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IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  THE C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 1 54 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F OU RT H L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SES SI ON

A B I L L

For an Act entitled: "An Act to regulate the b u s i n e s s  conduct of

plumbers and gas fitters; c r e a t i n g  a B o a r d  

of Plum bi ng  and Gas P i pi ng  Examiners; and 

pr ov id in g for an e f f e ct iv e d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF A L A SK A:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 08 is a m en de d /b y addi ng  a new c h a p t e r  to 

r e a d : /

C H A P T E R  8 5 . / P L U M B E R S  A N D  G A S  F I TT ER S 

A R T I C L E  1. B O A R D ^ O F  P L U M B I N G  A N D  GAS PIPING E XA MINERS 

Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 . OK). CREA TI ON  A N D  M E M B E R S H I P  O F  BOARD.

There is created a Board of Plumbing and Gas P i p i n g  E xa mi ne rs  

The b o a r d  consists of five members. O ne m e m b e r  shall be a 

m aste r p l u mb er  or plu mb in g shop owner w h o  a c t i v e l y  engages in 

the p l u m b i n g  trade; one m e m b e r  shall be a pl um be r;  one m e m­

ber shall be a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the gas industry; one 

m em be r shall be a pipefitter; and one m ember s ha ll  be a p p o i n t  

ed f r o m  the Depar tm e nt  of H e a l t h  and Welfare.

Sec. 08.85.020. A P PO IN TM EN T  A N D  T E R M  O F  OFFICE. M e m­

bers of the board are appointed by the g o v e r n o r  and c on firmed 

by the legislature. Members of the bo ar d  shall serve 

staggered terms o f  three years, or until t h e i r  successors 

are appointed. Members Berve at the pl easure o f  the g o v e r n o r  

A  m e mb e r may act and receive transportation exp en se s and p e r  

d i e m  allowances f r o m  the d at e of his a p p o i n t m e n t  until his 
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1 c o n f i r m a t i o n  o r  r e j e c t i o n  by the l e g i s l a t u r e .

Sec. 0 8.85.030. E X E C U T I V E  S E C R E T A R Y  O F  B O A R D .  The 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  c o m m e r c e  is the e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  the 

b o a r d .

Sec. 0 8.85.040. B O A R D  M E E T I N G S .  T he b o a r d  s h a l l  elect 

one o f  its m e m b e r s  c h a i r m a n  of t he b oa rd . The b o a r d  shall 

hold a  r e g u l a r  a n nual m e e t i n g  and m a y  h o l d  s p e c i a l  m e e t in gs  

at t h e  call o f  the c h a i r m a n  or of t h r e e  members, w i t h  prior 

a p p r o v a l  of the g ov er no r.

Sec. 08 .8 5 .0 50 . DU TIES OF T H E  B O AR D . The b o a r d  shall

(1) pass o n  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of a p p l i c a n t s  for 

l i c e n s e s  and issue l i c e n s e s  to t h o s e  w h o  qu alify;

(2) p r e p a r e  and g ra d e w r i t t e n  and p r a c t i c a l  e x­

ami n a t i o n s  ;

(3) a f t e r  hearing, h a v e  the a u t h o r i t y  to suspend 

or r e v o k e  t h e  l i c e n s e  of a l i c e n s e d  m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  or gas 

f i t t e r  w h o

(A) obtains his l i c e n s e  by fraud, m i s r e p r e­

sentation, or deception;

(B) k n o w i n g l y  v i o l a t e s  a r e g u l a t i o n  of the 

b o a r d  or a p r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  chapter;

(C) b y  his c onduct, d e m o n s t r a t e s  a n  i n a b i l i t y  

t o  e n g a g e  in p l u m b i n g  or g a s  f i t t i n g  w i t h o u t  e n d a n g e r i n g  

m e m b e r s  of the public;

(D) engages I n  f r a u d u l e n t  c o n d u c t  r e l e v a n t  to 

the b u s i n e s s  o f  plu mb in g o r  g as fitting.

Sec. O8 .8 5 .O6O. B O A R D  R E G U L A T I O N S .  T h e  b o a r d  shall

a d o p t  s u b s t a n t i v e  re gu la t i o n s

(1) e s t a b l i s h i n g  s t a n d a r d s  of c o m p e t e n c e  for 
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m a s t e r  plumbers based u p o n  the standards set forth i n  the 

W e s t e r n  Plumbing Of f ic ia ls  U n i f o r m  P l u m b in g Code, 1 9 5 8  e di­

tion, except for those i n  Chapter 12 t h e r ei n r e l a t i n g  to 

fuel gas piping;

(2) e s t a b l i s h i n g  standards of c o m p e t e n c e  for gas 

fitters based u p o n  the standards set fo rt h in the A m e r i c a n  

S ta nd a r d  I n s t a l l a t i o n  of Gas Applia nc es  and Gas Piping,

Third Edition, 1959* sp on sored by the A m e r i c a n  Gas A s s o c i a­

tion, I n c .

(3) s p e c i f y i n g  the subj ec t m a t t e r  to be covered 

in w r i t t e n  and oral examinations.

Sec. 08.85.070. D U TI ES  OF T H E  DEPARTMENT. T h e  d e p a r t­

ment shall f u r n i s h  the board w i t h  a dm in is tr a ti ve  services, 

i nc luding r e n t i n g  space for h o l d i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n s ; p ro ct o r i n g  

examinations; p r i n t i n g  examinations; p r i n t i n g  and m a i l i n g  

licenses; send i ng  notices, before Dece mb er  1 of e a c h  year, 

that licenses mu st  be renewed; c ol le ct i ng  fees and issuing 

receipts; k e e p i n g  a curre n t reg is t er  of licensees; employing 

secretarial assistants; rep ly i ng  to rout i ne  r e q u e s t s  for i n­

formation; p r i n t i n g  forms and informational b u ll et in s;  

t y p i n g  all m a t t e r  to be reproduced; m ai nt a i n i n g  r e c o r d s  and 

completed examinations; and keeping records of r e c e i p t s  and 

d i s b u r s e m e n t s .

Sec. O8 .8 5 .O8O. D E P A R T M E N T  REGULATIONS. The department 

shall adopt p ro ce d ur al  regulations

(1) d e s c r i b i n g  h ow a p er so n applies fo r and takes 

a n  exam in at i on  u n d e r  this chapter;

(2) n e c e s s a r y  to carry out the duties I m p o s e d  on 

it b y  sec. JO of this chapter.
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Sec. 08.85.090. APPLICA BI LI TY  OF THE A DM IN I S T R A T I V E  

P RO CEDURE ACT. The Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62) 

applies t o  regulations and proceedings u n d e r  this chapter.

Sec. 08.85.100. TR AN SP OR TA T IO N AND P E R  DIEM. A board 

member, e x c ep t the representative of the Depart me nt  of Health 

and Welfare, is entitled to transportation expenses and per 

diem a llowances specified in AS 3 9 .20.180.

ARTICLE 2. LICENSING 

Sec. 08.85.120. L I C E N S E  REQUIRED, (a) No p e r s o n  may 

be a m a s t e r  plumber u n l e s s  licensed under this chapter.

(b) N o  person m a y  b e  a gas fitter u n le ss  licensed 

under this chapter.

Sec. 08.85.130. EXAMINATION, (a) A person w h o  passes 

the p l u m b i n g  examination given by the b oa rd  is en ti tl e d to 

be l i c en s ed  as a m a s te r plumber.

(b) A person w h o  passes the gas fitting e x am in at io n  

given b y  the board is entitled to be licensed as a  gas 

fitter.

Sec. 08.85.140. O B J E C T  OF EXAMINATION. The onl y p u r­

pose of an examination is to disqualify those wh os e  lac k of 

knowledge or skill in plumbing or gas fitting w ou ld  create a 

serious r i s k  of injury t o  the public interest the board is 

created to protect.

Sec. 08.85.150. ADMINISTRATION OF EXAMINATION. (a)

The d e p a r t m e n t  shall o f fe r examinations prepared b y  the board 

at l e a s t  once a year end more frequently if more t h a n  two 

persons w h o  are q u al if ie d to take an examination p e t i t i o n  the 

department for an additional examination.

(b) Examinations shall be so administered t h a t  one who 
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g rades a w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n  does not know w h o s e  p a p e r  he is

O o

gr ad in g.  j

(c) The de p ar tm en t shall m a i n t a i n  files of e xa mi n a t i o n  

p a p e r s . A p e r s o n  is enti t le d to inspect his e x a m i n a t i o n  j 

pa pe r for the purpose of c h a ll en gi ng  the p r o p r i e t y  of its j 

questions, the method of grading, or the acc ur ac y of grading.

(d) Ev er y two y e a r s  the d ep ar t m e n t  shall hav e  published 

and s e l l  at co st  copies of examinations for the p r e c e d i n g  ! 

two ye ars. T h e  board shall prepare a n ew e x a m i n a t i o n  at 

l e as t every t w o  years.

(e) If a person fails to take an e x a m i n a t i o n  after he 

has p a i d  the a pp li c a t i o n  fee, the d e p a r t m e n t  shall refund 

the fee.

Sec. O8 .8 5 .l6O. RE-EXAMINATION. A p e r s o n  w h o  fails a n  

e x a m i n a t i o n  m a y  apply fo r a subseq u en t examination, but shall 

pa y the e x am in at io n  fee each time he applies.

Sec. 08.85.170. Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  FOR EX AM INATION. A p e r­

son Is e n t i t l e d  to take the e x a m i n a t i o n  w ho

t h e m  to the departm e nt  w i t h i n  the time specified in a re gula 

t i o n  of the department;

Sec. O8 .8 5 .l8O. FEES. The a p p l i c a t i o n  fee is $100.

T h e  renewal fee is $50. The fee for a d u p l i ca te  license is 

$50. The r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee is $100.

Sec. 08.85.190. ANNUAL RENEWAL. A p e rs on  w h o  passes 

t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  is licensed w i t h o u t  payment of further fee. 

To r e ma in  licensed, a person must pay the r e ne w al  fee b e f o r e  

F e b r u a r y  1 of each year. The board shall renew a lapsed 

CSHB 1 5 4  -5-
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license w h e n  a m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  or g as f i t t e r  w h o s e  l i c e n s e  

has lapsed applies f o r  r e n e w a l  a nd pays a c c r u e d  r e n e w a l  fees. 

A p e r s o n  w h o s e  l i c en se  h a s  l a p s e d  is e n t i t l e d  to h a v e  his  

license r e n e w e d  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  u n l e s s  h i s  j

license h as lapsed m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  y e a r s . j

Sec. 08.85.200. O U T - O P - S T A T E  L I C E N S E E .  A p e r s o n  j
licensed as a m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  or ga s f i tt er  i n  a n o t h e r  J u r i s­

diction  is entitled to be l i c e n s e d  In A l a s k a  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a­

tion u p o n  payment of t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee. j

Sec. 08.85.210. R E G I S T R A T I O N  OP O R G A N I Z A T I O N S .  (a) „ A n  

association, pa r tn e r s h i p ,  or c o r p o r a t i o n  th at  e n g a g e s  i n  the 

p l u m bi ng  business s h a l l  r e g i s t e r  a n n u a l l y  w i t h  the d e p a r t­

ment. To be e l i g ib le  t o  r eg is t e r ,  the association, p a r t n e r­

ship, or c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a l l  h a v e  i n  Its e m p l o y  at l e a s t  one 

licensed m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  to s u p e r v i s e  all Its p l u m b i n g  

business. The e m p l o y m e n t  of a l i c e n s e d  m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  does 

not e n t i t l e  an a s s o c i a t i o n ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  to be 

re gi st e r e d  if the l i c e n s e d  p l u m b e r  al so  ma ke s a n o t h e r  

association, p ar tn e r s h i p ,  or c o r p o r a t i o n  e l ig i b l e  to be 

registered. A p r o p e r l y  r e g i s t e r e d  association, p ar tn e r s h i p ,  

or c o r p o r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  to b e  r e g i s t e r e d  for 30 d a y s  af te r  

the e x a m i n a t i o n  a f t e r  it no l o n g e r  e m p l o y s  a l i c e n s e d  m a s t e r  

p l um be r unless it b e c o m e s  e l i g i b l e  to r e g i s t e r  b e f o r e  that 

date.

(b) An assoc ia t io n,  p a r tn er sh ip ,  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  that 

engages in the gas f i t t i n g  b u s i n e s s  s h al l r e g i s t e r  a n n u a l l y  

w i t h  the de partment. To be e l i g i b l e  to register, the 

association, pa rt ne r s h i p ,  or c o r p o r a t i o n  shall e m p l o y  at 

least one licensed g a s  f i t t e r  to s u p e r v i s e  all its gas 
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f i tt in g b u s i ne ss . The e m p l o y m e n t  of a  licensed gas f it te r 

does n o t  e n t i t l e  an association, partnership, or co rp o r a t i o n  

to be r e g i s t e r e d  if the l i c en se d  gas f i t t e r  also makes 

a n o t h e r  association, partnership, or c o r p o r a t i o n  e l i g ib l e to 

be re gi s t e r e d .  A prop er l y registered association, p a r t n e r­

ship, or c o r p o r a t i o n  c o n t i nu e s to be r e g i s t e r e d  for 3 0  days 

after the e x a m i n a t i o n  a f t e r  it no l o n g e r  employs a l i c e ns ed  

gas fitter, u n l e s s  it b e c o m e s  eligible to re gister b e f o r e  

that time.

A R T I C L E  3. MI SC E L L A N E O U S  P R O V I S I O N S  

Sec. 08.85.230. PEN A LT Y.  A p e r s o n  w h o  violates sec. 

1 2 0  o r  sec. 2 1 0  of this c h a p t e r  is g u i l t y  of a misdemeanor.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 .240. EXCEPTIONS, (a) Nei th er  sec. 2 1 0  nor 

sec. 2 30 of t h i s  chapter applies

(1) to a p u b l i c  service corporation;

(2) to a p u b l i c  utility;

(3) to a ra i lroad;

(4) to an a irline;
1

(5) to a s t e a m s h i p  line;

(6) to a b u s i n e s s  engaged s o le ly  in manufact ur in g

or r e p a i r i n g  plumbing, illuminating, or heati n g gas apparatus 

or equipment;

(7) to a b u s i n e s s  not p r i m a r i l y  engaged in p lumb­

ing or gas fitting;

(8) to an association, p a r t n e r s h i p  or corporation 

t h a t  does not provide p l u m b in g or gas fitting services for 

the gene ra l  public;

(9 ) in an a r e a  not w i t h i n  a n  organized borough.

(b) Secs. 120 and 23 0 of this chapter do not a p p l y  to

CSHB 1 5 4  -7-
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(1) an emplcyee of a n  o rg an i z a t i o n  m en tioned in

(a) of this section;

(2) a person working o n  his o w n  or his family's 

property, u n l e s s  he is working o n  the property i n t e n di n g at 

t h e  time to sell it w h e n  or b e f o r e  the w o r k  is completed;

(3) in an area, to be defined b y  regulations of 

t he board, i n  which no person r e g u l a r l y  engages in the 

business of plumbing and gas fitting.

Sec. 08.85.250. INSPECTIONS, (a) The Departm en t of 

L a b o r  shall employ plumbing i nspectors and gas p i pi n g i n­

spectors as it finds necessary.

(b) A plumbing inspector shall inspect wo r k d o n e  by 

m a s te r plumbers to see if the w o r k  conforms to the standards 

set out in regulations of the board. A gas piping inspector 

shall inspect the w o r k  of l ioensed gas fitters to see if the 

w o r k  conforms to the standards set out in regulations of the 

b o a r d .

(c) A n  inspector, after i d e n t i f y i n g  himself, m a y  enter 

a premises a t  any reasonable h o u r  for the sole pur po se  of 

m a k in g an inspection.

(d) I f  an inspector dis co ve r s that wo rk  does not con­

fo r m  to specified standards, he shall n o t i f y  the board, and 

th e board s h a l l  take necessary d i s c i p l i n a r y  action. The 

results of a n  inspection may not be used for any other p u r­

pose.

Sec. 08.85.260. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter,

(1) "master plumber" means a person enga ge d in 

t he business of installing or r e p a i ri ng  or contracting to 

install or repair any plumbing, a water filter, w a t e r  

CSHB 1 5 4  -8-
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O o

softener, w a t e r  meter, fixture, a n d  any a p p l ia nc e that is 

an integral p a r t  of plumbing; a n d  related p i p i n g  systems in 

p o w e r  plants, i nd us t r i a l  plants, sewage d i s p o s a l  plants, 

b u s i n e s s  buildings, p u b l i c  build in gs , hotels, restaurants, 

a p a r t m e n t  buildings, homes, and a l l  outside p l u m b i n g  and 

r e l a t e d  pi ping on p r i v a t e  or p u b l i c  p r operty e i t h e r  u n d e r­

grou n d  or o ve rh e a d  for the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of all fluids, 

e x c e p t  for u n d e r g r o u n d  or o v e r h e a d  piping o r  t u b i n g  for the 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of fluids s u p p l y i n g  automatic s p ri nk le r 

systems and s ta nd p i p e s  c on ne c te d to automatic sp r inkler 

sys te ms  and f o r  p i p i n g  and t u b i n g  devices a nd app u rt en an ce s 

r e l a t e d  to a u t o ma ti c sprinkler systems;

b u s i n e s s  of i n s t a l l i n g  or r e p a i r i n g  (or c o n t r a c t i n g  to i n­

stall or repair) any gas p i pi ng  for il lu mi n a t i n g  or fuel 

gas, any gas b u r n i n g  devices o r  metering, c o n t r o l l i n g  or 

r e g u l a t i n g  d e v ic es  connected t o  the piping;

* Sec. 2. (a) A p e r s o n  is e n t i t l e d  to be l i c en se d as a

master p l u mb er  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  AS 0 8 .8 5 if he applies 

and pays the a p p l i c a t i o n  fee w i t h i n  six months af te r the 

effective date of this A c t  and has b e e n  a p l u m b e r  in this state 

continuously for one y e a r  i m m e d i a t e l y  preceding the effective 

date of this Act.

(b) A p e r s o n  is entitled to b e  licensed as a gas fitter 

without e x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  AS 08 .8 5 i f  he applies and pays the 

application fee w i t h i n  s i x  months o f  the eff ec t iv e date of this 
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(2) "gas fitter" m e a n s  a pers on  engag ed  in the

(3) "board" means t h e  Board of P l u m b i n g  and Gas

P i p i n g  Examiners;

(4) "department" m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m er c e
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1 A c t  a n d  has b e e n  a g a s  f i t t e r  I n  this s t a t e  co nt in u o u s l y  f o r  one

2 y e a r  I m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of this Act.

3 * Sec. 3. T h e  g o v e r n o r  m a y  a p p o i n t  t o  the I n i ti al  b o a r d  u n ­ I
4 l i c e n s e d  p l u m b e r s  an d g a s  fitters w h o  a r e  ent it le d to a l i c e n s e I
5 w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  seo. 2 of this Act. I
6 * Sec. 4. This A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1965. I
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