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A L A S K A
ST A T E

L E G IS L A T U R E

Referred: Commerce a n d
F i nance

Introduced: 3/6/65

BY MESSRS. DITMAN, RADER, 
GUESS, JOSEPHSON, KERTTULA,

IN T H E  H O US E LEFEVRE, STEV EN S A N D  G R A V E L

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 207 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  ST AT E OF ALASKA 

F O U R T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION 

A B I L L

o r  a n  Act entitled: "An Act creating an A l as k a - P a c i f i c  B a s i n

Trade Commission; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an 

effective date."

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L EG IS L A T U R E  OF T HE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. PURPOSE, (a) H u m a n  being s are l i ke ly  to c o n­

ti n u e  to ex is t on the earth only if the p e o p l e  of the w o r l d  c a n  

l e a r n  to a m i c ab ly  settle International disputes. T h r o u g h o u t  the  

h i s t o r y  of the world, battles f o r  m a r k et s have b e e n  a m a j o r  c a u s e  

of war; but, as f o r m e r  President E i s e n h o w e r  has said, "There is no 

a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  p e a ce ."  The alternative t o  learning how to t r a d e  

p e a c e a b l y  w i t h  o ur neighbors is the u n a c ce pt a bl e a l te rn at i ve  of 

a nn ih i l a t i o n .  Alaska, as a pe ople and a s  a so vereign state, ha s 

a m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  to contribute as m u c h  as it c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  to 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and to ov er co mi ng  parochial, legal, 

a n d  tr aditional trade barriers w i t h  its neighbors.

(b) Furthermore, the economic future of Alaska d e p e n d s  

u p o n  develo pi ng  its International trade. Alaska's economic future 

is b a s e d  u p o n  it3 natural resources. T h e  di st ances and c o s t s  of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  in commerce w i t h  the o t h e r  states m ak es  it i m p e r a­

ti v e  that A l a s k a  develop trade in o t h e r  areas of the w o r l d  a s  well 

as stimulate trade w i t h  the o ther states, if e a r l y  and substantial 

g r o w t h  Is to be attained. Alaska's geo gr ap hi c al  loca ti o n g i v e s  it 

t h e  p os si b i l i t y  of becoming a leader l n  international trade with 

t he countries bo rd er i ng  on the Pacific Ocean. Further, t h e s e  
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ountries comprise the only e x i sting potential market f o r  the 

•aw m a t e rials of the state, and, with the low cost of w a t e r  trans­

portation, the import of certain finished products from those 

ountries can create a  balance of trade. For the purpose of help- 

.ng to preserve the p e a c e  as w e l l  as of stimulating and expanding 

;rade w i t h  the Pacific Basin countries it is necessary that a 

iommission be created.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 1 9  is amended b y  adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 7. A L A S K A 4-PACIFIC BASIN T R A D E  COMMISSION.//
Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 ^ 6 .  ALASKA-PACIFIC B A S I N  TRADE COMMISSION. 

T here is created an Alaska-Pacific B a s i n  Trade Commission in 

the Office of t h e  Governor.

Sec. 44.19.1^0. COMPOSITION A N D  TERMS OF OFFICE. (a) 

The commission consists of 15 members who, unless otherwise 

p r o vided for in (b) of this section, are appointed b y  the 

g o v e r n o r  for overlapping three-year terms.

(b) The g o v e r n o r  shall appoint the president of the 

senate, the speaker, of the house of representatives, and the 

m e mbers of the Alaska delegation in Congress as ex officio 

members of the commission. The remaining members of the 

commission shall be appointed from citizens of the United 

States who, b e cause of their knowledge and experience con­

cerning commerce, labor, management, mining, fishing, timber, 

tourism, banking, transportation, education or o t h e r  appro­

priate vocations, can be expected to contribute significantly 

to the achievement of the purposes for which the commission 

is created.

Sec. 44.19.^20. ORGANIZATION AND MEETING OF THE 

COMMISSION. W i t h i n  3 0  days after the appointment of all 
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m e m b e r s ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m e e t  a t  a  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  a g r e e d  

u p o n  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  t h r o u g h  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t o  

e l e c t  f r o m  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  a  c h a i r m a n ,  a  v i c e  c h a i r m a n  a n d  

s u c h  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  a s  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  p o l i c y  a n d  r u l e s  to g o v e r n  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .  E i g h t  

m e m b e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  a  q u o r u m  t o  d o  b u s i n e s s .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 1 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N ,  P E R  D I E M ,  A N D  E X P E N S E S .  

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  a r e  n o t  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  s a l a r y  b u t

a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a l l o w a n c e s  a n d  p e r  d i e m  p r o -(
v i d e d  f o r  i n  A S  3 0 . 1 8 0 .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9 . 7  . E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o r

s h a l l  e m p l o y  a n  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r .  T h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  

s h a l l  be p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  t r a i n e d  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  p e r ­

f o r m a n c e  o f  h i s  d u t i e s .  T h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  

d i r e c t o r  is s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r .  T h e  

c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  t h e  f u n c ­

t i o n s  i t  c o n s i d e r s  p r o p e r .

(b) T h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  n o t  h a v e  a n y  b u s i n e s s

i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  m a y  b ^  a f f e c t e d ,  e i t h e r  f a v o r a b l y  o r  u n f a v o r -
/

a b l y ,  b y  t h e  op< o n  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 1 9  D U T I E S .  T h e  p r i m a r y  d u t y  o f  t h e  c o m ­

m i s s i o n  is t o  f o r m u l a t e  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t s  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  e a c h  

o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l l y  m a r k e t a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  l n  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  

t h e n  t o  f i n d  p e r s o n s  i n  the P a c i f i c  B a s i n  c o u n t r i e s  t o  

d e v e l o p  a n d  p u r c h a s e  t h e  r e s o u r c e s .  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  

m a i n t a i n i n g  a  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  i m p o r t s  a n d  e x p o r t s ,  t h e  c o m ­

m i s s i o n  a l s o  h a s  t h e  d u t y  o f  a s s i s t i n g  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  i n  t h e  

P a c i f i c  B a s i n  c o u n t r i e s  to f i n d  m a r k e t s  f o r  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  

I n  A l a s k a .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  i n  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  i t s  d u t i e s ,  s h a l l  
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1 (1) Invite citizens of foreign countries to visit

2 Alaska informally to become acquainted with the state, meet

3 it3  businessmen, labor leaders, and government officials, for

4 the purpose of increasing mutual understanding on a personal

5 basis between citizens of foreign countries and Alaskans;

6 (2) arrange for and hold International conferences

7 in Alaska to discuss specific development or trade projects,

8 to acquaint citizens of countries of the Pacific Basin with

9 development and trade prospects in Alaska.

10 Sec. 44.19 .feeo. POWERS. The commission may elect sub-

11 committees of any number of members to collect information

12 and to travel to the countries of the Pacific Basin to carry

13 out its duties.

14 Sec

15 chapter "commission" means the Alaska-Pacific Basin Trade

16 Commission. The commission may make reports to the legis-

17 lature and may recommend legislation relating to projects

18 to develop international trade.

19 sec. 4 4 . 1 9 SHORT TITLE. Secs. 700-780 of this

20 chapter may be cited as the Alaska-Pacific Basin Trade

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

duties. y

:. 4 4 . 1 9 .1770^  DEFINI T I O N S .  In secs. 7 O O -7 8O o f  this

C o m m i s s i o n  Act.

* Sec. 3. I N I T I A L  APPOIN T M E N T S .  Of the c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  

a p p o i n t e d  at large u n d e r  A S  44.19.710(b), the g o v e r n o r  shall 

appoint three f o r  a n  i n i t i a l  t e r m  of one year, three f o r  a n  i n­

itial t e r m  of two years, and f o u r  f o r  an i n itial t e r m  of t h r e e  

years.

* Sec. 4. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. T h i s  Act takes e f f e c t  on the d a y  

a f t e r  i t s  passage and approval o r  on the day It b e c o m e s  law 

w i t h o u t  such approval.
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