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I n t r o d u c e d : 2/19/65
R e f e r r e d : Commerce
and Finance

:N T H E  H O U S E  B Y  M E S SR S.  M O S E L E Y  A N D  O ' C O N N E L L

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 15^

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

?or a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A o t  to r e g u l a t e  th e b u s i n e s s  c o n d u c t  o f

p l u m b e r s  and gas f i t t er s;  c r e a t i n g  a  B o a r d  

o f  P l u m b i n g  and G a s  P i p i n g  E x a m i n e r s ;  a n d  

p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ."

BE I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  08 Is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a  n e w  ctyapj^r to 

r e a d : s' "x

C H A P T E R  85. ! P L U M B E R S  A N D  G A S  F I T T E R S  

A R T I C L E  1. B O aW .  O F  P L U M B I N G  A N D  G A S  P I P I N G  E X A M I N E R S  

Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 . 0 1 0 .  C R E A T I O N  A N D  M E M B E R S H I P  O F  BOARD.

T h e r e  Is c r e a t e d  a B o a r d  of P l u m b i n g  a n d  G a s  P i p i n g  E x a m i n e r s  

T h e  b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  of five m e m b e r s . O n e  m e m b e r  s ha ll  b e  a
x

m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  o r  p l u m b i n g  sho p o w n e r  w h o  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e s  I n  

t h e  p l u m b i n g  trade; o n e  m e m b e r  s h a l l  be a  p l u m b e r ;  one m e m ­

b e r  shal l b e  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the g a s  I n d u s t r y ;  one 

m e m b e r  shall b e  a p i p e f i t t e r ;  and one m e m b e r  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t - > 

ed f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a nd W e l f a r e .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 . 0 2 0 .  A P P O I N T M E N T  A N D  T E R M  O F  OFFICE.

M e m b e r s  of t h e  b o a r d  are a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  and c o n ­

fi r m e d  b y  t he l e g i s l a t u r e .  M e m b e r s  o f  the b o a r d  sh al l s e r v e  

s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s  of t h r e e  years, or u n t i l  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  

a r e  a p p o i n t e d .  M e m b e r s  serve at the p l e a s u r e  o f  the g o v e r n o r  

A  m e m b e r  m a y  a c t  a n d  rece iv e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e x p e n s e s  a n d  p e r  

d i e m  a l l o w a n c e s  f r o m  the d a t e  o f  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  u n t i l  h i s  
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S T A T E
L E O I S L A T U R E

1 c o n f i r m a t i o n  or rejection b y  the legislature.

2 Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 . 0 3 0 .  E X E C U T I V E  S E C R E T A R Y  OF B OA R D.  The

3 c o m m i s s i o n e r  of commerce is the executive secretary of the

4 b o a r d .

5 Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 . 0 4 0 .  BO A R D  MEETINGS. The board shall elect

6 one of its members chairman of the board. The board shall

7 hold a r e g u l a r  annual meeting and m a y  hold special meetings

8 at the c a l l  of the chairman or of three members, with prior

9 approval o f  the governor.

10 Sec. 08 .8 5. 0 5 0 .  D U T I E S  OF T O E  BOARD .  T he board shall

11 (1 ) pass on qualifications of applicants for

12 licenses a n d  issue licenses to those who qualify;

13 (2 ) prepare and grade w r i t t e n  and practical ex-

14 aminations;

15 (3 ) after hearing, have the authority to suspend

16 or revoke the license of a licensed master plumber or gas

17 fitter w h o

18 (A) obtains his license b y  fraud, mlsrepre-

19 sentation, or deception;

20 (B) knowingly violates a regulation of the

21 b o a r d  or a provision of this chapter;

22 (C) by his conduct, demonstrates an inability

23 to engage in plumbing or gas fitting without endangering

24 m e m b e r s  of the public;

25 (D) engages in fraudulent conduct relevant to

26 the business of plumbing or gas fitting.

27 Sec. O8 .8 5.O6O. B O A R D  REGULATIONS. The board shall

28 adopt substantive regulations

29 (1 ) establishing standards of competence for

H B  154 -2-
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master plumbers based u p o n  the standards set forth I n  the 

W e s t e r n  P l u m b i n g  Officials U n i f o r m  P l u m bi ng  Code, 1 9 5 8  edi­

tion, ex cept for those in C h a pt e r 12 therein r e l a t i n g  to 

fuel gas piping;

(2) estab li s hi ng  st a ndards of competence fo r  gas 

fitters b as ed  u p o n  the standards set forth in the A m e r i c a n  

Standard I n s t a l l a t i o n  of Gas Appl ic an c es  and Gas Piping,

Third Edition, 1959j sp on sored by the American Gas A s s o c i a­

tion, I n c .

(3) specifying the subject matter to be covered 

in w r i t t e n  and oral e x a m i n a t i o n s .

Sec. 08.83.070. D U TI ES  OP T H E  DEPARTMENT. T h e  d e p a r t­

ment shall fur ni sh  the b o a r d  w i t h  administrative services, 

including r e nt in g space for h o l d i n g  examinations; p r o c t o r i n g  

examinations; pr in ti n g examina ti on s;  printing and m a i l i n g  

licenses; sending notices, before De cember 1 of e a c h  year, 

that licenses must be renewed; colle ct in g fees and issuing 

receipts; keepi n g a current r e g i s t e r  of licensees; e m p l o y i n g  

secretarial assistants; r e p l y i n g  to routine r e q u e s t s  for i n­

formation; p rinting forms and i n formational b ul le ti ns ;  

typing all m a t t e r  to be reproduced; maintaining r e c o r d s  and 

completed examinations; and k e e p i n g  records of r e c e i p t s  and 

d i s b u r s e m e n t s .

Sec. O8 .8 5 .O8O. D E P A R T M E N T  REGULATIONS. T he d e p a r t m e n t  

shall adopt p rocedural regu la ti on s

(1) d e sc ri b in g h o w  a p e r s o n  applies f o r  and t ak e s 

an e x a m i n a t i o n  under this chapter;

(2) n ec es sa r y to carry out the duties imposed o n  

it by sec. 7 0  of this chapter.
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Sec. 08.85.090. A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  OP THE A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  

PROCEDURE ACT. The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A ct (AS 44.62) 

applies to r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  proceedings u n d e r  this chapter.

Sec. 08.85.100. T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  A N D  P E R  DIEM. A b oa rd  

member, except t he r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  

and Welfare, is e n t i t l e d  to t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e x p e n s e s  and p e r  

d i e m  a llowances s p e c i f i e d  in AS 39.20.180.

Sec. 08.85.120. L I C E N S E  REQUIRED, (a) N o  p e r s o n  m a y  

be a m a st e r p l u m b e r  u n l e s s  licensed u n d e r  this chapter.

(b) No p e r s o n  m a y  be a gas f i t t e r  u n l e s s  l i c e n s e d  

under this chapter.

Sec. 08.8 5 .1 3 0 . EXAMINATION, (a) A  p e r s o n  w h o  p a s s e s  

the p l u m bi ng  e x a m i n a t i o n  given by the b o a r d  is e n t i t l e d  t o  

be licensed as a m a s t e r  plumber.

(b) A p e r s o n  w h o  p a s s e s  the gas f i t t i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n  

g iven b y  the b o a r d  is e n t i t l e d  to be l i c e n s e d  as a gas 

fitter.

Sec. 08.85.140. O B J E C T  OP E X A MI N AT IO N.  The on ly  p u r­

pose of a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  is to d i s q u a l i f y  t hose w h o s e  l a c k  of 

knowledge or skill in p l u m b i n g  or gas f i t t i n g  w o u l d  c r e at e a 

serious r i s k  of injur y  to the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  the b o ar d is 

created to pr ot ec t.

Sec. 08.85.150. A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  O F  E X A M I N A T I O N .  (a)

The d e pa r t m e n t  shall o f f e r  exami na ti on s  p r e p a r e d  b y  the b o a r d  

at least once a y e a r  a n d  more f r e q u e n t l y  if m o r e  t ha n two 

persons who are q u a l i f i e d  to take a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  p e t i t i o n  the 

depart me nt  for a n  a d d i t i o n a l  examination.

(b) E xa m i n a t i o n s  shall be so a d m i n i s t e r e d  that one w h o

A R T I C L E  2. L I C E N SI NG
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g r a d e s  a  w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  w h o s e  p a p e r  h e  is 

g r a d i n g .

(c) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall m a i n t a i n  files o f  e x a m i n a t i o n  

p a p e r s .  A  p e r s o n  is e n t i t l e d  t o  i n s p e c t  h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  

p a p e r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of its 

q u e s t i o n s ,  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  grad in g,  o r  t h e  a c c u r a c y  of grading.]

(d) E v e r y  two y e a r s  the d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  h a v e  published] 

a n d  s e l l  a t  c o s t  c o p i e s  of e x a m i n a t i o n s  for  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  

t w o  y e a r s .  T h e  b o a r d  shall p r e p a r e  a n e w  e x a m i n a t i o n  at 

l e a s t  e v e r y  t w o  y ea rs .

(e) I f  a  p e r s o n  fails t o  t a k e  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  after h e  

h a s  p a i d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  fee, t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  r ef un d 

t h e  fee.

Sec. O8 .8 5 .l6O. R E - E X A M I N A T I O N .  A  p e r s o n  w h o  f a i l s  a n  

e x a m i n a t i o n  m a y  a p p l y  for  a s u b s e q u e n t  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  but shall] 

p a y  the e x a m i n a t i o n  f e e  each t i m e  h e  a p p l i e s .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 5 . 1 7 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  F O R  E X A M I N A T I O N .  A  p e r­

s o n  is e n t i t l e d  to t a k e  the e x a m i n a t i o n  w h o

(1) has c o m p l e t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m s  a n d  r e t u r n e d  

t h e m  to t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  s p e c i f i e d  in a regula-| 

t i o n  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ;

(2) pay s t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  fee.

Sec. O8 .8 5 .l8O. FEES. T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e  is $100.

T h e  r e n e w a l  fee is $50. The f e e  f o r  a d u p l i c a t e  l i c e n se  is 

$50. Th e r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee is $100.

Se c.  0 8 . 8 5 . 1 9 0 .  A N N U A L  R E N E W A L .  A p e r s o n  w h o  p a s s e s  

t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  is li ce n s e d  w i t h o u t  p a y m e n t  o f  f u r t h e r  fee.

T o  r e m a i n  licensed, a  p e r s o n  m u s t  p a y  the r e n e w a l  fee b e f o r e  

F e b r u a r y  1  o f  e a c h  year. T h e  b o a r d  s ha ll  r e n e w  a l a p s e d  

H B  1 5 4  - 5 -
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license w h e n  a m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  or gas f i t t e r  w h o s e  license 

has l a p s e d  applies f o r  r e n e w a l  and p a y s  accru ed  ren ew al  fees. 

A  p e r s o n  w h o s e  l i c e n s e  has l a p s e d  is e n t i t l e d  t o  hav e his 

license r e n e w e d  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  u n l e s s  his 

license h a s  lapsed m o r e  t h a n  five years .

Sec. 08.85.200. O U T - O F - S T A T E  L IC ENSEE. A p e r s o n  

licensed as a m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  o r  gas f i t t e r  i n  a n o t h e r  J u r i s­

diction  i s  e ntitled to b e  l i c e n s e d  i n  A l a s k a  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a­

tion u p o n  payment o f  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  fee.

Sec. 08.85.210. R E G I S T R A T I O N  O F  O RG AN I Z A T I O N S .  (a) A n  

a ssociation, partnership, o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  that e n g a g e s  in the 

p l u m b i n g  business shall r e g i s t e r  a n n u a l l y  w i t h  t h e  d e p a r t­

ment. T o  be e l i g i b l e  to r e g i s t e r ,  t h e  as so ciation, p a r t n e r­

ship, o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  shall h a v e  i n  i ts e m p l o y  a t  least one 

licensed master p l u m b e r  to s u p e r v i s e  all its p l u m b i n g  

b u si ness. The e m p l o y m e n t  o f  a l i c e n s e d  m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  do es  

not e n t i t l e  an as so c i a t i o n ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  or c o r p o r a t i o n  to be 

r e g i s t e r e d  if the l i c e n s e d  p l u m b e r  a l s o  makes a n o t h e r  

association, partnership, o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  e l i g i b l e  to be 

r eg istered. A p r o p e r l y  r e g i s t e r e d  as so ciation, partnership, 

or c o r p o r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  be r e g i s t e r e d  f or 3 0  days a f t e r  

the e x a m i n a t i o n  a f t e r  it n o  l o n g e r  emplo ys  a  l i c en se d  m a s t e r  

p l u mb er  unless it b e co m es  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e g i s t e r  b e fo re  that 

date.

(b) A n  association, p a r t n e r s h i p ,  or c o r p o r a t i o n  that 

engages in the gas f i t t i n g  b u s i n e s s  shall r e g i s t e r  a n n u al ly  

with t h e  department. To b e  e l i g i b l e  to register, the 

association, partnership, o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  shall e m pl oy  at 

least o n e  li censed gas f i t t e r  to s u p e rv is e all  its gas

H B  154 -6-
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f i t t in g business. The employment o f  a l i c e n s e d  gas f i t t e r  

does n o t  entitle an association, partnership, or c o r p o r a t i o n  

to be r eg i s t e r e d  if the licensed gas f i tt e r a l s o  makes 

a n o t h e r  association, partnership, o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  e li g i b l e  to 

be registered. A  p r o p e r l y  registered association, p a r t n e r­

ship, or c o rp or at io n continues to b e  r e g i s t e r e d  for 3 0  days 

after the e xa mi n a t i o n  a f t e r  it no l o n g e r  e m p l o y s  a lic en se d  

gas fitter, u n l e s s  it becomes eligible to r e g i s t e r  b e f o r e  

that time.

Sec. 08.85.230. PENALTY. A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o la te s sec. 

120 o r  sec. 2 1 0  of this chapter is g u i l t y  of a mi s de meanor.

Sec. 08.85.240. EXCEPTIONS, (a) N e i t h e r  sec. 2 1 0  n or 

sec. 2 3 0  of this c h a p te r applies

(1) to a p u b l i c  service corporation;

(2) to a p u b l i c  utility;

(3) to a railroad;

(4) to an airline;

(5) to a steamship line;

(6) to a b u s i n e s s  engaged s olely i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g

or rep ai ri ng  plumbing, illuminating, or h e a t i n g  gas a p p a ra tu s 

or equipment;

(b) N e i t h e r  sec. 1 2 0  nor sec. 2 3 0  of this c h a pt er  

applies

(2) to a p e r s o n  working o n  his o w n  or his family's 

property, u n less he is working on the p r o p e r t y  i n t e n d i n g  at

A R T I C L E  3. MISCELLANEOUS P R O V I S I O N S

(7) in an a r e a  not w i t h i n  a n  o r g a n i z e d  borough;

(l) to a n  employee of a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  m e n t i o n e d  

in (a) of this section;

H B  15^ -7-
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the time to s e l l  it w h e n  or b e fo re  the w o r k  is completed;

(3) i n  an area, to be d e f i n e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n s  of 

the board, i n  w h i c h  n o  p e r s o n  r e g u l a r l y  e n g a g e s  i n  the 

b u s i ne ss  of p l u m b i n g  a n d  gas fitting.

Sec. 08.85.2 5 0.  INSPECTIONS, (a) The D e p a r t m e n t  of 

L a b o r  shall e m p l o y  p l u m b i n g  in sp ec t or s and g a s  p i p i n g  i n­

spectors as i t  finds necessary.

(b) A  p l u m b i n g  ins pe ct or  shall i n s p e c t  w o r k  done b y  

m a s t e r  p l u m b e r s  to see if the w o r k  con fo rm s  t o  t h e  st a nd ar ds  

set out in r e g u l a t i o n s  of the board. A g as p i p i n g  i n s p e c t o r  

shall inspect the w o r k  of lice n se d gas f i t t e r s  t o  see if t h e  

w o r k  conforms to the standards set out i n  r e g u l a t i o n s  of t h e  

b o a r d .

(c) A n  inspector, after i d e n t i f y i n g  hi m se l f ,  may e n t e r  

a premises a t  any reasona b le  h o u r  for the sole p u r po se  of 

m a k i n g  an I ns pection.

(d) I f  a n  i ns pector d i s c o v e r s  tha t w o r k  d o e s  not c o n­

f o r m  to s p e c i f i e d  standards, h e  shall n o t i f y  t h e  board, a n d  

the board s h a l l  take n e c e s s a r y  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n .  The 

results of a n  i ns pe ct i on  may n o t  be u s e d  for a n y  other p u r­

pose.

Sec. 0 8.85.260. D EF I NITIONS. I n  this chapter,

(l) "master pl um be r " means a p e r s o n  engaged i n  

t he business of installing or r e p a i r i n g  or c o n t r a c t i n g  to 

install or r e p a i r  a n y  plumbing, a w a t e r  filter, w a t e r  

softener, w a t e r  meter, fixture, and a n y  a p p l i a n c e  that is a n  

integral p a r t  of plumbing; and relat ed  p i p i n g  systems i n  

p o w e r  plants, industrial plants, sewage d i s p o s a l  plants, 

business b uildings, public buildings, hotels, r es ta urants,
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a p a r t m e n t  b ui ld i n g s ,  homes, a n d  all o u t s i d e  p l u m b i n g  a n d  

r e l a t e d  p i p i n g  o n  p r i v a t e  o r  publ ic  p r o p e r t y  e i t h e r  u n d e r­

gro u n d  o r  o v e r h e a d  fo r the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of a l l  fluids;

(2) "gas f i t t e r "  m ea n s a p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in t h e  

b u s i n e s s  of i n s t a l l i n g  or r e p a i r i n g  (or c o n t r a c t i n g  t o  i n­

stall o r  repair) a n y  gas p i p i n g  for i l l u m i n a t i n g  or f u e l  

gas, a n y  gas b u r n i n g  d e v i c e s  o r  me t ering, c o n t r o l l i n g  o r  

r e g u l a t i n g  d e v i c e s  c o n n e c t e d  t o  the p i p i n g ;

(3) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  the B o a r d  of P l u m b i n g  a n d  G a s  

P i p i n g  E x a m i n e r s ;

(4) " d e p a r t m e n t "  me an s the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m er c e.

* Sec. 2. (a) A p e r s o n  is e n t i t l e d  to be l i c e n s e d  as a 

m a s t e r  p l u m b e r  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  under A S  08.85 i f  he a p p l i e s  

a n d  pays t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  fee w i t h i n  six m o n t h s  a f t e r  the 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  Act and h a s  been a p l u m b e r  i n  this s t a t e  

c o n t i n u o u s l y  for one y e a r  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  the e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  of t h i s  Act.

(b) A p e r s o n  is e n t i t l e d  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d  as a gas f i t t e r  

w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  AS 0 8 .8 5  if he a p p l i e s  a n d  pays t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  fee w i t h i n  six m o n t h s  o f  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  

A c t  a nd h as b e e n  a g a s  f i t t e r  i n  this s t a t e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  f o r  one 

y e a r  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  Act.

* Sec. 3. The g o v e r n o r  m a y  a p p o i n t  to t h e  i n i t i a l  b o ar d u n ­

l i c e n s e d  p l u m b e r s  a n d  g a s  f i t t e r s  w h o  are e n t i t l e d  t o  a l i c e n s e  

w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  u n d e r  sec. 2  o f  this Act.

* Sec. 4. This A c t  takes e f f e c t  July 1, 1 9 6 5 .

HB 154 -9-


