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oseley a n d  O'Connell Referred: Finance

N  THE H O U S E  B Y  THE COMMERCE COMMITTEE

C S  FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 15^

I N  THE L E O I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TATE OF ALASKA 

F O U R T H  LEGIS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  SESSION 

A B I L L

or  an Act entitled: "An Act to r e g ulate the business conduct o f

plumbers a n d  gas fitters; creating a  Board 

of Plumbing and Oas Piping Examiners; and 

providing for a n  effective date."

IE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E O I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e o t i o n  1. A S  0 8  is amended by adding a  n e w  c h apter to 

’ead:

C H A P T E R  85. PLUMBERS A N D  OAS FITTERS 

A R T I C L E  1. B O A R D  OF PLUMBING A N D  OAS PIPINO E X A M INERS 

Sec. 08.85.010. C R E A T I O N  A N D  MEMBERSHIP O F  BOARD.

T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  a  Board o f  Plumbing and Oas Piping Examiners 

The board c o n s i s t s  of five members. One member shall be a  

m a s t e r  p l u mber o r  plumbing shop owner who actively engages i n  

the plumbing trade; one m e m b e r  shall be a  plumber; one m e m­

b e r  shall be a  repre s e n t a t i v e  of the gas Industry; one 

m e m b e r  shall be a  gas fitter; a n d  one m ember shall be appoint 

ed f r o m  the Department o f  H e a l t h  and Welfare.

Sec. 08.85.020. A P P O I N T M E N T  AND T E R M  OF OFFICE. M e m­

be r s  of the b o a r d  are appointed by the governor and confirmed 

b y  the legislature. M e m b e r s  o f  the board shall serve 

staggered t e r m s  o f  three y e a r s , or until their successors 

a r e  appointed. Members serve a t  the pleasure o f  the g o v e r n o r  

A  member may aot and r e ceive transportation expenses and p e r  

diem allowances from the date o f  his appointment until his 
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c o n f i r m a t i o n  or r e j e c t i o n  by the legis l a t u r e .

Seo. 08.85.030. E X E C U T I V E  S E C R E T A R Y  OP B O A R D .  The 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  of commsroe Is the e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  of the 

board.

Sec. 08.85.040. B O A R D  M E E T I N G S . T h e  b o a r d  shall e l e c t  

o n e  of its members o h a l r m a n  of the b o a r d .  The b o a r d  shall 

h o l d  a r e g u l a r  annual m e e t i n g  and m a y  h o l d  special m e e t i n g s  

a t  the call of the c h a i r m a n  or of t h r e e  members, w i t h  p r i o r  

approval o f  the governor.

Sec. 08.85.050. DUTIES OP T H E  B O A R D .  The b o a r d  s h a l l

(1) pass o n  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  for 

licenses a n d  Issue licenses t o  t hose w h o  qualify;

(2) p r e pare and g r a d e  w r i t t e n  and p r a c t i c a l  e x­

aminations ;

(3) after hearing, have the a u t h o r i t y  to s u s p e n d  

o r  revoke t h e  license of a l i c e n s e d  m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  or gas 

f i tter w h o

(A) obtains h i s  l i c e n s e  b y  fraud, m i s r e p r e­

sentation, or deception;

(B) k n o w i n g l y  v i o l a t e s  a  r e g u l a t i o n  of the 

board or a p r o v i s i o n  of this c h a p t e r ;

(C) b y  his conduct, d e m o n s t r a t e s  a n  I n a b i l i t y  

to e n g a g e  in p l u m b i n g  or gas f i t t i n g  w i t h o u t  e n d a n g e r i n g  

m e m b e r s  of the public;

(D) engages i n  f r a u d u l e n t  c o n d u c t  r e l e v a n t  to 

the b u s iness o f  p l u m b i n g  or g a s  fitting.

Seo. O8 .8 5.O6O. B O A R D  R E G U L A T I O N S . T h e  b o a r d  shall

adopt subst a n t i v e  regula t i o n s

(1) e s t a b l i s h i n g  s t a n d a r d s  o f  c o m p e t e n c e  for 
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m a s t e r  p l u m b e r s  b a s e d  u p o n  the s t a n d a r d s  set  f o r t h  I n  t h e  

W e s t e r n  P l u m b i n g  O f f i c i a l s  U n i f o r m  P l u m b i n g  Code, 1 9 5 8  e d i­

tion, e x c e p t  f o r  t h o s e  i n  C h a p t e r  1 2  t h e r e i n  r e l a t i n g  t o  

fu e l gas p i p i n g ;

(2) e s t a b l i s h i n g  s t a n d ar ds  of c o m p e t e n c e  f o r  gas 

f i t t e r s  b a s e d  u p o n  the s t a n d a r d s  s et f o r t h  in t h e  A m e r i c a n  

S t a n d a r d  I n s t a l l a t i o n  pf O a s  A p p l i a n c e s  a nd O a s  Piping,

T h i r d  Edition, 1959* s p o n s o r e d  by the A m e r i c a n  O a s  A s s o c i a­

tion, I n c .

(3) s p e c i f y i n g  the s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t o  b e  c o v e r e d  

i n  w r i t t e n  a n d  oral e x a m i n a t i o n s .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 . 0 7 0 .  D U T I E S  OP T H E  D E P A R T M E N T .  The d e p a r t­

me n t  shall f u r n i s h  the b o a r d  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  services, 

i n c l u d i n g  r e n t i n g  space for h o l d i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n s ;  p r o c t o r i n g  

e x a m i n a t i o n s ;  p r i n t i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n s ;  p r i n t i n g  a n d  m a i l i n g  

licenses; s e n d i n g  notices, before D e c e m b e r  1 o f  e a c h  year, 

t h a t  l i c e n s e s  m u s t  be renewed; c o l l e c t i n g  fees a n d  i s s u i n g  

r e o e l p t s ;  k e e p i n g  a c u r r e n t  r e g i s t e r  of l i c e n s e e s ;  e m p l o y i n g  

s e c r e t a r i a l  assist a n t s ;  r e p l y i n g  to r o u t i n e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  i n­

for m a t i o n ;  p r i n t i n g  forms and i n f o r m a t i o n a l  b u l l e t i n s ;  

t y p i n g  a l l  m a t t e r  to be r e p r o d u c e d ;  m a i n t a i n i n g  r e c o r d s  and 

c o m p l e t e d  e x a m i n a t i o n s ;  and k e e p i n g  r e c o r d s  o f  r e c e i p t s  and 

d i s b u r s e m e n t s .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 . 0 8 0 .  D E P A R T M E N T  R E G U L A T I O N S .  The d e p a r t m e n t  

sh a l l  a d o p t  p r o c e d u r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s

(1) d e s c r i b i n g  h o w  a p e r s o n  a p p l i e s  f o r  a n d  takes 

a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  this chapter;

(2) n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  out the d u t i e s  i m p o s e d  on 

it b y  sec. 7 0  o f  this chapter.
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Sec. 08.85.090. A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  OP T H E  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  

P R O C E D U R E  ACT. T he A dm in i s t r a t i v e  Pr oc ed ur e Act (AS 44 .62)
V *1 * ^ ̂  y. * / if j

a p p li es  to r e g u l a t i o n s  and proceedings u n d e r  this chapter.

Sec. 08.85.100. T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  A N D  P E R  DIEM. A b o a r d  

member, except the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the D e pa rt m e n t  of H e a l t h  

and Welfare, is e n t i t l e d  t o  tr an sportation expenses and per 

d i e m  allowa nc es  s p e c i f i e d  in AS 39*20.180.

A R T I C L E  2. LICENSING 

Sec. 08.85.120. L I C E N S E  REQUIRED, (a) N o  p e r s o n  may  

be a m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  u n l e s s  licensed u n d e r  this chapter.

(b) N o  p e r s o n  m a y  b e  a gas fitter u nless l icensed 

u n d e r  this chapter.

Sec. 08.85.130. EXAMINATION, (a) A p e r s o n  w h o  p a ss es
■ ■ ■ -j

the p l u m b i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  by the b o a r d  is e n t i t l e d  to 

be l i c e n s e d  as a m a s t e r  plumber.

(b) A p e r s o n  w h o  p a ss es  the gas f i t ti n g e x a m i n a t i o n  

g i v e n  b y  the b o a r d  is ent it le d  to be li censed as a  gas 

fitter.

Sec. 08.85.140. O B J E C T  OP EXAMINATION. The o n l y  p u r­

pose of an e x a m i n a t i o n  is to disqualify those w h o s e  l a c k  of 

k n o w l e d g e  or sk i ll  in p l u m b i n g  or gas f i t ti ng  w o u l d  c r ea te  a 

s e ri ou s r i s k  of i n j u r y  t o  the public i nterest the b o a r d  is 

c r e a t e d  to protect.

Sec. 08.85.150. A DM I NI S T R A T I O N  O P  EXAMINATION, (a)

The d e p a r t m e n t  shall o f f e r  examinations prepared b y  the bo ar d 

at l e a s t  once a  y e a r  an d  more freque nt ly  if more t h a n  t wo 

p e r s o n s  w h o  are q u a l i f i e d  to take an e x a m i n a t i o n  p e t i t i o n  the 

d e p a r t m e n t  for a n  a d d i t i o n a l  examination.

(b) Ex am i n a t i o n s  shall be so ad mi nistered tha t one w h o  
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grades a writt en  e x a m i n a t i o n  does not know whose p a p e r  he Is 

grading.

(c) The d epartment sh al l maintain files of examination 

papers. A p erson Is entitled to Inspect his exam in at i on  

paper for the p u r p o s e  of ch allenging the propriety o f  its 

questions, the m e t h o d  of grading, or the accuracy o f  grading.

(d) Every t w o  years the department shall have published 

and sell at cost copies of examinations for the p r ec eding 

two years. The b o a r d  shall prepare a  n e w  e xa mi n a t i o n  at 

least every two years.

(e) If a p e r s o n  falls to take an exami na ti on  after he 

has paid the application fee, the department shall refund 

the fee.

Sec. 08.85.160. RE-EXAMINATION. A person w h o  fails an 

e xa mination may apply for a  subsequent examination, but shall 

pay the e x am in at io n fee e a c h  time he applies.

Sec. 08.85.170. QU ALIFICATION FOR EXAMINATION. A p e r­

son is entitled t o  take the examination who

them to the department w i t h i n  the time specified i n  a regula 

tion of the department;

Sec. 0 8 .8 5 .l8 0 . FEES. The appl ic at io n fee is $100.

Hie renewal fee is $50. The fee for a duplicate license is 

$50. The registration fee is $100.

Sec. 08.85.190. A N N U A L  RENEWAL. A  person w h o  passes 

the e xa mination is licensed without payment of furt he r fee. 

To r e main licensed, a p e r s o n  must pay the renewal fee before 

February 1  of e a c h  year. The board shall renew a  lapsed 

CSHB 154 a m  .5.
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license w h e n  a m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  or gas f i t t e r  w h o s e  license 

has l a p s e d  applies for r e n e w a l  and pays a c c r u e d  r e n e w a l  fees. 

A p e r s o n  whose license h a s  l apsed is e n t i t l e d  to h a v e  his 

license renewed w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  u n l e s s  his 

license h a s  lapsed more t h a n  five years.

Sec. 08.85.200. O U T - O F - S T A T E  LICENSEE. A p e r s o n  

licensed as a m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  or gas f i t t e r  i n  a n o t h e r  J u r i s­

di c t i o n  is entitled to b e  l i c e n s e d  in A l a s k a  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a­

tion u p o n  payment of the r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee.

Sec. 08.85.210. R E G I S T R A T I O N  O F  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S ,  (a) A n  

association, partnership, or c o r p o r a t i o n  t h a t  e n g a g e s  in t h e  

p l u m b i n g  business shall r e g i s t e r  a n n u a l l y  w i t h  t h e  d e p a r t­

ment. T o  be eligible t o  register, the association, p a r t n e r­

ship, or corporation shall have i n  its e m p l o y  at least one 

l i c e n s e d  master plumber t o  s u p e rvise all its p l u m b i n g  

b usiness. The e m p l o y m e n t  of a l i c ensed m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  d o e s  

not e n t i t l e  an association, partnership, o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  b e  

r e g i s t e r e d  if the licensed p l u m b e r  also m a k e s  a n o t h e r  

association, partnership, or c o r p o r a t i o n  e l i g i b l e  t o  be 

r e gistered. A p r o p e r l y  r e g i s t e r e d  association, p a r t n e r s h i p ,  

or c o r p o r a t i o n  continues to be r e g i s t e r e d  for 3 0  d a y s  a f t e r  

the e x a m i n a t i o n  after it no l o n g e r  e m p l o y s  a l i c e n s e d  m a s t e r  

p l u m b e r  unless it becomes e l i g i b l e  to r e g i s t e r  b e f o r e  that 

date.

(b) An association, partnership, o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  t h a t  

e n g a g e s  i n  the gas f i t ting b u s i n e s s  shall r e g i s t e r  a n n u a l l y  

w i t h  t h e  department. T o  be e l i g i b l e  to register, the 

association, partnership, or c o r p o r a t i o n  shall e m p l o y  at 

least o n e  licensed gas f itter to s u p e r v i s e  all its gas 

CSHB 154 a™ -6-
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f i t t i n g  b u s i n e s s .  T h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  a  l i c e n s e d  g a s  f i t t e r  

d o e s  n o t  e n t i t l e  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  

t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  If the l i c e n s e d  g a s  f i t t e r  als o makes 

a n o t h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  el i gi b l e  to 

b e  r e g i s t e r e d .  A  p r o p e r l y  r e g i s t e r e d  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  p a r t n e r­

ship, o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  to b e  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  30 d a y s  
a f t e r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a f t e r  It n o  l o n g e r  e m p l o y s  a  l i c e n s e d  

g a s  f i t te r,  u n l e s s  It b e c o m e s  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e g i s t e r  b e fo re  

t h a t  time.

A R T I C L E  3. M I S C E L L A N E O U S  P R O V I S I O N S  

Sec. 08 .8 5. 2 3 0 .  PE NALTY. A  p e r s o n  who v i o l a t e s  sec. 

1 2 0  o r  sec. 2 1 0  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  Is g u i l t y  of a  m i s d e m e a n o r .

Sec. 0 8 .8 5 .240. E X C E P T I O N S ,  (a) N e i t h e r  sec. 2 1 0  n o r  

sec. 230 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  applies
(1) t o  a  p u b l i c  service c o r p o r a t i o n ;

(2) to a  p u b l i c  utility;

(3) to a  r ai lroad;

(4) to a n  airline;

(5) to a  s t e a m s h i p  line;

(6) to a b u s i n e s s  e n g a g e d  I n  the s a l e  of plumbing^

I l l u m i n a t i n g ,  o r  h e a t i n g  gas a p p a r a t u s  o r  e q u i p m e n t  and whlc) 

s e r v i c e s  o n l y  a p p a r a t u s  and e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  It h a s  sold;

(7) to a  b u s i n e s s  n o t  p r i m a r i l y  e n g a g e d  I n  p l u m b­

i n g  o r  g a s  fitting;

(8) to a n  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  p a r t n e r s h i p  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  

t h a t  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  p l u m b i n g  o r  g a s  f i t t i n g  s e r v ic es  f o r  

t h e  g e n e r a l  public;

(9) to a  b u s i n e s s  e n g a g e d  I n  the s e r v i c e  o o n n e c t l  

a n d  f i t t i n g  o f  fuel a n d  li ghting g a s  c o n t a i n e r s  as a n

C 3 H B  1 5 4  am -7-
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i nc id e n c e  to its business;

(10) to a bus in e ss  engaged in plu mb in g o r  gas 

fitt i ng  only outside organized bor ou gh s  a n d  not maintaining 

its p ri nc i p a l  place o f  business w i t h i n  a n  organized borough.

(b) Secs. 120 a n d  230 of t h i s  c h a pt e r do not a p p l y  to

(1) a n  employee of a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  m e n t i o n e d  in

(a) o f  this section;

(2) a p e r s o n  working o n  his o w n  or hiB family's 

property, unless he is working o n  the p r o p e r t y  in te nding at 

the t i m e  to sell it w h e n  or before the w o r k  is completed;

(3) in an area, to be defi ne d b y  r eg u la t i o n s  of 

the board, in w hi ch  no person re gu l ar ly  engages i n  the 

b u s i n e s s  of plumbing a n d  gas fitting.

Sec. 08.85.250. INSPECTIONS, (a) The D e p a r t m e n t  of 

L a b o r  m a y  employ p l u m b i n g  inspectors a nd gas p i p i n g  i n­

spec t o r s  as it finds necessary. Plumbing inspectors, gas 

p i p i n g  inspectors an d building officials of local political 

s ub di visions may be design at ed  as ex o f f ic io  inspec to rs  under 

th is  chapter. B u i l d i n g  officials so designa te d m a y  act a3 

p l u m b i n g  inspectors and gas p i p i n g  inspectors.

(b) A plumbing inspector shall inspect w o r k  don e  by 

m a s t e r  plumbers to see if the w o r k  conf or ms  to the standards 

set o ut in regulations of the board. A  gas p i p i n g  inspector 

shall inapeot the w o r k  of licensed gas fitters to see if the 

w o r k  conforms to the standards set out i n  r e gu la t i o n s  of the 

boar d .

(c) A n  inspector, after id entifying himself, may enter 

a  p r e m i s e s  at any reasonable h o u r  for the sole p u r p os e  of 

m a k i n g  an inspection.
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1 (d) If an i n s p e c t o r  discovers that w o r k  does not c o n­

form  to specified standards, he shall n o t i f y  the board, and 

the b o a r d  shall tak e necessary dis ci pl in a ry  action. The 

r e s u l t s  o f  an I ns p ec t i o n  may not be used f o r  any other p u r­

pose.

Sec. 08.85.260. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter,

(1) " m a s t e r  plumber" means a p e r s o n  engaged in 

the business of i n s t a l l i n g  or repairing o r  contracting to 

install or repair a n y  plumbing, a water filter, water 

softener, water meter, fixture, a nd any ap pliance that is 

an Integral part o f  plumbing; and related p i pi ng  systems in 

p o w e r  plants, indus tr ia l plants, sewage d is po s a l  plants, 

b u s i ne ss  buildings, public buildings, hotels, restaurants, 

ap ar tm en t buildings, homes, and all outside plumbing and 

r e l a t e d  piping o n  private or public p r o p e r t y  either u n d e r­

gr o u n d  or overhead for the transportation of all fluids, 

e xcept for un derground or overhead piping or tubing for the 

transportation of fluids supplying automatic sprinkler 

s ystems and standpipes connected to automatic sprinkler 

systems and for p i p i n g  and tubing devices and appurtenances 

r e l a t e d  to automatic sprinkler systems;

(2) "gas fitter" means a p e r s o n  engaged i n  the 

b u s i n e s s  of installing or repairing (or contra c ti ng  to I n­

stall o r  repair) a ny g as piping for Illuminating or fuel 

gas, a n y  gas b u r n i n g  devioes o r  metering, controlling or 

r e g u l a t i n g  devices connected to the piping;

(3) "board" means the Board o f  Plumbing a n d  Gas 

P iping Examiners;

(4) "department" means the D e pa rt m e n t  o f  Commerce; 
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(5 ) " b u i l di ng  official" m e a n s  a  p e r s o n  e m p o w e r e d  

by a  local p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  to a d m i n i s t e r  a n d  e n f o r c e  a

as?
b u i l d i n g  c o d e  a p p l i c a b l e  therein.

* Sec. 2. (a) A  p e r s o n  Is e n t i t l e d  t o  be l l o e n s e d  a s  a

aaster p l u m b e r  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  A S  0 8 .8 5 If h e  a p p l i e s  

ind pay s t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  fee w i t h i n  six m o n t h s  a f t e r  the 

effective dat e o f  t h i s  Act a n d  ha s  b e e n  a  p l u m b e r  I n  t h i s  state
: 1-.v7— f i v' V/ i ?.  *y ' ' i t * * ■'/'

sontlnuously f or o n e  y e a r  I m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  the e f f e c t i v e  

late of t h i 3  Act.

(b) A  p e r s o n  Is e n t i t l e d  to be l i c e n s e d  as a  g a s  f i t t e r  

without e x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  A S  0 8 .85 If he a p p l i e s  a n d  p a y s  the 

i pp lloatlon fee w i t h i n  six m o n t h s  of the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  

\ot and h a s  b e e n  a  g a s  f i t t e r  in this s t a t e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  for o n e  

/■ear i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t hi s Aot.

* Sec. 3. T h e  g o v e r n o r  m a y  appoint to t h e  Ini ti al  b o a r d  u n ­

licensed p l u m b e r s  a n d  gas f i t t e r s  w ho are e n t i t l e d  to a  l i c e n s e  

without e x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  sec. 2 o f  t h i s  Act .

* Sec. 4. T h i s  Act ta ke s e f fe ct  J u l y  1, 19 6 6.

WM
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