointment of all 

members, the commission shall meet at a time and place 
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1 a g r e e d  upon by a  m a j o r i t y  of the members t h r o u g h  c o r r e s­

2 p o n d e n c e  to e l e c t  f r o m  the m e m b e r s h i p  a chairman, a  vice

3 c h a i r m a n  and s u c h  other officers as they c o n s i d e r  necessary,

4 a nd t o  e s t a blish p o l i c y  and r u l e s  to g o v e r n  the c o mmission.

5 E i g h t  members c o n s t i t u t e  a q u o r u m  to do business.

6 Sec. 44.19.730. COMPENSATION, PER DIEM, A N D  EXPENSES.

7 M e m b e r s  of the c o m m i s s i o n  are n o t  entitled to a s a l a r y  b u t

8 e m p l oyees and e l e c t e d  officials of the state s e r v i n g  on the

9 c o m m i s s i o n  are e n t i t l e d  to t r a n sportation a l l o w a n c e s  and

10 p e r  d i e m  p r o v i d e d  f o r  in AS 39.20.

11 Sec. 44.19.740. E X E C U T I V E  DIRECTOR. (a) T h e  c o mmis­

12 s i o n  shall e m p l o y  an executive director. The e x e c u t i v e

13 d i r e c t o r  'inall b e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  trained a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n

14 the p e rformance of his duties. The s e l e ction o f  the e x e c u­

15 tive director is subject to the approval of the governor.

16 T h e  c ommission m a y  delegate to the executive d i r e c t o r  the

17 functions it c o n s i d e r s  proper.
%

18 (b) The e x e c utive d i r e c t o r  shall n o t  have a n y

19 b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  that m a y  b e  affected, e i t h e r  f a v o r a b l y

20 o r  unfavorably, b y  the o p e r a t i o n  of the c ommission.

21 Sec. 44.19. 7 5 0 .  DUTIES. The p r i m a r y  duty o f  the

22 commission is t o  formulate specific p r o j e c t s  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g

23 e a c h  of the p o t e n t i a l l y  marke t a b l e  resources i n  the state.

24 a n d  then to f i n d  persons in the Pacific B a s i n  c o u n t r i e s  t o

25 de v e l o p  and p u r c h a s e  the resources. In the i n t e r e s t  of

26 mainta i n i n g  a  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  imports a n d  exports, the

27 commission a l s o  has the duty o f  assisting e n t r e p r e n e u r s  l n

28 t h e  Pacific B a s i n  countries t o  find m a r k e t s  f o r  their

29 produots l n  Alaska. The commission, ln a c c o m p l i s h i n g  its

1
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duties, shall

(1) i n v i t e  citizens o f  foreign c o u n t r i e s  to v i s i t  

A l a s k a  I n f o r m a l l y  t o  become a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  state, m e e t  

its b u s i n e s s m e n ,  l a b o r  leaders, a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  officials, 

f o r  the p u r p o s e  o f  i ncreasing m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o n  a 

p e r s o n a l  b a s i s  b e t w e e n  citizens of f o reign c o u n t r i e s  and 

Alaskans;

(2) a r r a n g e  for a n d  h o l d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  

i n  A l a s k a  t o  d i s c u s s  specific d e v e l o p m e n t  o r  trade p r o j e c t s ,  

t o  a c q u a i n t  o i t i z e n s  of o o u n t r i e s  of the P a c i f i c  B a s i n  w i t h  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t r a d e  p r o s p e c t s  ln Alaska.

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 6 0 .  POWERS. The c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  e l e c t  s u b­

co m m i t t e e s  of a n y  n u m b e r  of m e m b e r s  to c o l l e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a n d  to t r a v e l  to t h e  c o u n t r i e s  of the P a c i f i c  B a s i n  to c a r r y  

ou t  its duties.

Seo. 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 7 0 .  DEFINITIONS. In secs. 7 0 0 - 7 8 0  of 

t h i s  c h a p t e r  "commission" m e a n s  the A l a s k a - P a c i f i c  B a s i n  

T r a d e  C o m m i s s i o n .  The c o m m i s s i o n  may m a k e  r e p orts to the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  m a y  r e c o m m e n d  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to 

p r o j e c t s  to d e v e l o p  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade.

Seo. 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 8 0 .  S H O R T  TITLE. Secs. 7 0 0 - 7 8 0  of t h i s  

o h a p t e r  m a y  b e  c i t e d  as the A l a s k a - P a c i f i c  B a s i n  T r a d e  

C o m m i s s i o n  Act.

* Seo. 3. I N I T I A L  A P P O INTMENTS. Of the c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  

a p p o i n t e d  at l a r g e  u n d e r  AS 44.19.710(b), t h e  g o v e r n o r  shall 

a p p o i n t  three f o r  a n  initial t e r m  of one year, three f o r  a n  

initial t e r m  of t w o  years, and f o u r  for a n  i n i t i a l  t e r m  o f  three 

years.

* Seo. 4. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  on the day 
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a f t e r  i t s  passage a n d  approval o r  o n  the day It becomes law 

w i t h o u t  s u o h  approval.
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