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Introduced: 2/23/65
Referred: Local Govern­
ment and Judiciary

T H E  HOUSE BY MR. STEVENS

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 170
IN T H E  LEGISLATURE O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA

FOURTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST S E S S I O N

A B I L L

an Aot entitled: "An Aot requiring that the meetings of

agencies of the state a n d  Its subdivisions be 

o p e n  to the public w i t h  certain exceptions."

IT E N A C T E D  BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* Section 1. AS 44 310 Is repealed a n d  re-enacted to read:

Seo. 44.62.39*0. AGENCY MEETINGS PUBLIC, (a) All 

meetings o f  an administrative or legislative body, board, 

commission, committee, subcommittee, authority, council, 

agency, or other organization, Including subordinate units o f  

the above groups, o f  the state or any o f  its political sub­

divisions, including but not limited to municipalities, 

boroughs, school boards, a n d  all other boards, agencies, 

assemblies, councils, departments, divisions, bureaus, com­

missions o r  organizations, advisory or otherwise, o f  the 

Btate o r  local government supported in whole or i n  part by 

public money or authorized to spend public money, are open 

to the public except as otherwise p r o v i d e d  by this section.

(b) If excepted subjects are to b e  discussed at a 

meeting, the m e e t i n g  must first be convened as a public 

meeting and the question o f  holding an executive session to 

discuss matters that come within the exceptions contained in 

■ (c) of this section shall be d etermined by a m a j o r i t y  vote of 

the agency. No subjects may be consid e r e d  at the executive 

session except those mentioned in the motion c a l l i n g  for the 
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e x e c u t i v e  session. No a c t i o n  may be t a k e n  at the e x e c u t i v e  

session.

(o) The f o l l o w i n g  e x c epted s u b j e c t s  m a y  be d i s c u s s e d  

i n  a n  e x e c u t i v e  session:

w o u l d  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  the finances o f  the g o v e r n m e n t  unit;

a n d  c h a r a c t e r  of a  p e r s o n  other t h a n  a  m e m b e r  of the g roup 

itself, p r o v i d e d  the p e r s o n  may r e q u e s t  a  p u b l i o  discussion; 

a n d

f i d e n t i a l .

(d) T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  not a p p l y  to Judicial o r  quasi- 

Judicial b o d i e s  w h e n  h o l d i n g  a m e e t i n g  solely to m a k e  a 

d e c i s i o n  i n  a n  a d j u d i c a t o r y  p r oceeding, o r  to Juries, or t o  

p a r o l e  o r  p a r d o n  boards.

(e) R e a s o n a b l e  p u b l i c  n o tice shall be g i v e n  f o r  all 

m e e t i n g s  r e q u i r e d  to be open u n d e r  this seotion.

( f ) A n y  a c t i o n  t a k e n  c o n t r a i y  to this s e c t i o n  1 b void.

(g) A n y  m e m b e r  of a  body w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  a m e e t i n g  

w h i c h  v i o l a t e s  this section, k n o w i n g  the m e e t i n g  t o  c o n s t i­

tute a violation, is g u i l t y  of a  m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  is p u n i s h­

able b y  a  f i n e  of not m o r e  than $1,000.

(h) T w e n t y - f i v e  regist e r e d  v o t e r s  of the p o l i t i c a l  

s u b i d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  w h i c h  a g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  has J u r i s d i c t i o n  

m a y  p e t i t i o n  the s u p e r i o r  court f o r  an injunc t i o n  to p r e v e n t  

v i o l a t i o n  of this section. The p e t i t i o n  shall be g i v e n  

p r i o r i t y  o n  the c a l e n d a r  of the court.
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(1) matters, the I m m e diate knowledge of w h i c h

(2) s u b jects t h a t  tend t o  p r e j udice the r e p u t a t i o n

(3) m a t t e r s  w h i c h  by l a w  are r e q u i r e d  t o  be con-
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