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For an Act entitled: "An Act r e g a r d i n g  reports by physic i a n s  a n d

o t h e r  persons of Injuries to c h i l d r e n  c a u s e d  

b y  abuse or neglect."

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS]

* S e ction 1. AS 11 Is amended by adding a new c h a p t e r  t\> r e a d }  

CHAPTER 67. R E P O R T S  A N D  R E C ORDS 

A R T I C L E  1. R E P O R T S  OF I N J U R I E S  TO CHILDREN C A U S E D  

0  B Y  ABUSE OR N E G L E C T  

Sec. 11.67.010. PERSONS W H O  MAY REPORT. (a) A 

physician, resident, Intern o r  nurse who, during t h e  e x a m i n a­

tion or treatment of a child, has cause to b e l i e v e  that t h e  

child has suffered physical i n j u r y  as a result o f  abuse o r  

neglect may report the injury i n  accordance w i t h  sec. 20. o f  

this chapter. If a physician, resident, intern o r  nurse

m e m b e r  of a hospital staff, t h e  injury shall be b r ought t o  

the attention of the approp r i a t e  hospital o f f icial who s h a l l  

report the injury i n  accord a n c e  w i t h  sec. 20 of t h i s  chapter.

(b) A school teacher or social w o r k e r  who, while a c t i n g  

in an official capacity, has cause to believe t h a t  a child 

has suffered i n j u r y  as a r e s u l t  of abuse or n e g l e c t  may 

r e port the injury i n  accordance w i t h  sec. 20 of t h i s  chapter.

Sec. 11.67.020. REPORTS, (a) A n  oral r e p o r t  of the 

injury should be m a d e  Immed i a t e l y  to the nearest office o f
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the department, or, if an o ffice of the d e p a r t m e n t  la n o t  in 

the v i c i n i t y  w h e r e  the injury is discovered, a n  oral r eport 

s h o u l d  b e  made t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  authority. An 

oral r e p o r t  s h o u l d  b e  c o n f irmed b y  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  as soon 

as p o s s i b l e  t h e r e a f t e r .  I n  areas of the s t a t e  where it is 

i m p r a c t i c a l  to m a k e  a n  oral report, a w r i t t e n  report should 

b e  m a d e  immediately.

(b) Oral a n d  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  should c o n t a i n

(1) t h e  n a m e s  and addresses of t h e  child and the 

p a r e n t s  or guardians, if known;

(2) t h e  child's age and the n a t u r e  a n d  extent of 

the injury, i n c l u d i n g  e v i dence o f  previous injuries;

(3) i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  might a s s i s t  i n  d e termining 

the c a u s e  o f  i n j u r y  a n d  the i d e n t i t y  of the p e r s o n  or p e r s o n s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  for the injury.

Sec. 1 1 . 6 7 . 0 3 0 .  D I S T R I B U T I O N  OP R E P O R T S .  The law e n­

fo r c e m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  r e c e i v i n g  a r eport of I n j u r y  shall 

I m m e d i a t e l y  f o r w a r d  the I n f o r m a t i o n  o o n t a l n e d  I n  an oral 

report, a n d  a c o p y  of the w r i t t e n  report, t o  t h e  nearest 

o f f i c e  o f  the d e p a r t m e n t .

Sec. 1 1 . 6 7 . 0 4 0 .  A C T I O N  O N  REPORTS. U p o n  receipt o f  a 

r e p o r t  o f  Injury, t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall I n v e s t i g a t e  and take 

s u c h  action, as p r e s c r i b e d  b y  law, as m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to
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p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  i n j u r y  to the c h i l d  or to I n s u r e  the p r o p e r  

care a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  of the child. The d e p a r t m e n t  shall f o r­

w a r d  t h e  results o f  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  made p u r s u a n t  to a 

r e p o r t  t o  the d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  of the a r e a  i n  w h l o h  the 

i n j u r y  was d i s c o v e r e d .

S e c .  l l .6 7 .O5 O. IMMUNITY. A person w h o  I n  good f a i t h



complies w i t h  seo. 1 0  o f  this chapter, or participates in 

Judicial proceedings r e s u l t i n g  from the submission o f  reports 

p e r m itted by seo. 2 0  o f  this ohapter, is Immune f r o m  any 

civil or criminal l i a b i l i t y  which m i g h t  otherwise b e  lnourred 

or imposed.

Sec. 11.67.060. E V I D E N C E  N O T  PRIVILEGED. N e i t h e r  the 

physician-patient nor the husband-wife privilege shall be a 

g r o u n d  for excluding e v i dence regarding a child's injury, or 

its cause, in any Judicial proceeding resulting f r o m  a  report 

made pursuant to this chapter.

Sec. 11.67.070. DEFINITIONS. In secs. 1 0  - 6 0  of this

ohapter

(1) "abuse" means the wilful infliction o f  u n­

justifiable physical i n j u r y  upon the body of a child;

(2) "child" means a p e r s o n  under 16 years of age;

(3) "department" means the Department of Health 

and Welfare;

(4) "law enforcement authority" means the state 

p o l i c e  or the police department of a political subdivision 

of t h e  state;

(5) "neglect" means the wilful failure t o  provide 

n e c e s s a r y  food, care, clothing, shelter, or medical attention 

for the child;

(6) "nurse" means a p erson licensed to praotlce 

professional or p r a c t i c a l  nursing in this state or a n  officer

i n  t h e  regular nursing service of the armed forces o f  the

U n i t e d  States or the U n i t e d  States Public H ealth Service

assigned to duty w i t h i n  the state

physic i a n "  means a doctor of medicine licensed
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to praotioe medicine in the Btate or a n  offioer in the r e g u­

lar medical service of the armed foroes of the United States 

or the U n i t e d  States Publio Health Servloe assigned t o  duty 

within the state*
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